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de found much more conſiderable in maſs than in bulk, 
has proved a tedious and inconvenient taſk. "Nothing, 1 
believe, but the immenſe importance of the enquiry, - 
could have prevented me from deſtroying the ſheets that 
came firſt from the auß, and adopting the alternative 


1 reſerved to myſelf i in my circular letter, of returning 
the papers. For their long delay 1 demand grace both 


of the readers and che writers. It will, 1 hope, 0 0p 


fidered, thax in literature, as in commerce, the power to 


* fulfil an engagement may be innocently loſt by the 
Vue of correſpondents. i ns 


Os: tins | is of adn Go to be particu. 
larly mentioned. A medical friend undertook to furniſh, 


very early in the laſt year, about a hundred cafes | 


a treated, according to Mr. Scott's method, in the Lock 


Hoſpital, at Dublin. He told me that i it had completely . 
failed, and that tho doſe did not exceed two drachms of 
the dilute nitrous acid | in the day. How Sz even * 


oſs was as continued I gid. got leams . 5 55 


% 
my 


* anti 


24 e 


„ ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Tux ſituation in 1 which the military furgeons of 1 
land have been placed; ſufficiently accounts for the 
failure, without any imputation of levity or inattention, 
But I regret the loſs: of fo large a maſs of information 
| the more, becauſe circum/lantial ® reports of unſucceſsful 
caſes are neceſſary. towards. determining the moſt effi- 
cacious modes of proceeding, and the limits of the new 
| ' , method... Could my friend have fulfilled his promiſe, 
£ ſhould have kept my time with the public. hn lon 
+ queſtion would undoubtedly have then appeared in 
uy Lemont, FRO: __ Y 3 _ en 


* 


Arriz waiting 10 0 mice * . a little 
; : Jonger for further advices from, the Weſt Indies, had 
| TI not in the mean time projected a periodical work, in | 
© which communications will henceforth find a convenient 
1 place. At the end of the preſent pamphlet will be found 
a proſpectus of the deſigned work, for which I earneſtſy 
folicit the afliſtance of obſervers, both for what concerns 


the controyerted powers, of the new | antiſyphilitic Icy 
| FF | 


—_— 


F the facts which 1 now publiſh, every ert 
Practitioner may derin ve information beneficial_. to his 
patients; ſo that the advantage of theſe endeavours will, 

7 1 flatter weil, be felt. S diſtant countries » ape 


. 
s 


n 


faction at "Rr preſent dne el 
ee to * to the wer or enn — ” 


Ts was a time when It felt ps: 6 ei, ' 
and for thoſe who had adopted ſimilar concluſions, on 
account of certain menacing ſounds that proceeded from 

| the region of the metropolis, _ But, though I deem it in- 
cumbent upon all men, and more eſpecially upon medical 
men, to cheriſh the ſenſe of human fallibility, my fears 
have nearly ſubſided. The ſtroke, as far as I can ſee, has © 
been much leſs terrible than the diſtant rumbling. The 
meteor appears to have been of the ſpecies which the * 
ancients held cheap under the title of brutum JO 


F 
p 


| I po not perceive how I can avoid noticing a late 
Eſſay on the Venereal Diſeaſe (Fobnſon and other Bookſellers, 
Fune, 1798.) Silence would ſanction the groſſeſt miſ- 
conſtruction of my expreſſions. Beſides, I have facts 
eſſential to a thorough cognizance of the cauſe ; one in 
particular, which a great part of the public may eaſily _ 
not notice; and another, with which the public cannot 


"_— be acquainted, errno can mY clearly faced with | 
out quoting that Effy. 


1 


Tuna the nitrous acid ad its kindred will 3 
2 much more important ſtation in the Materia Medica 
 Hntifyphilitica, than the author ef the Eſſay ſeems ready 


to aſſign them, or rather bas already affigned- them, is 

my preſent firm perſuaſion. But, ſhould ſhould this be a vain 
perſuaſion, may I not Kill be a:liglcipwnd of helping to 
prepare the way for a perſonage, who, by ſecond fight, 
or by ſome extraordinary nameleſs faculty, is able, with 
very "Night" affiftance from experiment, to divine the 
0 Sidden Power” of drugs? In an art of fuch inglocious 
uncertainty as our” J what e may Wo not pro- 
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THE follrwing CIRCULAR LETTER is reprinted, 
© "not only ar baving procured "many ibe following 
papers, but alſo as material to: the illuftration of \ſoms 
* | things which come- enn We "the 
ue, i ech 7 ͤͤ³ĩ˙» 
| STEIN 1 Nt AST + 4 | 
ein, . 1 


- You probably ni that Mr. Se orr, of Bly, the 
led by conſiderations, that need not be ſtated here, to try 
the nitrous acid in the veriereal diſeaſe 3 that'the/experi- 
ment anfwered; TY that it has been nen 


e, e e 


. Sa hes $6 * . 


In ray fity: en many e picky d 6 2 
worſt, the Surgeons of the Royal Hoſpital at Plymouth | 
hae found this acid certain, expeditious, and infinitely 4 
milder'than mercury. Their mode of adminiſtration i is 
extremely commodious. To a pint of water they add 
a drachm of ſtrong nitrous acid, together with 4 0 6 
ounces of ſimple ſyrup. This mixture is ſueked through 
2 glaſs tube. | Tzor 2 drachms of the ſtrong 1 * | 
diluted, have 3 an 24 0 doſe for the _ 


FF 7 


4 Mas Do of Wookeich, He PAY 
ſtituted bodies of analogous conſtitution. He repreſents 
90 n FE the 


{ 


7 . — # FR bs 


i CIRCULAR LETTER, REPRINTED. 


the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, as more powerful than 
nitrous acid. Tt aa po ceo 


* AC; % 5 0 % 


„War is * REN OY a 2 5 
ſuggeſtions, may be read at large in Conſiderations on 
facitions- Airs, Parti iv. and v. Jobnſan; in Tus Gaſes 
Diabetes, Dilly; and in Reports concerning the Ege. 
of Nitrous Acid, ere. Jabnſon. Above 100 bad caſes 
ſtand atteſted, as cured, beyond all reaſonable doubt. Some 


. n are © noticed i in the laſt a parophler | 


AI 


Tun wild ation _ a: power of the ** with 
the proportion of failures, render a. fuller induction of 
facts and teſtimonies highly deſirable.— It cannot have 
eſcaped you, that the pretenſions of many quack medi- 
cines are reſted on the occaſional inefficacy of mercury, 
and on an over-charged repreſentation of its baneful effects. 
It is therefore certain, that to eſtabliſh the anti- venereal 
virtue of ſubſtances, not injurious to the conſtitution, 


YER be in a * blow to n W 


2 


1 25 the co- operation of 8 a thouſand caſes 
3 ſoon be collected. And it is hoped that you will 
not refuſe your affiſtance to ſuch an undertaking. The 
Hare I have had in conveying. information. to the public, 
very naturally led me to reflect on the ſpeedieſt method 
of ſolving this problem; how far the cure of lues can be 
 iuftifiably.enteufted te the nitrous acid in the firſt inflance, 
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In conſequence, I have taken the liberty of making the ? 
preſent, application. I do not think that it can yet be 
deemed ſuperfluous to collect more evidence, nor will the 
advantage of bringing the evidence together be diſputec 
There are perſons, to whom every large deſign Wen : 
dy reaſon of: its oomprrhenſiveneſs, abſurd. Others, 1 
truſt, will not condemn the idea of attempting to induce 
LL large part of the medical amen e in * 
| eriquiry of the” be pes intereſt.” Maca eg Bci AM 


a 45 4 gn 2 


72 


Wurz the cuſs A the 3 mould 1 
eiſely ſtate the ſymptoms, with the date and permanence | 
of the cure. Appearances leading to 2 knowledge of the 
cauſe of failure ſhould be noted. The nitrous acid {and 
the oxygenated muriate) will be found uſeful i in various 
diſeaſes. But as the collection here propoſed, will be 

conſined to ſyphilis, information on other ſubjects ſhould 
de written ſeparately. | 


Ir ane profits accrue, they ſhall be divided among 
charitable eſtabliſhments for venereal patients. On this 
account it will not, I hope, be thought improper to 
_ requeſt rhat communications be tranſmitted, free of ex- 
' pence, to Mr. J OHNSON, Bookſeller, 72, 2 Paul's 
Church-yard, London oY | : FS 


1 vo not 3 any — calies 
before Jan. 1798. If by the end of F ebruary, the num- 
ber ſhall ſuffice for publication, _ ſhall be TT 
printed ; or elſe returned. - OY 
FLARYUDY | To 
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1 OS 7 . 
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render the taſt of editor as little dfaerecnbl 1 
_— is Wee Kane technical terms and quan 


F HOMAS BEDDOFS. 
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B pleaſed to communicate this letter to any, Phyſician, 
Surgeon or ans of your acquaintance, 
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| Dear Sin, z Bombay, Auguft 5, 1797. 
Vovn laft publication. has juſt come to my hands, 
and ] am happy to ſee that by your means the nitric acid 


has made its appearance in England, with ſome appear- 
ance of ſucceſs. I incloſe you the four letters that 1 


have written on that ſubje&, and I ſuppoſe that I ſhall 
write no more, as the matter has now fallen into better 
hands than mine, I ſhould be glad, if you think it worth 
while, that you publiſh the remaining three letters, as they 
have been printed here only in a newſpaper, for we have 
no other mode of communication. 78 
ALTHOUGH from my theory was led to ſuppoſe 8 
oxygen, applied to the internal ſurface of the inteſtinal 
canal, would anfwer the ſame purpoſe as the nitric acid, 
J have not found it fo in practice. Perhaps the pure air 
requires ſome baſe to adhere to, that may enable it to en- 
ter the general ſyſtem. I think I have known the nitric - 
acid uſeful in ſcrofula,. but that is a diſeaſe I ors . . 
but ſeldom here. I | 5 


1. remain, dear Sir 4 | 
5 e HxLENu Scorr. 


Dr . 2 Cl 2 near Brin. 
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LETTER I1*, 
Bombay Courier, Fune 11th, 1796. 

IIN TEN in this paper to take notice of ſome effects 
of the nitric acid on the human body, which I have not 
yet mentioned. —2dly. To relate a few trials that I have 

made to oxygenate the body by other ſubſtances, and to 
get a ſubſtitute for the acid, lefs diſagreeable than it is to 
many people.—3dly. To give an account of my method 
of procuring. this acid, which, although of no uſe to 
chemifts in Europe, may {till be of ſome ſervice in this 
country, where we have not always at our command the 
veſſels and the ſubſtances employed in chemiſtry. | 
O of the moſt diſagreeable effects of the nitric acid 
is, its action on the teeth, which it has in common with 
w_— the acid of vitriol. Theſe acids decompoſe the teeth, by 
taking their calcareous baſe from the phoſphoric acid, as 
is well known to chemiſts fince the time of Scheele. I 
have in ſome meaſure obviated this unpleaſant effect, by 
5 cauſing it to be mixed with the conjee of rice, or ſweet- 
ened with liquorice root or ſugar. It is to be apprehended 
that theſe additions deprive it of a certain portion of pure 
air, although T have not found that they diminiſh its ef- 
2A. It ſhould be ſwallowed as quickly as poſſible, and 
ike mouth immediately afterwards waſhed with water. 
It muſt be acknowled ged that mercury, carried to any great 
; degree, i is far more hurtful to the teeth than a conſiderable 
uſe of the nitric my” The acids no doubt carry * a 


5 7 4 
. Many a” will recalled that I Aprinted Mr. Scott's firſt 
letter in Confiderations on Win: Parts IV, and V. Jobnſen. : 


portion 
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portion of their enamel, but from mercury, 1 conti- 


nued, they become looſe in their lockets,. and not unfre- 


_ quently drop out altogether. 
TRE taſte of the nitric acid is fo difagreeable t to 00 
people, that they cannot be prevailed on to drink it in a 


ſufficient quantity. I have obſerved, that the more pure 


air the acid contains in proportion to its azote, the more 
pleaſant it becomes to the taſte, and that the acid which I 
diſtil, is much more agreeable in this reſpect than My I 
have had from Europe. 5 

Tk ſtomach has a repugnance to the nitric acid, if 
taken at one draught in a conſiderable quantity : a pretty 


large wine glaſs full 'may be given when mixed with | 
Water, as I have before directed, but in general a ſmaller 
quantity is proper. In this way it in general remains on 


the ſtomach, and produces no diſagreeable ſenſation. . 


BESIDES the external action of the acid on the mouth, 


I am perſuaded it affects the mouth alſo by i impregnating 


| the habit like mercury with pure air, the great agent of 


the deſtruction of animal matter. It certainly produces 
a.flow of ſaliva, a ſwelling of the gums, and when car- 
ried to a great extent, a pain about the throat and jaws 
that exactly reſemble the effects of mercury. 


In two or three inſtances I have ſeen people, when | 


taking the nitric acid, affected with ſcabs on the body 


which appeared to be compoſed of coagulated] ymph, T'wo 


of thoſe patients had a return of the ſame appearances on 
taking the acid a ſecond time, and they both aſcribed 
them to it as a cauſe, On giving over the acid, thoſe ap- 


pearances alſo went away. In one caſe I could fee the 
very point from which, for many days together, the pure 
lymph continued to flow. If this be an lin 4 of the nirrig 


Ned it is not a common one. 
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A pretty common effect of the nitric acid #, when car- 
; Tied to-a conſiderable extent, is a degree of fever. In 
about fifteen days after beginning ta take it, the body gets 
hot, the combuſtion of life goes on a little faſter than 
uſual, ſeveral inconvenient ſymptoms are felt, and it be- 
comes neceſſary to diſcontinue it. At this time there are 
people who. complain of a 592 increaſe of cheir —_ | 
lity of ſmelling. - | 1 5 F 
I have obſerved that the nitric acid produces more re- 
markable effects on the natives of this country in ſiphylis, 
and in other diſeaſes, than it does on Europeans. I ima- 
gine that this is connected with the vegetable diet' to 
' which the Indians of all caſts confine themſelves when 
they : are ſick, The nitric acid ſeems to be well qualified 
2 for removing feveral of the diſeaſes of this country which 
: | are connected with the liver and its ſecretions, and where 
. a ſtrong tendency to animalization gives theſe diſeaſes a 
peculiar character, which i is of a contrary nature to the 
acid principle. The rickets, which appear to ariſe from 
an acid that reſembles the acid of ſugar, is accordingly. a 
malady nearly unknown in theſe latitudes. | 
Ir cannot be expected that the obſervation, nor the 
experience of an individual, is equal to aſcertain the whole 
1 effects, that an active ſubſtance can produce on the human 
=. frame. I think I have aſcertained ſeveral effects of the 
. nitric acid, and J hope that I have ſaid enough to ſhow, 
. that it is a powerful agent, which may be happily Wo 
in n altering ſome _ conditions of the body, | 


f 


e his remark very "ni coincides with Mr. Cruik- 
| : ſhank's obſervations on the oxygenated muriate. Dr. Rollo in- 
forms me that Mr. Cruikſhank finds ſome e ee 5 
| to the * cure of . Editor, ; 
% 2d. I 


a. 


KEE . 5 3 "= 

ad. I have often wilhed to procure a ſubſtitute for the | 
nitrie acid more agreeable and not leſs efficacious, With 
this view, I thought of uniting it with the ſimple earths, 
and I preferred the earth of alum, as the acid has the 
weakeſt affinity with it. I ſhould expect but little from 
its union with the alkalis: Having made a ſolution of 
alum in water, I threw down its earth with a folytion of 
| Potaſh in water, and I waſhed the precipitate ; to this 1 
added, by. degrees, the acid of nitre till the neutraliza- 
tion was complete. This new compound I found an- 
ſwered my purpoſe but imperfectly; for it is not more 
agreeable to the taſte; nor can a greater quantity of it be 
taken daily than of the acid. It certainly however has 
the advantage of not acting in the ſame way on the teeth. 
From this nitrate of clay, I obtained the ſame effects as 
from the nitric acid. It induced fore mouths that ſo _ 
much reſembled the effects of mercury, that I could - 
hardly perſuade ſome people who took it, that I had not 
given them that metal. In this caſe the affection of the 
mouth could hardly be attributed to the external action N 
of the remedy. 

1 ſhall mention another attempt that 1 made to get a 
ſubſtitute for the nitric acid, which although unſucceſsful 
with me, may yet be deſerving of farther attention. It 
is well. known that the black calx of manganeſe contains 
very abundant quantities of pure air; from which it may 
be ſeparated by heat and many other bodies. I thought 
that by giving this calx in powder, while 1 kept the 
prime viz in an acidulous tate during its paſlage, I might 

be able to extricate ſuch a volume of vital air, (the Aion of 
the acid being aſſiſted by animal ſubſtances greedy of oxy- 

gene of which the canal is compoſed) as ſhould produce ſome 
material effect. I had a quantity of manganeſe which I knew, 
from experiment, contained no lead nor any hurtful mi- 
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neral; of this I vs: no leſs than ſeveral drachms a day, 


while the common drink of the patients was well acidu« 
lated with the acids of vitriol or nitre. I had only a few 
ounces of the calx of manganeſe, and as I could procure 
no more in this country, my trials were ſoon at an end 3 
I am not ſure that by this means I produced any very 


ſenſible change; I ſuppoſe the acids found, almoſt imme- 


diately on being ſwallowed, ſeveral ſubſtances that they 
preferred to the metal, and with which they entered into 


combination. "Thoſe who took this remedy never com- 


plained of the ſmalleſt inconveniency from it; on the 


_ contrary, they called for more, and ſpoke of it as a me- 


. dicine that was agreeable to them, and that ia their 
digeſtion. 

Wi TH the view of oxygenating the living body, there 
are many ſubſtances that might be tried with ſome pro- 
ſped of ſucceſs. We know not yet, for inſtance, the ef- 
- fects of oxygenated vinegar, nor of the oxygenated mu- 
riate of ſoda. As the mineral alkali, whether in its ſimple 


or its compound ſtate, appears to be better fitted for the 
purpoſes of medicine than the vegetable, I conjecture that 


the oxygenated muriate of ſoda might be Prejerable for 
2 trial to the oxygenated muriate of potaſh. 

I have made ſome attempts to procure pure air from 
nitre, in ſufficient quantities to ſupply the ſick with it, as 
a remedy in difeaſe ; but the difficulties of fuch an un- 
dertaking are not eaſily ſurmounted in this country. 1 
hope the patriotic Dr. Beddoes has now put it in our 
power, to get without trouble, this aeriform ſubſtance, 
which I believe would be very beneficial in many of the 
diſeaſes that ariſe from the liver and its ſecretions, It 
remains perhaps to be determined whether the oxygena- 
tion of the body can be carried on more fafely and more 


fy effectually yy the lungs, or by the N vie. Some 


| People 


I 
people may be diſpoſed to queſtion altogether the theory 
that I have given of the operation of che nitric acid, as 
ariſing from vital air- All that I can anſwer is, that it 
appears to me very conſiſtent with the compoſition” of 
that acid, with the effect of other ſubſtances that contain 
vital air, and with the ſtate of our knowledge of its af. 
finities; but ſhould this theory be altogether falſe, the 
facts that regard its operation on the human body will 
ſtill remain, I hope, without impeachment, I believe 
that it is a remedy capable of producing many new com- 
binations, and extraordinary changes in the animated maſs, 
and with a degree of ſafety that could ! bar oo 
expected from ſo active an agent. | ; 

3d. TRE acid of nitre that I firſt employed for Inger! 
punpotks was the paleſt coloured acid that I could pro- 
cure from apothecary's hall. This is all diſtilled from 
impure nitre; for it contains a great deal of marine acid, 


as any perſon may ſatisfy himſelf by dropping inte it'a „ 


little of the nitrous ſolution of ſilver, which i 


precipitates a luna cornea, As I ſoon had diſpoſed of all 0 


the acid of nitre ſent out by the Company, it became ne- 
ceſſary for me to procure a more abundant ſupply.” An ac- 
count of my apparatus may be of ſome aſſiſtance to thoſe 
who wiſh to procure the nitrie acid in this country, 
where neither the veſſels nor the materials uſually em- 
ployed for that purpoſe in Europe are at all times to be 


found. I have improved this fimple apparatus by degrees, a 


which is now very manageable by a common 1 and 
per fectly anſwers its purpoſe. 5 . 


I TAKE a caſt iron pot hh wie they ſeven MI I 5 


lons. I fix this in-brick-work over a grating in the uſual 
way; from its ſides, two flues paſs and meet in a chim- 
ney behind. This pot T cover with a Pegue Jar, which 


Contains about fourteen gallons of water: I have found 


N 6 > | the 
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the Pegue jars very well fitted for ſuch an operation ; for 


they are impervious to the acid vapours, and bear the Heat 


remarkably well, which is not the caſe with any of the 


earthen ware, that I have had from China, nor any other 
part of the Eaſt. On one ſide of this jar, there is made 
=> oblong opening that receives a pipe communicating at 
-its other end with another jar, which is the receiver. 


The pipes for this purpoſe I make here, of the pureſt 


— 


clay I can get, mixed with a proper proportion of quartz, 
in powder. Their form is a cylinder, whoſe internal di- 
ameter is about four inches, and whoſe length is about 
twelve. By theſe means a communication. is preſerved 
between the iron pot, covered by its head, and the re- 
ceiver. This receiver is alſo a Pegue jar, larger than the 
one that covers the pot; its mouth is cloſed by a piece of 
wood luted to it, ſo that an opening is only left for one 
end of the pipe, that ſerves as a communication. At the 


8 other end, or bottom of the receiver, a bent glaſs tube 


enters, which dips about two inches below the ſurface of 
* the water contained in a veſſel below it. In order to 


procure the nitric acid, I mix a quantity of nitre, finely 
. powdered, with three times its weight of Scindy alum, 
which has not been deprived of its water of r | 


tion. With this mixture, I fill my iron pot about one- 
third part. I cover it with its jar, and lute them toge- 
ther. I ſecure the pipe where it enters this head, and 
| where it goes into the receiver. The lute that I prefer 
for ſuch purpoſes is compoſed of mild lime in powder, 
5 and Jengely oil. All the junctures being ſecured, a fire 
s applied and kept up in the uſual manner for twelve 
hours. If the receiver be kept pretty cool, by wet. cloths, 


the water into which the tube enters will be but lightly | 


. azidulous, while the acid is found i in the receiver. One 
. diſtillation in this way ger me "IO five pints of a 
| 2 "8 | Ps 


— 
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N RI 3 coloured acid, of the. ſpecific — bis 12 575 


I Five one, or even twos ounces of this acid, by.mea- 


ture, every day, fufficieatly. diluted with water. 


As the nitre that I uſed coritained about ſix per cent 


_ alt, it will be evident that th acid that I obtained is 
not a pure acid of nitre, but it is a mixture of nitric acid, 


and oxygenated muriatic-acid, or it is an aqua regia, in 


which the marine acid bears a ſmall proportion to the 


nitric acid. As this is preciſely the caſe with the acid of 


nitre of Apothecary's Hall, with the effects of which 1 


was well acquainted from experience, I was leſs anxious 


to ſeparate from my nitre the whole of its marine ſalt. 


This is the acid that I have uſed in almoſt all my trials. 


It is more agreeable to the taſte than the acid from Eu- 


rope, and more ſalutary, if I miſtake not, in the living 
body.—I have lately purified my nitre lor the diſtillatiou 


of the nitric acid, by a method recommended by Baumé, 


and afterwards practiſed in the great by M. Laroiſier: 18 * 5 


according to their method, I have waſhed my nitre 


two portions of cold water, amounting together to ſixty * 2 


five per cent of the weight of the nitre; by taking care 
to remove the water very carefully from the nitre, after 


each waſhing, I believe I do not leave half per cent of 


"ſea falt among it. Whether this greater degree of purity 
has increaſed or diminiſhed the effects of the acid, I am 


not able at preſent, from want of ſufficient. ene to 
determine. 


I am now at an end of a detail, that I fans will appear 


very tedious and dry to moſt people; ; but I have though: 
it neceſſary to be as accurate as I was able in my infor- 
mation on a ſubject that is new ;—I am ſure I ſhall meet 
with a fair hearing from the candid and the enlightened, 


and receive an impartial judgment in the end. Ihave ne 
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"tended to remove ſome diſeaſes by a ſubſtance that, was 
never, as far as I know, employed for them before: If 1 

am right, I may have added to the ſtore of our active and 

uſeful remedies; I may have contributed a little to enlarge 

the theory of their operation, by ſhewing the principle of 

their compoſition from which the effect is produced; or 

_ Kſtly I may have laid the foundation of a better know- 

| ledge of the diſeaſe, by ſhowing in a ſubſtance, unem- 

ployed before, the very element that deftroys it. 

We have at preſent a great deal of knowledge of Na- 
ture that was denied to our predeceſſors. As it has been 
done ſo ſucceſsfully in the mechanical arts, I do not 
doubt but we ſhall ſoon ſee the art of healing improved 
by the beautiful diſcoveries of chemiſtry, and put on a 
new appearance by their aid; ſome very happy examples 

of this kind might even now be mentioned. Much as I 
eſteem an accurate knowledge of diſtempers, I value no 
leſs the ſcience of effectual remedies. It is not for the pre- 
ſent times to reſt ſatisfied with Hippocrates in calcu- 
lating the periods of ciſeaſes, and foreboding the hour of 
deceaſe *. C. 


* In a letter to Dr. Al. Johnſon, of Charlotte- ſtreet, Mary- 
bone, Mr. Scott ſays: “I have ſuch extenfive experience of 
the effects of nitrous acid (i in hepatic and venereal caſes) that I 
cannot be miſtaken.—It is certainly more efficacious than mer- 
cCury in many caſes, and far leſs hurtful.” Ed. Tl 


LETTER III, | 


Bombay Courier, Fuly 224, 1797. 
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J pip not ſuppoſe ſome time ago, that I ſhould again 
trouble the public on the ſubject of the nitric acid, as a 
remedy for —— * given up all thoughts of pub- 

Ip. 
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_ liſhigg the numerous caſes in n we 1 uſed it at 


| | this place with ſucceſs. I had reſolved to leave it to its 
5 fate, with a conviction, that if I really had diſcovered a 
| truth of ſome importance to mankind, I had faid enough 
ts ſecure it from being loſt, and with a wiſh, that if 1 
had done nothing new or uſeful, it might, like many other | 
vain ſpeculations be ſpeedily forgotten. I have lately, | 
however, made an obſervation with reſpe& to the nitric 0 
acid, that I think is of ſufficient conſequence to be laid 
before the public, as it ſeems to remove the chief objec _.. 
tions that have been brought againſt it by pradtitioners. 
Theſe objections are its unpleaſant taſte, and the bulky 
form in which it is neceſſary to give it ;—I have now 
made it probable, that like mercury the nitric acid is ab- 
ſorbed by the ſkin, and afterwards produces in the ſyſtem 
the ſame effects that ariſe from its interna] uſe; z in this | 
way 1 have tried it only in two inſtances, ind with a de- n 
gree of ſucceſs that I could hardly have expected. = 

Tn firſt caſe in which I tried it was that of a gen- 
tleman, who for many months had laboured under a va- 

-riety of the moſt diſmal ſymptoms of ſyphilis, for which, 
mercury gave him but an imperfect and temporary relief ; 
the nitric acid had a much better effect on him, but he 

{could not retain it on his ſtomach in a ſufficient quantity 
to effect a cure. 

Is this ſituation it l me to edpiſe 2 to | bathe 
his legs for an hour or two daily, by ſurrounding them 
with cloths, which he kept wet with water, acidulated by 

the nitric acid; he ſoon. experienced a remarkable relief, 


his ſkin became clean, which on ſome parts had long md 7 
the characteriſtic eruptions of his diſeaſe, his ſtrength re- 
turned, and his nocturnal pains went away. I believe he 
is now perfectly cured, as he has been i in good health for 
three months paſt, although he occaſionally continues his 
| nitric 


cn) e 


nittic bathing; he made uſe of no other e daring 
the whole of this period. 

Ix another caſe, the pains of 4 tibize from ſyphilis 
were alleviated by a nitric bath, but this perſon was 
' obliged to leave Bombay after he had uſed it only for a 
few * nor have 1 heard 2 50 thing from him fince that | 

1 time. | 1 8 | 

"TIF I am not miſtaken i in the cauſe that produced relief 
. in theſe two caſes, I can fee that this very active ſubſtance 
may be applied to the ſkin for a variety of diſcaſes, where 
otherwiſe it could not be employed. L 

As the ſkin can hardly bear, for any length of time, 
the application of the acid in a ftronger ſtate than it can 
be drank, ſuch a quantity as would be ſufficient to acidu- 
late water, ſo as to cover the whole body in a 9 | 
veſſel, would be but a ſmall expence. 

Tux fever of Salſette, which ariſes on the return of 
the fair ſeaſon, after the long continued rains, appears to 
me to be of the ſame kind with the yellow fever of the 
Weſt Indies, and occaſionally not leſs violent than it. I 
think it probable that bathing in the nitric acid might be 
of great ſervice 'on the firſt appearance of ſuch a com- 
plaint. The diſeaſe of Salſette does certainly ariſe, not 
from living vegetables, but from the decompoſition of 
ſuch as are dead, and one of the moſt remarkable effects 
of it is a ſurpriſingly great production over the whole 
| ſyſtem of the reſinous baſe of the bile. I do not pretend 
to trace the ſmalleſt connection between the cauſe and 
effect, nor to follow nature in her hidden chemiſtry, by 

| which the fluids that ariſe from fermenting vegetables 
are converted into the reſin of the bile ; but in the nitric 
acid I would hope to find a remedy, from its ſingular ac- 

. tion on this reſinous ſubſtance. The analogy that T have 


obſerved between the e of the nitric acid and the 
calces ; 


2 

calees of mercury, . alſo encourage me in ſyck : 2 
trial, I was for ſome time on Salſette, about two years 
ago, m the prevalence of this fever; I believe that | 
at leaſt three-fourths of the people who lived there were 
then affected with it: I ſoon after my arrival felt myſelf _ 
diſordered, and I knew very well that the fever of the 
place would enſue, unleſs I could prevent it: I had re- 
courſe to calomel, which in twenty-four hours made my 
mouth a little tender, and I remained for ſome time after- 
wards neither fearing nor feeling a return of it. We 
have found no remedy beſides mercury of much conſe- 
quence in the confirmed ſtages of this diſeaſe, but ſuch a 
quantity as was ſufficient to obviate it on its approach 
would have been far from ſufficient to cure it in its more 
advanced ſtate. 6 | 

I may ſoon have an opportunity of putting my con- 
jectures on the effect of bathing in the nitric acid for this 
fever, to the teſt of experience: it is I acknowledge an 
eaſy matter to make conjeQures ; I mention them merely 


as fuch, and I gladly diſmiſs them: while the benighted © 


traveller is allured by ſome glimmerings of light, he is 
but too often led the farther from the path that he ſeeks 


bo: tay, 1 n * 


| ÞETTER 1, 


Bombay, Aud 5th, 1797. 
| SINCE the publication of my letter of the 22d of laſt 
month, I have ſeen a cafe of lues venerea cured by bathing 


in the * nitric _ that affords me the moſt ſatis- 


facto 
8 1 


39 
aa dene of its great and truly furprifing efficacy 


for that diſeaſe.  _ 3 | 
A YOUNG man to n I had given, 65 eee of 


ſyphilis, three different courſe | of mercury in the ſpace of 
eight months, with all the care that I could employ, 


4 found himſelf relapſe in a ſhort time after each of them. 


From the laſt courſe his mouth, which was very fore, had 
hardly recovered before his nocturnal pains were renewed, 
his headaches returned, and ſwellings in? ſeveral parts 
made their appearance, his joints became ſtiff, ſo that he 
could hardly crawl from one chair to another, his arms 
- were affected in a ſimilar way to his legs, and one of them 
remained perfectly immoveable; but a few _ ago he 
was indeed a very wretched creature. | 
O the 26th of laſt month I made (Ig immerſe his 
legs and part of his thighs, for an hour in the morning, 
and an hour in the evening, in a wooden veſſel, which 
contained water ſo much acidulated with the nitric acid 

that the ſkin could ſcarcely bear it without uneaſineſs. 
In two days afterwards he could make uſe of his rigid 
arm; in the ſpace of four days the pains had left both his 
arms, his head, and one of his legs; for three days more 
the pain in the other leg continued to decreaſe, and on 
the fourth it nearly went away; he is already without 
pain or complaint, and I believe could walk a mile with- 
out uneaſineſs. He began the uſe of the nitric acid in a 
ſtate of great deſpondency of mind,-but he no ſooner felt 
the good effects of it, than his ſpirits returned, and now, 
. truſting to the remedy, he kept, of his own accord, his arms 
and thighs wet with the acidulous water, during the time 

that his legs remained immerſed in it. 

I nave attended very carefully to the progreſs, of this 
caſe, which before had vexed me fo often, and it is impoſe 
) | : | ſible 


ſible for me not to believe that the kala of ths extraor- 
dinary and ſudden relief has ariſen from the abſorption of 
the nitric acid by the ſkin. As the ſame acidulous water 
will anſwer for a long time, I now find that a ſmaller 
quantity of acid will cure the diſeaſe, when applied to 
the ſkin, than would cure it when taken into the ſtomach. 
May not the greater part of the pure air of the acid, when 
taken inwardly, be let looſe in the inteſtinal canal, and 
its good effect be loſt on the ſyſtem ? This opinion ſeems 
to be confirmed by all the trials that I have made to diſ- 


engage pure air in the prime vie: among other trials, I 


have given conſiderable quantities of nitre, mixed with 
alum, in pills, but without producing any material effect, 


nor were my efforts with manganeſe more ſucceſsful. I 


leave the cauſe to be aſcertained by future experience, but 


from the few, although deciſive caſes, that I have already 


ſeen, I do ſuppoſe that bathing in the nitric acid, properly 


diluted with water, is {till more effectual than its inter- 


nal uſe, and: that either way of adminiſtering- it is to be 
preferred to mercury, as more PO and — 


harmleſs. 


I BELIEVE that als nitric acid will 400 be 2 


for the relief of a variety of diſorders. In a few years 1 


think that mercury, as a remedy for lues venerea, will 


| be baniſhed by this acid; and in ſome of my dreams for 
the improvement of the condition of man, I even ima- 


gine that the poiſon of ſyphilis may in a great meaſure 
be extinguiſhed over the face of the earth, not by the ef- 


forts of the magiſtrate, but by an agent” Uke this, ſafe, 


W and efficacious. bs C. 
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. hs Nt A ob the 4h Letter of Mr: Scott "Vp ap- 
| ed in two extracts in the Monthly Magazine, and 
as a number of copies of the letter itſelf have been diſ- 
5 perſed through Great Britain, all that can now be done 
is to n the A retraGation.. Editor. 


>: ( 16 + 
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Wurm I wrote you in Auguſt, I ſent you a copy of 
three more letters that I had publiſhed here, on the ni- 
tric acid, and J exprefled a deſire that you would publiſh 
them, as you had already done me the favour to publiſh 
| the firſt letter. Should it not be too late, I now beg vf you 
not to allow the fourth or laſt letter to be publiſhed, as 
I am now of opinion, that I have probably attributed too 
powerful effects againſt ſyphilis to the nitric bathing. I 
” did not follow, in this laſt letter, the cautious conduct 
that I did in the reſt, by waiting for a ſufficient experi- 
"ence on the ſubject. My firſt trials of the bath were 
LE very encouraging, but ſome ſince that time have been leſs - 
ſo. Whether I am to attribute this to the inefficacy of 
the acid in this form in ſome caſes, or to the way that I 
have lately uſed it, I do not yet know. When I uſed it 
at firſt, with ſo much advantage, I employed freſh acid 
for every bathing, and then I only kept the legs wet for 
a few hours daily. I have ſince, and with leſs ſucceſs, 
immerſed the legs in the acidulous water, employing the 
fame water for many days together, The matter de- 
ſerves farther attention, but till this can he giyen, I beg 
of you, if in your power, to prevent the publication of 
the fourth letter, which ſpeaks ſo confidently of the ef- 
—_ of the nitric bath. | | 
Tux good effects of the acid, eſpecially i in „ gpl, | 
Yew taken internally, I ſee daily confirmed, and I at 
> Aut 
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laſt believe, that no-caſe can reſiſt it, when properly ads 
miniſtered for a ſufficient time. Thoſe melancholy fitu- 
ations, where mercury affords but a temporary relief for 
that diſeaſe, ſeem to occur more commonly here than in 
— Europe. In all thoſe caſes, I find the acid an effetual 
remedy, and in my own hands, as well as in thoſe of 
others, it has already been a great bleffing to many. 
While I have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my opinion of it 
confirmed by the happy experience of every day, I feel a 
little anxious reſpecting the deciſions of. the medical 
world in Europe, for your diſeaſes are fo different from 
ours, and the human body fo altered, by climate; that = 
's dangerous'to advance far from reaſoning or analogy. | 
 ALT#HovucH T have not yet brought myſelf to believe 
chute the acid is inefficacious externally, ſtill my hopes 
are a little diminiſhed, and I am fearful, that by promiſ- 
ing too much on one occaſion, I may diminiſh my credit 
where I think I deſerye it. Theſe are my motives for 
troubling you at preſent. If at any time I can be of 
ſervice to you in this country, in your ſearch after 
knowledge, it will give me pleaſure. 
Believe me to be, dear Sir, 
Your very obedient ſervant, - 


1 


3 W. Scorr. 
Dr. Beddoes, Clifton, near Briſtol. 
Dax Sin, © 3 Spitbead, Dec. 4, 1797. 


IMMEDIATELY. on receiving your laſt part of 
Conſiderations on Air, &c. I communicated- the ſucceſs 
of Mr. Scott's practice in lues venerea by nitric acid, as 
there narrated, to many of my medical acquaintance ; 
three caſes, treated in this manner, were quickly cured 
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1 Dr. "IP Surgeon, 70 the Weſt Kent Regiment; 
and to theſe I allude, in my letter, to Dr, Rollo. Vide 


£ # 3 


his work on Diabetes. rs 


In, the months of March e. April, Fray 1 were 15 


cud by 1 Dr. Browne, Surgeon of the Royal Sovereign, 
the flag-ſhip of Vice-Admiral Sir. A. Gardner, Bart. 1 
have herewith the pleaſure to communicate three caſes, as 
trapſmirted to me during our laſt cruize, by Dr. Browne ; 
he is one of our moſt able and experienced ſurgeons, and 
his authority in this department deſervedly high. I faw 
. 99805 men, while under medicine, in the ſick birth of the 

Loyal Sovereign ; F: and I perceive there is one circum- 
ce which my friend Browne has forgot. In one 
of, de patients, ſevere ſymptoms of ſcurvy appeared, : 


turing the uſe of the acid. nitr. ſo. much ſo, that the 


Doctor was obliged to give it up for ſome time, and had 
recourſe to the citric acid, till the ſcorbutic complaints 
yielded, and the cure was compleated afterwards by the 
acid. nitros. The ſeamen are at this moment in perfect 
health, 8 | S 
Royal Sovereign, off Ufhant, October 21, 1797. 

| CASE I, 


— 


. n ſeaman, aged about 30, was the firſt 
patient on whom the acid was tried: he had contracted a 
venereal complaint, about four years before, at Liverpool, 
and undergone 4 regular courſe of mercury, by which he 


was apparently eured. But from that time he had been 
frequently attacked with what was Aenled rheumatiſm, 


and was once ſent to Haſlar Hoſpital for this diſeaſe. Suſ- 
pecting a lurking virus, I had frequently adminiſtered mer- 
Eury, ſo as to excite ptyaliſm, and continued it for ſome 


g 1 A courſe of this kind, with detoEt; — had | 


been 


been tried for near four weeks, without any. apparent ad- 
vantage whatever; ſo that when he began to- take the 


acid, he had large nodes on the tibia of each leg, ſo ex, 


quiſitely ſenſible, that the lighteſt touch made him ry 
out; a large glandular ſwelling under his chin, ulcerated 
and diſcharging - a+ thin, acrid, greeniſh, foetid' matter; 
nodes beginning on his arms; ſwellings in the joints of 
the fingers; copper- coloured, dry, cruſty ſcabs over his 
Head ; conſtant fever; high. coloured urine; no appetite; 
nocturnal pains, ſo ſevere, that two grains of opium fek 
dom - procured him an hour's reſt; hectic r N and 
very great debility.. | 
IT was my intention to have ſent fan again to Haſlar 
Hoſpital, when you put Doctor Beddoes* firſt. ac- 
count of the nitric acid into my hands; I thought him 
a proper ſubject. Mercurial medieines were imme 
diately left off, and 1 procured ſome of the beſt nitrous 
acid, to be found in Portſmouth. He began by taking a 
mixture of ſeventy drops, in a quart of water, by wine 
glaſsfuls, in the courſe of twenty-four hours. Having 
heard me converſing in the ſick birth with the young 
gentlemen, concerning this new medicine, he was 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in its favour; and like a true ſailor, 
thought the more he could take the better, and the ſooner 
he ſhould get well; ſo that at fix o'clock, our uſual huur 
of viſiting the ſick, his bottle was empty. I was rather 
diſpleaſed at his hurry, but as he felt no uneaſineſs about 
his ſtomach, comforted myſelf that he had not taken too 
much. Next day I encreaſed the quantity to ninety drops, 
and every day afterwards added twenty drops, till he took - . 
two hundred and 1 en _— as ways as his 

ſtomach could bear. wo 5 
O enquiring * 1 was che morning aber the fiſt; f 
bottle; he — he by been in heaven, (his own phraſe) 
Ss 8 all 


7 


\ 


1 


all . chat he had ſix. hours ſleep, and felt 0 
ſtouter. About the ſixth day, I think, to his great ſur - 
prize and my ſatisfaction, he could allow me to handle 
tbe nodes freely, ſo much was their ſenſibility diminiſhed. 


5 In ſhort the cure went on as favourably as could be 


wiſhed, the abſceſs healed, the nodes gradually diſappeared, 
and in twenty-eight days, on the 14th of May, be re- 
turned to his duty, a ſtronger and healthier man than he 


kad been for four years before. The only i inconvenience 


he experienced during the uſe of the acid was an ardor 
urine, for which he drank linſeed tea. He often com- 
plained that he had too much appetite; and that he had 
not time enough, during the night, for ſleep. Since his 
diſcharge from the liſt, he has enjoyed uninterrupted 
good health, notwithſtanding our having been almoſt con- 
88 at ſea for the laſt fix months, 


; | CASE 11. 


urbar 8 twenty-nine, had long W 
under the baneful effects of the venereal virus; ſailors 
ſeldom complain too early to a ſurgeon, and it was owing 
to his receiving a hurt, that I firſt diſcovered his com- 
plaint, for which he was put under a courſe of mercury, 
&c. I learned that he had been twice ſalivated for the 
ſame diſeaſe, once in London, and thought himſelf well. 
It is needleſs to particularize the various changes of his 
, caſe, ſuffice it to ſay, when he began to take the acid, his 
left teſticle was diſeaſed, very much enlarged, adhered to 
the poſterior and lower part of the ſcrotum, ulcerated and 
diſcharging a thin fœtid matter; large hard dry ſcabs over 
his legs, thighs, and elbow joints; a flight paralytic af- 
fection of the left arm and eye- lid; an incontinence of 


( a2 ) | 
ura and on catching the lighteſt cold, great pains in hs 
bones, particularly of the head. S 

Tuls man began to take the acid about the ſame time 


with Wilſon, and with equal good effect. It is to be re- 
marked, that after uſing it a week, the dry cruſty ſcabs 


| began to peel off, and ſome of the large diſcharged a good 
conditioned pus, were treated as ſimple purulent ulcers 
and healed as kindly. The ulcer on the ſcrotum healed 
in about a month]; the teſticle was ſomewhat reduced in 
ſize, and free from pain. He returned to his duty on the 
firſt of June. His ſtomach could never bear more than 
one hundred and ſeventy drops in twenty-four hours. 
Asour three weeks after he returned to duty, one of 
the largeſt ſores on the upper part of the leg broke out 
afreſh; for which he took eight bottles more of the acid 
drink; it healed, and * bas ever ſinoe e good 
health. | 2 


. CASE 111. 


1 Evans, ail RE" had venereal ulcers 
in his throat; venereal eruptions over his breaſt, ſhoulders, 
neck, face, and head, and of very long ſtanding. For 
theſe he was put under a courſe of acid. nitr. ſimilar to 
the preceeding caſes, and in due time, like ry; reco- 
yered perfect health and ſtrength. | 

THess relations, though haſtily written, you may te 


| pend upon are authentic, 


I HAvE been ſilent, with regard to diet ; our ſtores on 
ſhip-board admit of little variety; ſago, rice, cocoa; tea, 
and ſugar, with portable broth, and occaſional ſupplies of 

vegetables from the Meduſa hoſpital ſhip &, conſtitute the 


The Doctor has here overlooked thirteen prime ſheep, 
| which 1 ſent t to the Royal Sovereign during the ſummer cruize. 


Cc 5 | 2 
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principal diet of our ſiek. All other medicines were laid 
aſide, ſo that every beneficial eder v Was ene derived 
yoo the acid. nitros. 

The world is much indebted to Dr. Beddoes for his 
indefatigable exertions to aſcertain the virtues of a medi- 
vine, which promiſe, ina ſhort time, to root out empirical 
impoſture; it will give me ſingular pleaſure to aid his 
laudable endeavours, but the-want of the, medicine . 
en a at RE from OO my obſervation.” 


; F® ; 


(Signed) Axkx. BrowNE. , 
| * 0 Dr. 7 rotter, Lauf, bctan to the Fleet. 


Ou rein Ce laſt dee on ** effects of nitr. 
acid. it is" very pleaſing to me to find one of the Royal 
Hoſpitals beginning to rear its head in this grand inveſti- 
gation. I hope the example of young Hammick will be 

WE. quickly followed by other Juvenile enquirers, in theſe 
magnificent inſtitutions ; and I have no doubt but it 
would ſoon demonſtrate what I have always thought, 
that theſe ſplendid charities are of all hoſpitals - the heſt 

8 calculated to relieve. human miſery, 1 to promote the love 
of ſcience, and to diffuſe knowledge. The preſent is a 
fubject that comes with peculiar authority from th prac- 
tice of a naval ſurgeon, for a naval and military life are 

likely to receive more benefits from it, than any other de- 

ſcription of mankind, | 

. Vaxklous cauſes have oppoſed my trials of thi new 

medicine; but 1 can reckon fix or ſeven cures, and moſt 
of them of long Randing. In ſome, mercury had been 

uſed without effect; in others the acid was the firſt anti- 
ſyphilitic medicine. I have however tried it in 4 few 
without any apparent advantage. Our acid was marked 
nitric acid, and came from ö Hall: but I have 
| ſuſpje i ian 
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fulptcion z of its being genuih 8. Its ſpecific gravity, vin 
pure water, was in the proportion of 1,420 to 2,000 : 
this I fee does not accord with Lavoiſier's eſtimate ; ; could 
it be adulterated with the ponderous ſulphuric ; acid ? We 
muſt be very: much on qur guard, about the preparation 
of this article; there will be a thouſand mouths open tq 
expoſe its failure 1 in lues venerea, when, the charge ought 
fo 7 N againſt ſome other quarter, and it is devoutly to 
wiſhed. that government ſhould order a quantity to be 
8 © under the direction of ſame. able and faithful 
* chemiſt, for the uſe of the navy and army, ſuch as Mr. 
Ciuikihank, at Woolwich, of | whoſe abilities Dr. 
Rollo, i 1 by valuable Work on Diabetes, has recently 
_ given. abundant teſtimony, _ 1 5 5 88 
Ox our arrival here lately, we ud: two patients from 
our hoſpital ſhip to Haſlar, that had been three weeks 
under a courſe of the acid, where the ſymptoms completely 
yielded; ſuch as large ſcabs over the body, pain of the 
forehead and noſe, with purulent diſcharge | from the 
membrana ſchneideriana, violent nocturnal pains, Kc. of 
many months ſtanding. I have ſince been informed that | 
the diſeaſe returned, and they were put on a a, courſe, of 
mercury, It appears to me, that ten days more an the 
uſe of the acid would have ſecured theſe n men from any fu- 
ture attack ; but! it looked too much like experiment, to 
keep 9 1 on board i in bad weather when, a comfortab ble 
| hoſpital as at hand. Te . Pn 
SINCE the flect arrived here, 1 — been deſtred to. 
viſit a female patient, who. received the infection from 
her huſband four years ago. She had taken much mer- 
cury at different times, but her apothecary thinks not ſuf- 
ficient for a perfect cure. It had however affected her 
mouth conſiderably; yet the diſeaſe recurred under diß. 


en forms. She was weak and low ſpirited, had no 
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£9613; 
| peſt from excruciating night pains without opium. Qns 
node on the left tibia became an open ſore, and healed 
up, during the uſe of mercury; ſhe had another on the 
right leg, and one on the metacarpal bones of each hand, 
when I viſited her. It appeared a fit caſe for the acid, 
and the common nitrous acid of the ſhops \ was tried. On 
the ſixth day of taking it the node on the right tibia that 
yas inflamed, and ſeemed faſt approaching to ſuppuration, 
bd was evidently declining, and of the colour of the ſkin. 
| It is now the tenth day, and the pain _ that leg is en- 
tirely gone; the ſwellings en the wriſts are alſo falling 
faſt, and the nocturnal pains are moderate. 1 therefore 
prognoſticate a favourable iſſue, and a ſpeedy cure. 
WE generally find an inereaſe of appetite from this 
medicine; at firſt it alſo promotes ſweat and urine, A . 
little ſugar is added to the diluted acid, and we find no 
inconvenience from the patient drinking it as he would 
lemonade. 
It appears to me that cargfal gere will pan wor 
able to ſelect particular caſes of lues, that will juſtify 
practice i in ue ſolely 1 to the nitric acid : my experi- 


and from the numerous TW now going on x every where, 
there i is no need of leaving the ſubject to ſuch uncertainty. 
Accept my warmeſt thanks, in the name of the public 
| ſervice, J have the honour to repreſent i in this undertak- 
ing, for extending and appreciating the diſcovery, that 
muſt immortalize Mr. Scott. You will abridge the la- 
bour of the naval ſurgeon, and you will ſave the ſeamen 
of Britain from premature old age and untimely graves. 
9 Tux ſupervention of ſcurvy, in ane of Dr. Browne's 
caſes, is a ſtrong proof of ſome analogy between the ac- 
tion of mercury and nitrous gas; for we have always 


| 255 ta exhibition pf mercury very hurtful in a ſcor- 
butic 


- 2 


5) 


butic diſpoſition of * I ſee no proofs of its 2 | 
ing oxygene to the ſyſtem, unleſs the increaſe of appetite 
may be called ſuch ; but future experience will unfold 
many intereſting and curious particulars on this ſubjecgt; 
yet we ſee that it is hi bly advantageous after the uſe of 
mercury, and probably from imparting more PXygane to 
the metallic oxyd within the body.  _ 
I am rather hurried in ſending you theſe remarks, for 
it appears from a paragraph in the Monthly Magazine 
that you are ſending your Recent Communications to 
fr e and I hope theſe will come in due time. 
„ 1 am, dear Sir, f | 46 227? / 
3 1 8 Wit great confilenitimny'; 1 ; 
| Your obedient and yery humble ſervant, Hh 
ts T. TroTTER, | 
To Dr. Bus, : 


AY TR PTE: 
| \ 
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Dear Stn, ane Decenber 17, 1797. 
IN compliance with your requeſt, I ſend you an ac- 
count of the caſes of ſyphilis, in which I have employed 
the nitrous acid. I am ſorry they are net more deciſive ; 
but they undoubtedly tend to confirm the n 5 | 
given of its powers over this diſeaſe. | * 
With every good wiſh, 
I remain, dear Sir, 
Tours fincerely, _ 
A. Carrick. 
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A B. aged oft e a Seer, Sal” the ve· 
nereal infection three years ago, in the form of a go- 
norrhœa and chanere, ſoon after, followed by a bubo, 
which ſuppurated. By the direction of ſome empiric he 
took mercury in ſufficient quantity to remove che exiſt- 
ing ſymptoms; - but the diſeaſe foon after returning, mer- 
cury was repeatedly adminiſtered the length of ſalivation. 
Still however the diſeaſe remained unſubdued, and Iiable 
to break out at ſhort intervals, and in the courſe of two 
or three years he has taken mercury, according to his 
account, ſix or eight different times, and had the diſorder 
in every ſhape of ulcers i in the throat, warts on the penis, 
-eruptions on the ſkin, &c. In July laſt, about two 
months after the laſt uſe of mercury, he applied to me. 
He was at that time affected with callous ulcerations in 
the throat, and pain and rigidity in the limbs and joints, 
preventing ſleep and motion; but the moſt troubleſome 
ſymptom WAS 2 node on the left ſhin bone, the ſize of a 
large walnut, and ſo extremely painful, that the weight 
of his ſtocking was almoſt infupportable, and the lighteſt 
touch with the finger made him cry out. When I con- 
ſidered the man's circtimſtances, and his peculiar liable- 
| nefs to ſalivation by a ſmall quantity of mercury, 1 began 8 
; to deſpair being able to introduce A ſufficient quantity 'of- 
that medicine to eradicate the virus; and thinking this a 
favourable opportunity for trying the powers of the new 
remedy, I immediately mixed up ſix drachms of nitrous 
acid, which I happened to have by me, with a ſufficient 
quantity of water, deſiring him to finiſh it in four days. 
Eight days, however, elapſed, before it was all taken, 


| owing to griping and PR in the bowels and ſtomach, 
rs He 


* 
* 


He then infornisd me he was greatly better, and had been | 
| able to work 3 little the laſt two days ; and I found, to | 
my great ſurpriſe, that not only the ulcers in the throat 
had diſappeared, but alſo the node on the ſhin bone, which 
eight days before was ſo prominent, was now entirely 
gone, a and little or no paiſl was occaſioned by preſſing the 
part. He continued the acid three weeks longer, having 
tanken in all twenty-four drachms, and has continued ever 

 fince perfectly free from complaint, and in an infinitely 
better ſtate of health than at any time pe . e 
| mencement of the eee. ie eee 
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Asour four months ago, I had an opportunity of or- 
dering the nitric acid, for. a gentleman affected with cal- 
lous ulcers in the throat, pain in the limbs, and general 
debility, ariſing, as he ſuppoſed, froma chancre and bubo, 
with which he had been affected nine months before, and 
for which he had taken a large quantity of mercury, but. 
none within the laſt four or five months.” A drachm and 
a half of the acid was ordered in the day. In twelve days 
the ulcerations had entirely diſappeared. The acid was. 
continued a month longer, in the doſe of a drachm in the 
wn nd 125 has ever fince remained i in L 3 k 


CASE 111. „ 4 


'ABovT the ſame time, I recommended the acid to a 
| gentleman, who had had frequent occaſion to take mer- 
cury in very large quantities, within the laſt three years, 
particularly laſt ſpring, when he-underwent a long courſe 
of that medicine, under the direction of an eminent ſur- CIs 
| ec in London. Upon examining the caſe, T was in- < 

5 Sp clined W 


. ( 28 J 
elined to believe that his fears were groundleſs, as noulcer 
nor other venereal ſymptom was at the time apparent: 


but he affured me, that notwithſtanding the uſe of bark 
and other tonics, he was ſenſible of the fame languor and 
debility, loſs of appetite, and particularly the ſame low- 


neſs of ſpirits, which had, on former occaſions, uniformly 


accompanied the latent exiſtence of the virus in the con- 


ſtitution, and having no doubt of the diſeaſe being about 


to ſhew itſelf again, he was deſirous of taking more mer- 


cury. I ordered the nitric acid, in the doſe of a drachm 
in the day, taking care to regulate his bowels, which 
were liable to purging, by laudanum. About a month 
afterwards, he informed me his complaints were entirely 


gone, and that his health had not been fo perfect for up- 
| Wards of three years., He at the ſame time informed me 
his gums were a little ſore (the only inſtance of this ef. 


fect, from the medicine, I have obſerved) but without 
ptyaliſm ; and probably the ſoreneſs was only accidental, 
as it ſoon went off, although he continued the acid ſome 


weeks longer. He remains in perfect health. 


BzkSsIDES theſe caſes, I haye adminiſtered the acid in 
two others without ſucceſs : candoux, however, obliges 
me to declare, that in one of them it had by no means 
a fair trial. This was a caſe of recent chancre, in which 
mercury had not been employed. Two drachms of the 
acid were ordered in the day, On the fixth day the 


chancre had become rather more enlarged, and a painful 
induration and ſwelling in the groin was obſerved the 


day before, which ſeemed to increaſe. The patient be- 
came diſſatisfied with the remedy, and inſiſted on the ex · 


hibition of e, which J could not in conſcience ; 


reſiſt. 
Tu other was likewiſe a caſe of recent chancre, 


þ with flight gonorrhea, A weak ſolution of As lead 


(41 


was ordered for waſhing nn lt 
== of the acid, to be taken in the day. This was 
perſiſted in for a fortnight, without any amendment of the 


cChancre, and the patient refuſing to perſevere any longer, 


the cure was completed by mercury. The gonorrhea 
had in the interim ſubſided. 3 | 
Uron theſe caſes the following refleions ſuggeſt 


themſelves: 


Iſt. As thoſe Es were 3 in which mercury had | 


been previouſly uſed, they afford no poſitive proof of the 


antiſyphilitic power of nitrous acid, although it is ren- 


dered highly probable, by the time that had elapſed be- 


tween the exhibition of the mercury and the n 


caſes Iſt and 2d. 
and. Ir is rendered highly probable, that whars the 


complaint is of long ſtanding, and where much mercury | 


has been uſed, the acid produces a cure more : ſpeedily than 


mercury alone; and probably would effect a cure, where 


mercury, unaſliſted, could not. 
3d. In ſuch caſes, where ſome of the 1 mercury previ. 
ouſly taken may be till ſuppoſed to remain in the body, 


it remains uncertain whether the cure is effected by the 


direct antiſyphilitic powers of the acid, .or by its tonic. 
powers, rendering the ſolids more ſuſceptible of the ac-. 


tion of the mercury, or by the combined powers of two 


antidotes acting on the diſeaſe at the ſame, time, or by 
ſome chemical combination, which-may as take * 
between them in the body. | 

4th. JupcGiNnG, from my own limited experience, the 


acid appears better adapted to caſes of long ſtanding than 


primary affedtions, and promiſes to be of infinite ſervice, 


where the long continued exhibition of mercury has 


both debilitated the conſtitution, and impaired its. powers 
„ ; | over 
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over the virus, and where a cure, as en 


is by mercury alone impracticable. 3 
Sth. I does not appear that the nitric is in any re- 
ſpe preferable to * nitrous acid, in the cure of this 


— e 1 8 


E xtratts from an unpubliſhed French Pamphlet, en- 
titled “ Extrait du 11 vol. du Traité Complet ſur les 
Maladies Syphilitiques, par F. Swediaur, M. D.“ of 
which the original was furniſhed by the politeneſs of 

Mr. Cruikffank. 


Cir. Apo read, (the 7th of Meflidor, year 5,) 2 


memoir on the anti-venereal, and anti-pſoric properties of 


oxygen. © For three centuries,” ſays the author, “ mer- 


cury has been tortured in a thouſand ways, and no juſt 


ideas of its action on the animal œconOmy acquired. It 
was for modern chemiſtry to explain this action.“ It 
had for ſome time been preſumed, that IR, owe 
their virtue to oxygen. But this theory required to be 


- . confirmed by incontrovertible facts. This Cit. Alyon 
has done. « Who,” ſays he, © has ever thought of regard- 


ing the mere metal, as anti-venereal ? Is it not known. 


that many pounds can be ſwallowed without danger, and 
without effect? But now when we know mercury to be 


the moſt oxydable* of the metals; that for this purpoſe 


it is ſufficient to agitate it in the air; that the ſaliva will 


- 


oxydate it; and that on the other hand it is very eaſily 
diſ-axydable—if we attend to the facility with which, 


Lay) 


* This is falſe in every ſenſe; Mercury is not the moſt eaſily 
oxydated, nor does i it abſorþ moſt oxygen. Fd, 
| 0 


5 


9 


„ 


| condi unites to animal ſubſtanices—aee. ſhall eaſily con- 15 
ceive how all mercurial preparations act. Accordingly, 5 


to diſcover a_ powerful anti- venereal, we have only to 
take a ſubſtance that contains much oxygen, and that 
eaſily yields it to animal matter.” 

Hence Cit. Alyon has obtained ſeveral Pe 49 I 
of oxygen, which he has employed with the greateſt ſuc- 
ceſs in ſyphilis, He contrived an ointment ſuperior to 


the blue ointment of mercury, and which has produced 


the ſame effects. The hyper-oxygenated muriate of pot- 
aſh has much more certainly, and more ſpeedily healed 


chancres and venereal ulcers, than any mercurial hitherto 


employed. In the military hoſpital of St. Denys, he has Is 
made ſeveral experiments, confirming the facts he has ad- 

vanced. By augmenting the doſes of his oxygenated oint- 
ment, he has effected the ſame alivation, ſwelling of-the 
tonſils and diarrhœa that are produced by puſhing mer- 
curial friftions to exceſs. Such experiments cannot be 


too much repeated. They tend to improve and render 


rational the treatment of ſyphilis. 
From among the facts related by Cit. Alyon I ſhall 


quote two. They ſeem to confirm his opinion of the 


greater promptitude and efficacy of oxygen in compariſon 
with mercurials. This metal he regards as an impedi- 
ment to oxygen, which alone he affirms to be e 
when the treatment conſiſts in frictions. 

cAsE I. | 


A MAN, ta. had herpetic 8 on bis | 


Winde and feet, and on one of his cheeks. He bathed 
three days, Cit. Alyon then had the ulcerated parts rubbed 
twice or thrice with half a drachm of oxygenated un- 
| zuent. They ſkinned over in eleven . 3 nor has the 


patient 


03 
patient ſince experienced any ſuch effects of metaſtaſis 
_ (vulgarly repulſion) as uſually are produced by the topi- 
cal remedies uſed. in theſe affections. It cannot, ſays 
_ Cit. Alyon, be admitted that the oxygenated muriate 
acts as an aftringent repellent , ſince it aſſuages, as by 
enchantment, the ſharp pain of the affected parts. 


. CASE II. 


Aso pIER had a ſore, an inch in ſize, on the velum pen- 

dulum palati. He had ineffectually taken Van Swieten's 
ſolution for forty days. He touched the ſore thrice a day 
with ſolution of hyper- oxygenated muriate, and in n ſeven 
days it was quite well. 

Docrox Swzpraur, after reciting Mr. Scott's 
and Mr. Cruikſhants obſervations, adds, I have ex- 
ternally employed with ſucceſs oxygenated axunge in 
two caſes of primitive venereal ulceration on the-glans 
and prepuce, and hyper-oxygenated muriate in a third. 
In each caſe the ulcers were recent. They were 
very quickly cured without any other application or 
remedy. In all the other caſes of gonorrhea, or pri- 
mary venereal ulcer, in which I have employed oxy- 
gen externally, it appeared to render the diſcharge 
thicker, milder and whiter. It evidently expedited the 
cure. I warned all my patients to apprize me without 
delay, if the ſymptoms ſhould return, or any * 
of a general affection ariſe. 

I nAv employed nitrous acid internally, in various 
caſes of general ſyphilitic affection. The ſymptoms diſ- 
appeared, and in one caſe, where mercury had been em- 
ployed without ſucceſs. All eee had an increaſe 


* Repercuſif aftringent. This expreſſion ſhews the wretched 
ſtate of medical — among ſome of the lateſt writers in France. 


4 


Anfr. 


4 


df appetite. Two or three experienced a light afection 
of the fali vary glands, © In one there appeared ap btb in 

the mouth. Two patients complained of griping for u 
few days. But all theſe ſymptoms diſappeared of thems 
{elves —In all theſe caſes I uſed nitric acid, at thirty de- 
grees.” I have never e hee ti one hundred and thirty 


* 12 * 1 "x 4 
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grains 2 day.” 
In a note, Dr. Swediaur ſays, that Dr. Foureroy finds 
that oxygenated: (rancid)' axunge Fills mercury - muclt 


fooner than recent. Copper i is quickly oxydated byarunge 
ſubjeQted e ation vt" nitric es Tour Tra 
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e El 5 | OLED US Vos, HOST) 
N12 Six, 2b e Weymouth, January ary: 8, 1798. 
 ASHORT time ſince, Iwas ſhe wn a printed letterycirs 
culated by you, recommending a trial of the nitrous acid 
in venereal caſes, and which, from the manner you ſpoke 
of it, I was determined to do in the firſt convenient 
caſes that ſhould occur. From ſome medical friends in 
town, I find that their principal reliance on this medicine 
is in recent caſes only, but the caſe I have now the ho- 
nour of relating to you ſhews, that great effects may be 
expected in the moſt inveterate ſymptoms. 
On my mentioning your letter to a e cur 
geon here, he requeſted me to view a man then in his 
hoſpital, to ſee if I thought him a proper ſubject for a trial 
of the acid. The patient was a private ſoldier: of the 
Oxford Blues, and being unable to march with his regi- 
ment, hen they left our camp, he was ſent to this place, 
under the care of the above gentleman. '' This man Was 
firſt attacked with chancres in the uſual way, and which, 


from his not applying for relief in due time, ſpread ra- 
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parts of his body, particularly the perinzum and groin; 
when I ſaw him the diſeaſe had exiſted between four and 
five months, he was then a ſhocking, object, his face and 
neck being covered with ulcers. of that peculiar appear- 
ance which always marks the venereal diſeaſe, one large 


one in particular nearly ſurrounded the orbit of the left 
Me, rendering the bone carious. | Bark, opium, cicuta, | 


mercury, in all its forms, &c. had been tried, ſeparate and 
together, without producing the leaſt, good effect, or at 
all ſtopping the progreſs of the ulcers; he was ſo much 
emaciated, that he was unable to move without affiſtance, 

and we expected that death would ſoon relieve him from 
his torments. We directly began the acid, omitting every 
thing elſe; during the firſt four or five days he evidently 
grew worſe, but aſter that time his amendment was won 


derful, and in about three weeks from the firſt uſe of the 


medicine, he was ſo far recovered, as to be able to g⁰ as 


an outſide paſſenger on the a. to join his regiment. 


It was alſo uſed with ſucceſs on another man who could 


not bear mercury. I tried it in a very bad and foul ulcer 


on the legs not, venereal and it HEY. was of gre⸗ at 
ſervice. | 1 | | 

I HAVE found, F gificulty, in \ Leenlng: my 
patients a ſufficient length of time.in the uſe of, this 1 re- 
medy; owing to the tediouſneſs of ſucking it through a 
tube; if a more convenient method could be obtained, it | 


f 


| 3 I remain, &cz 
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would Id certainly be a means of making it more general. 
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. Ir may not be uſeleſs to obſetve, "hit immediately Be. 
fore the following letter was written, T had tranſmitted 
to Dr. Geath, a paper which had jut been circulated. 
As Dr, Geach evidently. alludes to chat paper, I have 
N it here 2 N x1 mat 3 73165 Fo rug 
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apvigar; rhei phylibiatis and furgeons have 
poſitively affirmed, that nitrous dd and other ſubſtarices 
of analogous conſtitution, ate a cettain and ſpeedy Te 
medy againſt the lues veneres: T0 Eſtablfth this point, 
many inſtances of cures in the early ſtage of that difeate 
have been atteſted. But, as the ſucceſs of experiments 
made in recent and doubtful caſes; which might perhaps 
have terminated happily by other means, and without-the 
adminiſtration of mercury, are unſuitable; proofs. of the 
efficacy of a ſuppoſed vifiivenereat remedy; it has been 
judged fit to invite practitieners to make tria}-of theſe 
medicines in more inveterate enſes; where welkmarked 
blotches, nodes, uleerated fautes, and other characteriſtie „ 
ſymptoms of a genuine ſyphilis app Thoſe patients . 
who have not uſed mercury, or who' may have employed 
it long ago, and had a relapſe of their complaints, are the 
moſt unexceptionable for this pufpoſe. We have been 
informed that „ above one hundred bad caſes and ät 
teſted as cured beyond all reaſonable doubt?” Rut, n 
- Impartially exatnining the evidence brought forwurd re 
| ſpecting them, there is ground to' conclude, that ths de- 
Claration has not beef verified by legitimate example. | 
Tus hopes of experimenters are ſanguins; the pabRe 
8 wind continues in fuſpenſe + the: matter in queſtion is 6f "2 
OY . D 2 - very I 
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very great importance, agg cannot ſoon be decided by the 
obſervations of an individual: For theſe reaſons, it is pre- 
ſumed, no umbrage will be given by this mode of ſolicit- 
ing gentlemen to employ the new medicines, in une- 
quivocal caſes of confirmed ſyphilis ; and, if they do not 
wiſh to conceal the reſult of their experience from the 
world, to ſend ſuch reports as they may pleaſe to commu- 
nicate, either to the editor of this letter, at his own houſe ; 
or directed (for him) to Mr. Callow, Bookſeller, Crown- 
court, Windmill-ftreet, near Golden-ſquare ; or to Mr. 
Con, . Bookſeller i in St. Thomas's-ſtreet, Borough. 
Is any of theſe communications ſhould be deemed in- 
| applicable to the ſubje&_intended.to be illuſtrated, they 
| will, be returned to their reſpective authors, and omitted 


in the 1 ication ae on the oppoſite page. 
WITTIAM Br AIR. | 


i 


20 Tur 1 which the author of this paper has 


paid me, by imitating me-in the meaſure of a circular let- 
ter, ſhall not prevent me from remarking an inaccuracy 
in the fitft ſentence—an inaccuracy of fact, I mean. No 
other would be worth notice.' Few, if any, of the perſons 
to whom he alludes, have generally . affirmed the ſub- 
ſtances in queſtion to be, © certain and ſpeedy remedies 
againft the lues venerea.” They relate their obſerva- 
tions, call upon others to make win and wait | in ſuſ- 
penſe the final reſult. 5 „ 
Tux firſt ſentence of the 500 1 may 

4 afford an inſtructive leſſon to ee e The 
hopes of experimenters are ſanguine—true. | But the hopes 
of experimenters are alſo not fanguine. Either propoſition 
"8 right or wrong, as it is applied. The felicity of its 
application to the Plymouth experimenters, whoſe obſer- 
vations form ſo large a portion of the exiſting evidence, 
is well illuſtrated by Dr. Geach's letter, in which he ſays, 


'% © 


EY 


that be entered upon the uſe of nitrous acid with à fee 
of diſtruſt, almoſt of contempt. Will the writer faſten h 
reproach on the Woolwich experimenters? Or does he 
only mean, that there have been, fince the world began, 
inſtances of ſanguine experimenters, though the principal 
perſons engaged in this enquiry were either not ſanguine, 
br remarkably ſceptical ? Or what 'is it he would have 
with his maxim?—The public.mind continues in faſpenſe. 


Meaſures, however, as the author probably knew, had al- a 


ready been taken to put an end to this ſuſpenſe, and I am 
glad that he has promiſed to join his endeavours. The 
reporters, no doubt, will thank him to ſhew that the 


caſes, adduced here and elſewhere, are illegitimate. They 


will put up with the ſhame for the ſake 22 wy e 
EpiToR, 
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Dran sin,, qa! Hoſpital, Nov. 44.2797. 
ALTHOUGH, when I ſent ta you my laſt letter and 


report, concerning the nitrous acid, I had not ſeen its 
power to remove venereal eruptions, yet I have ſince ob- 


ſerved its efficacy in two inſtances, and ſeveral with go- 
norrhcea have been cured by its internal uſe, and by in- 
jedting, after the inflammation was gone, and the diſ- 


charge bog! to —_— with the nitrous acid, well di- 


el 
Wasen the LON add, thee nee 
caſes were tranſmitted, thirty patients, with buboes, 
- chancres, and excoriations, have been cured ſolely by n- 
trous acid, whoſe caſes Mr, Hammick, junior, is about to 
bring forward to you; and ſa convinced are we now of its 
efficacy, that mercury, in ſuch caſes, has been but little 
mn nitrous acid was adopted; 
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ſtances we ourſelves have deſpaired, eſpecially when we 


418) 


andifwe are not difappainted ; in future, i it will be, perhape, 
further diſcontinued. Beſides the firmneſs and ſoftneſs 
of the cicatrices, we haye obſerved that the fallow tinge of 
oun e attendant on infection, has diſappeared 
= the x more prominent ſymptoms « of this diſcaſe, How- 
ever, we have alſo remarked, that a certain quantity of 
tbe nitrous acid muſt be adminiſtered before the venereal 
appearances vaniſh—but this certain quantity we have 
not, as yet, been able, exactly to aſcertain: neither do 
we ſee how we can well bring this experiment to the 
teſt; as much depends on conſtitution, whether ſcorbutic, 
or ſcrofulous, much on the nature and activity of the 
virus itſelf, and much on the climate, as that of the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies,” Neither can it appear ſtrange, that a 
certain quantity is thus required to ſubdue this diſorder, 
ſince we often find that ſeveral ounces of quickſilver 
ointment muſt be uſed before the ſymptoms 1 or the 
diſorder be altogether eradicated. 

Ir therefore we do not very ſoon ſucceed in very bad 
caſes, we ought not to be diſcouraged, and give up this 
nitrous medicine, which, for want of experience, we may 
deem inadequate. It will be but candid to own, that in 


this hoſpital, we have ſometimes been in doubt and ſuſ- 
penſe when the cure has not gone on ſo rapidly as we 
-expedted, and yet, by perſeverance, the end at laſt has 


-been obtained. Many practitioners, who have not ſuch | 
opportunities as we have in this public and great hoſpital, 
which is ſeldom without ſixty or ſeventy patients in this 
| Uiforder, might deſpair after a ten weeks trial, might 
-#dandon the medicine, and ſtigmatize it. In ſome in- 


firſt began to uſe it, and even diſcontinued it, and adopted 

the friction, but che friction aggravating the diſorder, we 

"Fetupried to the nitrous acid again, and fucceeded. We 
Þ 2 ; have 
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have obſerved, that the unftion affeQs, the mouth much 
ſooner after the nitrous acid has been taken and diſcon- 
tinued, but this effect has not followed the nitrous _ 
itſelf, as was noticed in my firſt letter. 21 38; 3 
Ix one inſtance, after. the nitrous acid 3 8 
uſed, and ſuch a trial giyen-of it, as to tire the patience = 
of the ſick, and exerciſe our own, a very ſmall chancre 
on the glans, which for ſeveral weeks remained ftation- 
ary, yielded to the friction. But why fo ſmall an ulcer 
ſhould reſiſt the nitrous acid, and very large and ſordid. 
chaneres ſubmit to it, I confeſs I know. not—and this 
_ circumſtance, already alluded to, in my firſt letter, has 
ſince been confirmed in one, and but one inſtance ; ; and 
this incident is more to be wondered at, becauſe the ſymp- 
toms attending the lues, combined both with ſcuryy and 
ſcrofula, have been cured with the nitrous acid, and a 
foul bubo, with the gland enlarged and prominent, has 
healed up, in a ine, who is ſtill in the hoſpital, and A 
in good health. | 
E of the nab opinion concerning this medicine 
will ind it very difficult to prove, that the caſes, ſent by . 
Mr. Hammick, were not venereal. We have proof 
enough to ſubſtantiate the facts, or if not deemed enough, 
we can call for, and. obtain, the teſtimonies of the naval 
ſurgeons, who had attended the patients before they were 
| ſent to this hoſpital, Theſe men, when cured, were re- 
turned to their reſpecti ve ſhips, and e were lan > 
on account of imperfect cures. 2.6 
SEVERAL eminent practitioners, in chis ibs 
hood, were induced to viſit the yenereal patients when 
they firſt entered upon this nitrous and acid plan ; have 
ſeen them when their cures were advancing, and when 
completed. Could all theſe practitioners be miſtaken in 
what IEF. faw? Will eee . * wee 


TH 


65 impeached? and can thoſe only decide, hs had .no 
opportunity of examining any of the patients, or be the 


arbitrators in this matter? Muſt ſuch Pronounce that the : 


_ diſorder of ſo many ſeamen and "marines was miſtaken, 
and the nitrous acid incompetent ? But if the caſes ſo de- 
ſcribed, ſo atteſted, and tranſmitted by us were not vene- 
Teal, it will be matter of ſatisfaction, as well as of reproof, 
if thoſe who doubt, would name the diſorder that could 
thus mimick, and aſſume the face of a bubo, a chancre 

ſurrounding the prepuce, a mortified penis, and diſſemi- 
nated eruptions. If it be ſaid that ſerofula might occa- 
ſion all thoſe appearances, or ſcurvy combined with ſcro- 
fula, then, waving the power of the nitrous acid to 
eure the lues, let us rejoice that it war” remove another 
yy ſtubborn diſorder. | 8 ots | 

ALTHOUGH I have noticed, yet I will not bets bring 
forward for unerring proof, the virtue of the nitrous 
acid in gonorrhœa, becauſe a notion has of late pre- 
vailed, that gonorrhcea will cure itſelf, and ceaſe of its 
own accord, but I have a patient now, who has waited 
for this purpoſe full ſix months, in hopes of his diſorder 
ſtopping, as the clown ſat down by the river n 8 00a 
ing when all the water would run off. 8 
Lux us not ſuſpect that 1 a predominant 

| eos, can ſpur on opponents to invalidate matters of fact, 
ſince all our endeavours have been without bias or acri- 

mony, to eftabliſh, as far as we went, the power of a 

new medicine, to cure an old and ſtubborn diſorder. We 
have indeed been ſomewhat chagrined, (and what we 
have felt within ourſelves, we can readily pardon in 
others) when” we have been unſucceſsful, but we have 

. not been provoked, becauſe we were not the firſt to bring 


21 dare not attempt to correct this palpable error by con- 
aue. Should it be pride ? . 


: "hm. 


TT 
this medicine into vogue, neither have we been 
at the riſing reputation of others, nor emulous of fame, 
nor eager after fortune. Where we have been Z 
we have been bold, and when in doubt we have been 
_ diffident. | 
As the faculty, at * and abroad, are now publicly 
ſolicited to aſcertain, with all poſſible preciſion, the effi4 
_ eacy of this medicine in a terrible diſorder, which. for 
ages has yielded to no medicine hitherto known in theſe 
regions but mercury, it is to be hoped that the enquiry 
will be conducted with liberality and temper, as all are 
embarked in the cauſe of truth very intereſting to the 
welfare of mankind. |, If this medicine, by united endea- 
vours, and obſervations, ſhould hereafter be found fully 
adequate to the removal of this diſorder, in every ſtage, 
it will be happy for the community that ſuch a malady 
may be cured without any injury to the conſtitution. 5 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 1 
Your moſt humble, and obliged ſervant, _ 
FRA. GEACH, 


* » 1 \ 
———— 
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Royal Hoſpital, Plymouth, November 145 1797. 
Dram SIR, | | 
I Do myſelf the honour of ſending y you thirty-ſix caſes, 

- which I believe will tend to corroborate thoſe already 
tranſmitted, and have the pleaſure further to add, that 
George Hall, who was the firſt man ſent to the hoſpital, 
and took the nitrous acid in April, and was diſcharged i in 
May, is now in the marine barracks, and remains per. 

_ fectly cured of his diſorder, and in good health. Samuel 
Pope, ſeaman, Caſe 12, in the former Report, was ſound 
on the 10th of September. John Fail, ſeaman, Caſe 13, 

in the preſent Reports TE return gf any venereal 


ſymptoms 
Fir | 


/ 


(6) 
ſymptoms on the 6th of November. James Deacon, 
Caſe, 9, now ſent, was well on the Loth inſtant; and 

Robert Harris, Cale I 2 laſt publiſhed, who had taken on 

the 28th day of Aug. when his caſe was tranſmitted, 164 

drachms of the nitrous acid, was diſcharged from this 

Hoſpital on the 13th of October, after his bubo had been 

perfectly ſound a fortnight, and his health reinſtated: 
the ſum total of the nitrous acid taken by this man was 

#109 hundred and fifteen drachms. 

_ Havins brought forward the preſent caſes in peak 

of the efficacy of the nitrous acid, 1 hope it will not be 

preſumption to add, that the fulpburic or vitriolie acid has 

ſome claim to the attention of the public ; ; as it has ſuc- 

ceded in the cafes annexed, I hope that the efficacy of this 

medicine may have other trials, as the reſult may tend to 

evince ſtill more the effect of ſuch acids in the cure of 
the venereal diſeaſe, at leaſt in ſome ſtages of it, and 

that the whole may be brought to a greater degree of 

e 5 


* am, Jp Sir, 
Log Your moſt obliged ſervant, &c.” | 
AFrir fr HAMMIck, Jun. 


CASE I, ; ox af] 


„ 8 ſcrjeant of marines, 44 years, : 
of age, was received into the hoſpital on the 12th day f 
June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, which he had 
contracted ahout three weeks before; he } now, on 
the right ſide of the penis, a large chancre, with much 
Inflammation, for which, he ſaid, he had never taken any 
medicine, nor made any application to the part itſelf; he 
Was that day ordered acidi nitroſi 3 ij. ſyr. ſim. Zviij. aq. ; 
| font. lb. lj. m. et bibat quotigie. The chancre was dreſſed 
: 1 with 
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vith the ung. ſperm. cet. He continued his nitrous drink 
daily to the 19th day of July, when the chanere being 
healed, and the patient in every reſpect well, was diſ- 


charged on that day from the 118 3 in 0008 | 


to go on duty. 


N. B. This man had never taken wn mere pre- 


„ 


AR 11. this S128 


8 n 25 years 1 was 


received into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 19th day of 


May, 1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted about 


| fix weeks before, and for which he had uſed the mercurial 


friction, and taken various mercurial preparations on 
board, without any relief; a great enlargement of the 
glands, in the right inguen, was found, with ſome ſlight 


tendency, on the lower part, to ſuppuration, but the ſur- 


rounding integuments were hard and tenſe; the follow- 
ing day he was ordered N acidi nitroſi 3 iſs. ſy. ſim, Zvij. ag. 
font. ij. m. et bibat. quotidie. The bubo was fomented 


and poulticed twice a day. He continued his drink daily 


to the 31ſt of May, when the bubo (now ready to ſup- 
purate\ was touched with the lapis infernalis, and on the 
5th of June, the eſchar was thrown off; he then recom- 
menced the nitrous drink of the ſame ſtrength as before; 


12th the poultice was diſcontinued, and a drefling of 
| ſpermaceti ointment applied; he continued the nitrous 
drink daily till the 31ſt day of July, when the bubo was 


completely healed ; the enlargement and hardneſs of the 


other inguinal glands were gone; the man was diſ- 


charged, in good health, on that —_ from the 


» Hoſpital, to 80 i in his m 


CASE 
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Marrnzw TouckzzM An, ſeaman, 30 years of ge, 
was received into the Royal Hoſpital, at Plymouth, on 
the 20th day of June, 1797, for a venereal complaint, 
contracted about two years ſince, for which he had been 
often in the ſurgeon's liſt on board, and had taken in- 
wardly, and uſed outwardly, a great quantity of mercu- 
rial preparations, ſo as to produce: three or four different 
times a copious ptyaliſm ; four large deep foul ulcers 
were now'perceiyed in the right groin, where the glands 


n 


#* 


had ſometime before ſuppurated; there was an hardneſs 


all around, and their edges were callous and inflamed z he 
was that day ordered N acidi nitroſi Zij. ſy: ſim. FI vüj. 


aq. font. bij. m. et bibat quotidie; the part itſelf was or- 
dered to be fomented twice a day, and then dreſſed with 


the ung; alb. He continued this nitrous drink daily to the 
31ſt of July, when the ulcers were healed, the enlarge- 


ment of the different glands entirely gone, and the man, 


in every reſpect free of his venereal complaint, was re- 
moved to another ward, as he was * times trqubied 
with fits. 


CASE IV, 


* 


Joun Wirk Ixs, ſeaman, 26 years of age, was re- 
_ ceived into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 11th day of June, 
1797, for a venereal complaint of two months ſtanding ; 
.he informed me that at firſt he had a gonorrhœa with its 
concomitant ſymptoms, for which he took ſome calomel 
pills; that the gonorrhœa ceaſed in a ſhort time, and he re. 
turned to his duty; but ſoon afterwards he perceived 4 


yelling and pain in the left groin, which continuing to 
increaſe, 


( 45 ) 


I 
increaſe, he again applied to his ſurgeon, ks whoſe 
care he remained a month, but not getting better he was 
ſent hither ; there was found in the left groin a conſider- 
able enlargement of the glands, without the leaſt diſpo- 
ſition to ſuppurate; he had alſo a ſmall chancre on the 


glans; the next day he Was ordered E acidi nitrofi 
Ziſs. ſy. im. 3viij. aq. font. Wij. m. et bibat quotidie. The 
indurated part was. fomented, and he continued his ni- 
trous drink to the 21ſt day of Auguſt, when the enlarge- 
ment of the inguinal glands was entirely gone (a ſmall 
ſuppuration in the lower part of the ſwelling having 
taken place on the 8th of July), the chancre early diſap- 
peared; not the ſmalleſt hardneſs to be felt; the man was 
diſcharged, in good nn on that "I to or bis ſhip, 
VIS. gn . 


one Sf 


E458” T7 25 


„ 5 1 vs 4 5 n 


* o Sh 


TOA Bean} nan 23 years of age, was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital; on'the'28th day'of 'May; 1797, 
for 2 venereal complaint; contracted about a month be- 
fore; he ſaid, at firſt 'n chancre appeared on the glans 
penis, for which his ſurgeon, on board, gave him a blue 
vitriolic lotion, and mercurial pills to take inwardly ; 
that his mouth ſoon became ſore, and in about three 
weeks his chancre healed; he then returned to duty, 
but ſoon after there was a ſwelling in his groin, which 
continued i creaſing about ſeven days, when he was ſent 
hither, 1 had now an enlargement of ſeveral of the 


left inguip 


4111 


lent; e next day he was ordered 4 fomentation and 


poultice, and to take K acidi nitroſi Zifs. ly. firm. 
Zvi. aq. font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie. June 7. the 
bubo now . large, and - ready, to ſuppurate, Was 


* touched i 


al lands, to a great extent, hard, and indo- 


' 


64863 


* with the lapis infernalis, a large eſchar was 
5 thrown off in four days. June 25, bubo dreſſed wirh the 
ung. ſperm. cet. inſtead of poultige; went on with the 
nitrous drink. J uly 12, the wound was healed, but a 
great hardneſs and enlargement of the ſurrounding glands 
remained; enjoined to continue the-drink and foment the 
Part at night ; this he complied with; 'and on the 28th 


| tay of Aa was ee * cured, | 1 5 
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TL „Jun e PO Oy b pdirs of am 8 re- 
| Sided on the 19th day of June, 1797, for the venereal 
diſeaſe, contracted about a month; he had taken mercu- 
rial preparations, on board, without effect. The whole 

- glans penis was now, covered with foetid and foul 
chancres ; the next day he was ordered IK acidi nitroſi 
Ziſs. ſy. ſim. 3; viij. ag. font, ij. m. et bibat quotidie. 
To apply a dreſſing of ung. alb. to the chancres. The ni- 
trous drink he continued to the 28th day of Auguſt, 

when the chancres were healed; and no yeſtige of the ve- 

nereal diſeaſe; was viſible; he was that day diſcharged. 
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oy cast VII. 
8 Vrand; ſeaman, 22 years of age, was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital the 19th day of June, 1797, 
for a venereal complaint, contradted more than eleven 
weeks fince, during the greater part of which time he 

had been under the care of the ſurgeon, © on board his ſhip, ; 
hut not gaining ground, he was ſent hither with a phy- 
moſis; the prepuce was much contracted and ſwollen, 
with a of matter from between the prepuce and 
: | "0 ; 


[d þ 
cd 


glans; a - bibs; which! kad ſuppurated a about thret Weeks, 
ſince in the left groin had never healed, and at preſent: it 
looked foul, and diſcharged much; the next day he was 
ordered to foment and apply a poultice to the prepuce and 
groin, and to take N acidi nitroſi 3; ĩiſs. ſy. ſim. Zviij. aq. 
font. ij. m. et dibat quotidie. 30th. Bubocleaner, phymdſis 

tter. July 16, bubocicatrized;; the prepuce ſoft and free;j 
with only an excoriation now to be ſeen on the glans. 
He took the nitrous drink daily from the 20th of June 'to! 


„ te e e py 
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e VEIL. Je! 

Jos: x WII sou, :feampti, 22 years of age, was fe- 
ceived into this hoſpital, on the 3d day of Auguſty 1797 
for a venereal infection, contracted two months ſinee ; 
at firſt he found a ſwelling in the leſt groin, for whiel 
his ſurgeon ordered ſome pills, and enjoined him to fu 
on his thighs at night a ſmall quantity of mercurial 
ointment; the man per̃ſevered about 20 times, the bubs' 
diſperſed; his mouth was not affected with the mereuryʒ | 
the Telling of bis groin ſoon returned; accompatiied 
with a chancre on the penis; he took ſome mereuriaÞ 
medicine again, but as the bubo would not diſperſe, he 
was ſent to this hoſpital; he has had a diarrhœa on him 
for the laſt ſeven weeks, and was much weakened and 
emaciated; the had now three large glandular ſwellings 
in the left 1 inguen, with à chancre on the penis; the next 
day he was ordered M acidi nitroſi Fils. ſy. ſim. Zvi. 93 
aq. font. 15 jj. m. et bibat quotidie. For his diarrhoea ſome 
medicine was preſcribed; he continued his nitrous drink, 


daily to the 1ſt day of September, when the bubo was 
1 5 3 


bn 


bY Kilperled, the chanere healed, but fill complaining of 
1 5 bis diarrhcea he was ſent from the n to the medi- . 


eil department. 4 
. 
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* bene N 24 * of age, codhived 

nh hoſpital, on the 26th day of June, 1797, for a 
venereal complaint, contracted about two months ſince 3 

had a gonorrhcea z he applied to his ſurgeon, who ordered 

him an injection, upon which the diſcharge ceaſed, but 

ſoon after he had returned to his duty he found a ſwel- 
ling in both groins ; he then rubbed about 20 times with 

the mercurial ointment, this produced a ptyaliſm, which 

laſted three weeks, with a violent cough ; he was ſent 

hither, and has now indurated glands in both groins, 

with an-excoriation on the glans; penis; the next day he 

was ordered N acidi nitrofi 3 iſs. ſy. fim. Fviij. aq. font. hij. 

5 m. et bibat quotidie, and to foment well the indurations 
With the common fomentations. He continued the nitrous 

- acid daily to the 4th day of September, when the indu- 
rations of the glands were gone (three of them having 
ſuppurated in the right, and one in the left groin, which dif- 
charged but little, and ſoon cloſed) without any hardneſs 

or tumour e the man was * * 
on that * 


0 CASE, X. 


Joux ArMsTRONG, ſeaman, 26 years of age, re- 
ceived into the boſpital July 13, 1797, at firſt ſent to 
the medical department for a feveriſh complaint; but 
there his fever being found ſymptomatic, he was ſent to 
the ſurgical ward; on the 18th of July, he had an her- 
nia humoralis, and he N N that about three 


(4). 


weeks fince he contracted a gonorrhea, fr Which he 


threw up an injection; that ten days after the diſcharge 
ſuddenly ceaſed, and ſoon hexfelt a pain in his left teſtis, 
which increaſed td 4 great degree, attended with rigors 


and thirſt ; he complained to the ſurgeon, on board, but 


concealed the cauſe; on the day of his coming to out 


ward, he was ordered N acidi nitroſi Ziſs. ſy. ſim. 
Sviij. aq. font. ij. m. et bibat. quotidie, and to apply a 


cold faturnine poultice to the part. 26th day of J ulyz in- 

: flammation nearly reduced, fever gone; 3d of Auguſt, in- 
flamation quite gone, but an enlargement and hardneſs of 
the epididymis remained. He continued the nitrous drink 


and fomentation daily till the 6th day of September, 


when the enlargement and hardneſs were gone, and the 


man, in all reſpects well, was diſcharged. I 


EASE 2 


i 


| | Mic#AtL 9 n 22 n of ny Was 

received into this hoſpital; on the 11th day of June, 1797, 
for a venereal complaint, contracted about ſix weeks 
ſince, during which time he had been under the care of 
his ſurgeon, on board, for a chanere on the glans; which 
had healed under a courſe of, mercury; without ptyaliſm, - 

but the enlargement of the inguinal glands remained; he 


had, when he became our patient, enlargements of the 


Teft inguinal glands, forming a large tumour, and where the 


chancre was, remained callous; the next day he was 


ordered R acidi nitroſi 3ij. ſy. ſim. Zviij. aq. font. Bij. m. 
et capiat quotidie, to ſoment twice a day the indurations. 

He continued his nitreus medicine daily to the 13th day 
of September, when the indurations were quite diſperſed, 


(a flight ſuppuration of two of the glands having taken 
, E . 


f 


(%}) 


place) ad the man, in good health, v wasdicharged Hom 
the oP Hoſpital to join his ſhip. 


| eas | XI; © 


"IT? nous Bonn, ſeaman, 24 years 6f age, received 
Into this hoſpital, on the 18th day of Jane, 1797, for a 
venereal infection, received fix weeks ſince, for which he 
nad not taken any medicine, nor made any application to 
the part itſelf; he had a very large inflamed bubo in the 
left groin, giving him intolerable pain; the anodyne fo- 
mentation was uſed, and the yeaſt poultice applied twice 
u day, and he took K acidi nitroſi ij. fy. fim. Fx. aq. 
font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie. N opii gr. ij. *＋ nn 
ſum. July iſt, the bubo now arrived to a very large ſize 
and ſuppurated : the lapis infernalis applied: continue ni- 
trous drink, opiate, poultice and fomentation : July 4, 
eſchar thrown'off about two inches and a half in length, 
one in breadth: ftill great inflammation at the edges and 
ſurrounding integuments, with a ſtrong diſpoſitionto ſpread : 
drink, &c. continued: 10th, large diſcharge from the bubo, 
inflammation and pain lefs, appetite returned: 21ſt, bubo 
now cleaner, was drefſed with the ung. alb. inſtead of 
|  poultice: | Auguſt 19th, the ulcer healed, but there re- 
mained an evident enlargement and hardnefs of the 
glands: dreſſing diſcontinued, fomented at night, and he 
continued the nitrous acid daily till the ith day of 
September, when he was diſcharged cured, in 335 | 
join his ſhip. | Co | 
I 13 B. * man never wok a mercury: —_ | 


© © 8 a 8 . 
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4 cab an. 


John Fal, nne 22 years «f voy PE 8 


the 20th day of July, 1797, for a venereal complaint, 


contracted four months before; he ſays, for the laſt three 
months he has been confined to his hammock, oonſtantly 
taking medicines for chancres on the glans and-prepuce; 
that his mouth had been ſore, and continued ſo ten days; 
he became very weak, and waſted both in ſtrength and 
Heſh ; his chancres appeared to yield at that time, but 


ſince, diſcontinuing the mercury, they have gained ground; 


he had now a chanere that preyed upon a fmall portion 
of prepuce that remained, and another on the glans 


penis; this man was ſo weak as not to be able to quit his 


bed, had a hectic cough and ſweats, pain of the breaſt, . 
nocturnal pain in his limbs, no appetite, at times diarrhoea, . 
became more and more waſted and debilitated, and a vene- 
real cadaverous appearance; the ſame day he was or- 


dered, & acidi nitroſi gij. ſy. ſim. Ix. decoct. lignor. bij. 


m. et bibat quotidie; his cough allayed by an opiate at 


night; 28th, chancres clean, appetite improves, and 


other ſymptoms favourable; he continued his nitrous 
drink daily to the 12th day of September, when it was 
diſcontinued, as the chancres had been ſome days well, 


and the man's appetite good; pain of limbs abated, | 
ſweats and diarrhcea ſuppreſſed, and nothing but a fight = 


cough remaining, the man, though thus far A 
was deemed, and IRE an invalide. REN | 


L 


CASE XIV. \ 


Bick Wan marine, 32 years of age, v was 


| received into this hoſpital, on the 16th day of Auguſt, 


. 
*, 4 


E 2 8 2 1797 


8 Jyg- 
1797, for a venereal infection, received ten weeks be- 
fore; at firſt he had a gonorrhcea, which continued 


about nine weeks; then a phymoſis came, with chancres | 
on the outſide of the prepuce ; this man negleQing him- 


ſelf, had only taken one doſe of cathartic pills, when he 
| was ſent hither ; he had now a phymoſis, three chancres 
on the outſide of the prepuce, much inflammation and 
ſwelling of the penis, and a very foul ulcer in the right 
groin, where a bubo ſuppurated five days before ; he was 
ordered, R acidi nitroſi 3iiſs. ſy. ſim. Zxij. aq. font. ij. m. 


et bibat quotidie. Sept. 1, bubo and chancres were clean, : 


phymoſis yielding, but a great diſcharge of matter iſſued 


from the urethra, attended with great pain in paſſing his 
urine ; he had alſo an enlargement of one of the left in- 
guinal glands; 8th, chancres and bubo healed, and the 
glans was denuded, induration in the left inguen not in- 
creaſing, but the diſcharge from the urethra great, the 


inflammation gone from the penis; he threw up the fol- 


lowing injection, N acidi nitroſi, gtt. iv. aq. font. Zviij. 

m. f. injectio. 9th, has thrown up the injection, ſince yeſ- 
terday, five times, it ſmarted much, but did not produce 
any inflammation on the penis; continued nitrous drink 


and injection; 12th, enlargement of the groin gone, 
gonorrhœa leſs; 16th, gonorrhœa nearly ceaſed, the 


prepuce is ſoft and well; continued the drink and injec- 
tion regularly till the 25th day of September, when he 
was diſcharged cured. 

N. B. This man never took any Mercury. 


15 
[ 
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Joux Me ARLON, marine, 21 years of age, was re- 
ceived on the 23d day of Auguft, 1797, for a go- 


CASE XV 8 


| norrhœa of ſix weeks Raging, the three latter of which 
he 


1 : 
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. 1 . 
tbe els care of a ſurgeon, and had taken- 15 
mercury, which affected his mouth; but his gonorrhera 


increaſing, he was ſent to this hoſpital ; he had noẽ-wa 


gonorrhcea, attended for the laſt four days with a ſlight 
phymoſis, and great heat of urine; the next day be was 
ordered, N acidi nitroſi 3ij. ſy. fim. Jviij. aq. font. Bij. m. 
et capiat quotidie, Sept. 1ſt, phymoſis yielded, but go- 
norrhcea ſtill profuſe ; Bth, inflammation of the penis and 


glans gone; continued the drink and uſed the following 


injection, X aeidi nitroſi gtt. iy. aq. font, 3 viij. m. f. in- 
jectio. He continued his nitrous injection and drink daily 
to the 25th day of September, when he WAS un 


. : 
7 c XVI, 


WII LIAN Rook, ſeaman, 24 years of age, was re» 


ceived into This hoſpital, on the 3oth day of Auguſt, 


1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted about three 
months fince ; he ſaid, that the firſt appearance was a 
chancre on the lower part of the penis, that ſoon a phy- 
moſis came on, attended with a diſcharge of matter from 
between the glans and prepuce, a chanere on the pre- 
puce, and an enlargement in the groin; that he took 
ſome mercurial pills from the ſurgeon, and rubbed mer- 
curial ointment, till a ptyaliſm was produced, which - 
| laſted a fortnight ; the ſwelling of the groin, and chaneres 

on the penis vaniſhed, but no other benefit was derived; 
that ſince he had this diſeaſe on him, he had heen re- 
moved to three different ſhips, and conſequently ynder the 
care of three different ſurgeons ; about ten days ſince, 
the phymoſis continuing very bad, the ſurgegn on board 
divided the prepuce, an hæmorrhage enſued, and inflam- 
mation followed, although he took medicine and was 
attended to, yet getting worſe, he' was ſent hither ; a 


(54) 


man healehy tin this venereal infection ; he had an ex- 
tremely bad paraphymoſis, great inflammation, and hard- 
neſs of the part, attended with fœtor, livid color, and 
diſcharge from the divided parts, tending to gangrene, 
indeed nothing could have a more alarming appearance; 
he was immediately ordered, N acidi nitios Ziiſs. ſy. ſim. 
Ixij- aq. font. hij. m. et bibat quatidie. R opii gr. ij. h. 
I. ſ. The ſuffering part was well fomented with a ſtrong 
decoction of chamomile flowers, poppy heads, and al- 
thea roots, and the yeaſt poultice was applied; 31ſt, as 
yeſterday, drink, &c. continued; 2d, livid appearance 
and inflammation of the part les 3 as he was coſtive, a 
doſe of caſtor oil was ordered, drink, &c. continued ; 

3d, inflammation much abated, livid appearance leſs, 
a diſcharge of matter from the inciſed wounds of the 
: paraphymoſis ; drink, &c. ordered; bth, inflammation | 
gone, and granulations become healthy ; ; dreſſed with the 

ung. album in lieu of poultice ; nitrous acid continued] 3 
13th, paraphymoſis quite gone, a chancre come on the 
glans near the frenum; drink continued, opiate not or- 
dered. He took his e le acid mixture daily to the 2 5th 
day of Sept. when the wound and chancre were healed 
(but ſcarcely any prepuce remained to cover the glans) 
and the man, quite well in other reſpects, was diſcharged 
to. join his hip. This man 's cure was aſtoniſhingly 
rapid, . 


2 EE 5-þ 


FEpwanp süknan, ſeaman, 40 years of age, wa 
received into the venereal ward, from the medical de- 
| partment, on the 17th of Auguft, 1797, for a venereal 
infection of ſix days; he ſaid, four days before he per- 
ceived : chancre on the outs of the Nee for which 

* he 


/ wa 

he had not taken a any_ thing, nor made any appli- 
cation to the part itſelf ; he had now a phymoſis, two 
chancres on the outſide of the prepuce, a diſcharge of ö 
matter from the glans and inſide of the prepuce, and . 
ſmall induration of one of the right inguinal glands 3 
the ſame day he was ordered, R acidi nitroſi Zij. ſy. 3; 
ſim. Zviij. 2g. font. (bij. m. et bibat quotidie, and 

a poultice applied to the prepuce. He continued bis 
* —— drink to the 26th day of September, when he 
was diſcharged, quite cured, from the Royal Hoſpital. 

N. B. This man did not take any FT \ 


— 


CcAsE XVIII. 


Jou ExoLim, ſeaman, 23 years of age, Was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital, on the 13th day of September, 
1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted about fix 
weeks; ; had ſuffered ſeyerely from the diſeaſe about two 
years ſince; had not taken any medicine for this laſt infec- 
tion; he had z phymoſis, a chancre juſt within the pre- 
puce, a yenereal ſcab on both elbows, and upper part of 
one thigh; the ſame day he was ordered, K acidi nitroſi 

Si. ſy. ſim. zxij. aq. font. ij. m, et bibat quotidie ; the 

- Nitrous drink he took regularly to the 2d day of October, 
when the chanere and phymoſis were healed, and the 
venexeal ſcales having fallen off, and left the integ Fr 
ments clear, he was that 17 e „ 


5 8 *Ix. | 
408 
EpwARD Downr, marine, 40 years of age, was re- 
ceived into the venereal ward, Sept. 5 1797, for a go- 
e e about ſix weeks kince, "We laſt five 


W 


6 *. 


TE of which he had taken medicine for it, but without be- 
nefit ; ; he had now a lar, ge diſcharge of matter from the 


urethra, with chordee and heat of urine; the ſame day | 


he was ordered, N acidi nitroſi Ziſs. ſy. ſim. Zviij. aq. 


font. fhij, m, et bibat quotidie, and- to uſe three or four 


times a day the following injection: N acidi nitroſi gtt. 


iv. aq. font. Sviij. m. f. injectio. He continued his ni- 


trous drink and. ipjeRion to the 3d of Oftober, when he 
was ſent,” cured of this complaint, to the medical de- 


partment, on account of 2 a cou gh, 1 which for ſome yu. 


nts. 
5 CASE xx. 


'WiLLiAM ONEs, ſeaman, 21 years of age, was re- 
ceived | into this hoſpital, on the 2d of September, 1797, 
for a venereal complaint, contracted about ſix weeks be⸗ 
my fore ; ; the frſt. appearance was gpnorrhoea, attended 

| with the ordinary ſymptoms ; ; alſo ſome ſmall indurations 
of the glands in each inguen, | for which he took, from 
; His ſurgeon, ſome mercyrial pills, and threw up an injec- 
tion for the gonorrheea ; ; on his mouth becoming ſors, 
the inguinal enlargements diſappeared, but the gonorr- 
hora increaſing, : attended with a phymoſis, which alſo 
growing worle, he was ſent to this hoſpital; the next 
day he was ordered, acidi nitroſi 31. fy. ſim. In, aq. 
font. hij. m. et bibat quotidie. | He continued his nitrous 
medicine conftantly till the Sth of October, when he 


e ed, | : 
Was cur us L | | 


eder xxl. 5 


1 


1 3 ſeaman, about 32 years of age, 
Was received into this hoſpital, on the 29th day of July, 


#797 fr a venereal i Which appeared about 


"or 


(69 
three months ſince; before that time he had ſevere noc- * 
turnal pains; his whole body was now covered with 
eruptions, particularly numerous on his arms, and much 
elevated above the ſkin; theſe eruptions had reſiſted 
every thing on board; the next day he was ordered, N 
acidi nitroſi Ziſs. ſy, fim. Jviij. decoct. lignor. ij. m. et 
bibat quotidie. Auguſt 24th, eruptions paler, nitrous 
acid increaſed to two drachms daily ; 3oth, ſeverab erup- 
tions faded off, nitrous acid increaſed to two drachms 
and a half daily, which he continued conſtantly to the 


2d of October, when every _ _y — 2 ee 


was i pts cured, | * 


. Mzxkick, marine, 25 yeaty: of age, was 
received into this hoſpital, on the 7th day of Auguſt, 
1797, for a pſoas abſceſs open in the left thigh, and diſ- 


charging much, and the man hectic; he has alſo marks * 


in the left 1 inguen, where there were, (according 'to his - 
own report) in laſt December, two large venereal bubos, 
and for which he had been ſome months in Haſlar hoſpi- 
| tal; three days after his coming hither, the ulcers of the 
groin broke up, and continued ſpreading i in depth, and 
in circumference, till they became, in a manner, one 
large ulcer, and Jogked fqul; on the 3oth of Auguſt he 
was ordered, N acidi nitro Ziſs. ſy. ſim. Jviij. decoct. 
lignor Bij. m. et bibat quotidie. Sept. roth, Jo, looked 
clean, granulations arjſing ; the drink was regularly 8 
taken till October the 1ſt, when the ulcers being healed, 
it was diſcontinued ; the 8 s appetite improved under 
its courſe ; the pſoas abſceſs remained in the ſame ſtate as 
formerly ; the ulcers continued well to the 4th 25 No- 


yember, 1 when the Phone died. | 
| £008 85 
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- CASE XXIII. ; 


jr IO W . 36 years of age, was 
receĩved into this hoſpital, on the 29th day of July, 1797, 
for a venereal eruption on the face, and over the whole 
body, attended with nocturnal pains of the tibia; he had 
theſe eruptions ſix months, and taken a large quantity of 7 
mercury, on board, without producing 2 ptyaliſm ; the 
next. day he was ordered, N acidi nitroſi gifs. fy, ſim, 3yij. 
decoct. lignor. fhij. m. et bibat quotidie. Auguſt 13th, 

eruptions increaſed, nocturnal pains lefs, drink con- 
tinued ; Auguſt 2gth, ſome of the eruptions diſappeared, 
nitrous acid increaſed to two drachms daily; Sept. 7th, 
eruptions -gone from the face, fewer on the body, and 
not prominent as before, He took daily the drink, to the 
| 4th of October, when it was diſcontinued, as his erup- 
tions and pains were removed, and the patient was ſent 
to another ward, as he had a tee of the tendon of the 
biceps flexor cubiti, in  canſequence of a hurt received on 


hoon. 
CASE XXIV. | 


 NicnoLas PEARCE, ſeaman, 27 years of age, was 
received i into this hoſpital, on the 8th day of September, 
1797, for a hernia u he ſays, three months 
ſince he contracted a 1 attended with a 


chordee, and pain in the urethra; he applied to his fur- 
geon on board, who ordered for him, and he Was 

nearly cured, when his ſhip was loſt; bis gonorrhea 
- increaſed, and four days ſince a violent ſwelling of the 
left (teſticle came on, for which he took a cathartic | 


ee and nn but petting) worſe, he was ſent 


( 59 } 


to this hoſpital ; he had now a hernia OT" with 

much inflammation, and ſome diſcharge of matter from 
the urethra; he was ordered a purgative, applied a cold 

ſaturnine poultice to the part twice a day, and took the 

following drink: N acidi nitroſi giij. ſy. ſim. Zxiv. aq- 

font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie, 14th hernia humoralis 
much reduced, pain and inflammation gone, gonorrhea 
increaſed ; drink and fomentation ordered, poultice dif. 
continued; 26th, there was an enlargement of the teſ- 
ticle, gonorrheea much increaſed ; continued the nitrous 
drink, and uſed the following injection: K acidi nitroſi 
gtt. iv. aq. font. Zviij. m. f. inj. He continued nitrous 
drink and injection to the gth a of October, whey 
be Was diſcharged, cured. | 


S xxv. 


PATRICK Ebwanbs, ſeaman, 22 years a age, Was 
received into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 13th day of 
September, 1797, for a yenereal infection, received 
three months ſince; firſt appearance gonorrhœa, a ſmart- 
ing of urine, and a fight phymoſis; had taken mercury 
from his ſurgeon, on board, without effect; his mouth 

became a little ſore ; be has alſo thrown up p injections: 
at preſent he has a gonorrhea, with pain of urine, at- 
| tended with a chordee and ſome foul chancres around 
- the glans penis; the next day he was ordered, N acidi 
nitroſi 3ij. ſy, fim, Jviij. aq. font. ij. m. et. bibat quo- 
tidie. 21ſt September, chordee gone, gonorrhœa and 
chaneres the ſame; nitrous acid continued, and the bo 
lowing injection ordered: R acidi nitroſi gtt. iv. 
font. zviij. m. f. inj. He continued taking the Link, 
and throwing up the injection to the 12th day * Oktober, 
When he was diſcharged, cured, 
F 


— 
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| CASE xXXVI. 


 Epward LEE, ſeaman, 46 years of age, was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital, on the 19th day of September, 


1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted fix days be- 


fore, for which-he had not taken any medicine, nor 
made any topical application to the part itſelf; he has at 
5 preſent chancres on the glans, and the whole internal 
part of the prepuce is excoriated; the ſame day he was 
ordered, K acidi nitroſi Zi). ſy. ſim. x. aq. font. ijm. et 
bibat quotidie. He was forbidden to apply any thing to 
the part, only to keep it clean with milk and water. He 
took his nitrous acid drink daily to the 12th day of Oc- 


tober, when it was diſcontinued, the man being perfectly 
well, and on the 16th was diſcharged. 
N. B. This man never uſed mercury. 


CASE XXVIT 


ELI. HeaTH, ſeaman, 28 years of age, was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital, on the 29th day of September, 
1797, for a venereal complaint, eontracted about a fort- 
night ſince; the firſt appearance was a chancre on the 
glans, and an induration in the left groin, for which he 


took ſome mercurial pills, but deſiſted in about eight 


days, as it excited a ptyaliſm ; the chanere cleaned under 
its courſe, but the induration increaſed ; at preſent the 
chancre on the glans is become foul again, with a ſmall 
bubo in the left inguen, tending much to ſuppuration; 
bis mouth is ſtill tender; the ſame day he was ordered, 
Racidinitroſi 3iiſs. ſy. ſim. 3x1). aq. font. ij. m. et bibat 
quotidie, He was NEO to ply any thing to the 


chancre 


— 
/ ; * 


Tl 
P 
5 I 
* * 


BT, 
chancre or baba. He continued his acid drink ay t to the 
19th day of October, when the bubo was diſperſed, and 


the chancre healed. He was diſcharged, * to * 
his ſhip. 


m ß! — 1. 5 


Wy. Linc, marine, 23 years of age, was received into 
this hoſpital, on the 14th of Auguſt, 1797, for a venereal 
complaint, contracted about three months fince, all which 
time he had been under the care of the ſurgeon on board; 
his mouth became ſore from the mercury he took ſeveral 
different times, without benefiting him ; he has now a 
large deep foul chancre, covering the whole point of the 
glans, with much inflammation on the penis, and a wart 
on the prepuce; the following day he was ordered, K 
acidi nitroſi 3iſs. ſy. ſim. Jviij. aq. font. Bij. m. et bibat 
quotidie; to apply to the chancre itſelf, a dreſſing of the 
ung. alb. Sept. 7, chancre looks clean, but has not 
healed ; the wart dropped off; nitrous acid increaſed to 
two drachms daily; 19th, the wart ſprouted again; 
chancre ſomewhat healed, inflammation of the penis 
gone; nitrous acid increaſed to three drachms daily; the 
wart was ſprinkled with the pulv. ſabinæ. He con- 
tinued his nitrous drink daily to the 23d of October, 
when he was diſcharged perfectly cured. 

Ir may be worth remarking, that the ſurgeon of the 
ſhip, under whoſe care the man was the above three 
months, aſſured me that he had ineffectually tried every 
method to cure this chancre with mercury and topical 
applications, and that he had never met with a chancre | 
| of that e ſo obſtinate before. 8 | 
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CASE XXIX. 


Muse Moxxis, ſeaman, 25 years of age, was re- 
ceived into this hoſpital, on the 2gth of Auguſt, 1797, 
for a venereal complaint, contracted ten days ſince; he | 
ſays, fix days before, ſuch a violent ſwelling came on of 
the prepuce, /that he could not denude the glans, at- 
tended with great ſmarting, in paſſing his water; that 
three days ſince, he perceived a black ſpot on the right 
fide of the prepuce, which cauſed him to apply to his 
| ſurgeon, who ordered him to be poulticed, and gave him 
four pills to take, together with a laxative ; that grow- 
ing worſe, he was ſent to'the hoſpital; he has now a 
ſphacelation of the whole prepuce, and from the fide 
where part of the prepuce has ſloughed off, the glans 
alſo is ſeen ſphacelated; the whole penis is livid, and has 
a fetor and appearance threatening the loſs of the whole ; 
the man is weak, and paſſes his urine with great diffi- 
culty, and in ſmall quantities at a time; he was ordered 
to be-fomented twice a day, with a decoction of poppy 
heads and camomile flowers, then to apply the yeaſt 
poultice, to take N acidi nitroſi 3ij. ſy. ſim. ix. aquæ 
fontan. hij. m. et bibat quotidie. N opii gr. ij. h. ſ. ſ. 
30th, mortification ſpreads on the glans, has bled much 

from the penis in the night and yeſterday ; the difficulty 
> of making water is gone ; drink, &c. ordered ; 31ſt, mor- 
tification ſtill increaſing ; nitrous drink continued; Sep- 
tember 1ſt, the whole of the prepuce ſloughed of; ; the. 
ſphacelus of the glans does not ſpread ; inflammation 
and livid appearance of the penis leſs; to continue as be- 
fore ; 2d, the ſphacelus from the glans is a little de- 
tached ; 3d, floughs from the glans thrown off, more 
than half of it deſtroyed, the urine in conſequence finds 
24 = SON „ 
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. nitrous acid, &c. 
as yeſterday ; 5th, fetial ſmell and livid appearance gone; 
ulcer looks clean ; the man complains of hunger, although 
he has not yet quitted his bed; roth, as the granulations 
look healthy, fomentation and poultice were diſcontinued ; 
dreſſed with ung. alb. inſtead of it; as he reſts well, 
opiate omitted z nitrous drink alone ordered; Od. iſt, 
the ulcer all around from whence the prepuce floughed 
is healed, and that on the glans nearly fo, with- an 
healthy appearance, but he complains of a diſcharge 
of matter from the urethra ; walks about as uſual. He 
continued daily his nitrous achd drink to the 23d'of OR. 
when he was diſcharged, cured of his venereal — 
and in good n.. to join his * | 


TASE xxx. 


Henne Brzenv, marine, 18 years of age, re- 
ceived into this hoſpital, September 9, 1797, for a ve- 

nereal complaint, contracted about a month, and for 
which he had never taken any medicine, nor made any 
application to the chancre on the glans, which has 
nearly deſtroyed the frenum; he has alſo a diſcharge of 
matter from the urethra, and a large and foul chancre 
on the dorſum penis, which is much ſwollen, and 
two indurated glands in the left groin; the following 
day he was ordered, A acidi nitroſi ziiſs. ſy. ſim. Ixij. aq. 
font. bij. m. et bibat quotidie; ordered to apply to the 
induration, twice a day, a cold ſaturnine poultice, and 
the ung. ſperm. cet. dreſſing to the chancres: 19th, the 
chancres look cleaner, although they have ſpread much, 
even under this oourſe: gonorrhœa thicker, but the glan- 
dular ſwellings are increaſed much, and tend to ſuppura- 
E | | tions 
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tion; n the nitrous drink and dal, 27th, i in 


guinal enlargements are leſs, the chancres healing, go- 
norrhea gone; followed the nitrous drink: October 6th, 


ſwellings in the inguen reduced, poultice was diſconti- 
nued ; took the nitrous drink regularly on till the 23d of 


October, when the chancres were healed ; no hardneſs to 


be felt in the groin; the man was diſcharged i in good 


health on that day. | 
N. B. This man never took mercury. 


— 


CASE next. 


MLA Fra aha; falhminy 34, years of age, was 


received into this hoſpital, on the gth day of September, 
1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted ſixteen days 


fince, for which he had taken five ſmall pills, and ap- 


"plied to the part a little mercurial ointment ; his mouth 
was not much affected by it; he was ſent to this hoſpital 
with a number of foul chancres, deep around the flans ; 
and on the upper internal part of the prepuce there are a 
number more, the penis inflamed, and much enlarged ; 
the next day he was ordered, N acidi nitroſi 3iiſs. ſy. 


ſim. Jxij. aq. font. bij. m. et bibat quotidie, The 


chancres- were dreſſed with the ung. alb. He continued 


daily his nitrous drink to the 2d of Cs when he 
was A eured. 


CASE xxxrI. BY 
9 


Aus Srok Es, ſeaman, 22 years of age, was re- 
ceived into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 2d of September, 
1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted eight weeks 
ſince; the firſt appearance was a gonorrhœa, and its at- 
tendant * which ceaſed on his * an Ow, 
on 
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dn board; a twelling then came on in each geln, which WM 
viſperfed on his taking fome mercurial pills, that excited <> 
a ptyaliſm; he then returned to his duty, and he re- : 
mained well about a fortnight ; that ten days ſince a 
chancre appeared, half way down, on the right fide of the | 
penis, for which he had not taken any medicine, _ 
uſed any topical application; he ſays, he has had the vene- 
Teal diſeaſe three times before z the laft time he ſuffered | 
much ; the chancre, which is now foul, and large, oc- 
cupies a great part of the right ſide of the penis; the | 
following day he was ordered, R acidi nitroſi 31j. ſy. ſim. 
Ix. aq. font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie. The chanere was 
dreſſed with the ung. ſperm. cet. September 17th, the 
cChancre ſpreads, looks foul, and is much inflamed ; the 
tonſils of his throat are enlarged: and painful; nitrous 
acid increaſed to three drachms daily : 28th, the chancre Ps 
increaſes ; excoriations broke out on the ſerotum, the 
throat painful, and a black thick cruſt Suk covers the whole 
of the root and middle of his tongue, without pain, but 
has the appearance, like as if Paget Had been ſtained | 
with. coffee, or if he chewed juice of liquoricez no&ur- 
nal pain of his limbs deprives him of fleep till dawn 8 
day; ordered to continue the nitrous drink, and a ma  * 
meal poultice to the part: zoth, pouktice'diſcontirrued;"ab . 
he complains of its producing pain; the man is become | 
very anxious to uſe the mercurial friction, as his com- 
plaints have increaſed ſo much ſince his: taking the drink; ; 
nevertheleſs, knowing, from experience, the efficacy of 
the nitrous acid, he was perſuaded to continue its ale, ; 
and apply to the chanere the ſperm. cet. ointment: 
October 7th, chanerè has not ſpread theſe laſt two days, 
pains leſs, excoriations dryer, but the black cruſt en bis 
tongue remains, and a ſmall ulcer has broken out on his 
9 upper wa ; the nitrous | drink continued; 15th chanere 
< | F | | TG 
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| healing rapidly, excoriations leſs, pain in ſwallowing - 
gone; drink ordered: October 23d, chancre healed, 
nocturnal pains, excoriations, and ulcer on the upper lip, 
well, but his tongue remains as before; drink diſconti- 
| nued : 28th, fince forbearing the drink on the 23d, 
| black cruſt is nearly gone from his tongue, and the 
being perſectiy well, was diſcharged from the Royal 
Hoſpital on the, 28th of October... 4 
N. B. It is worthy remark, that this man's 8 
and venereal complaints got worſe under the nitrous acid 
for 3 5 days, and though the chancre was then very large, 
it healed completely in 16 days from its ſhe wing a * 
5 fition ; the ney. taken was 100 e. 
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| his ng >To 8 16 1 of age, was re- 
| exived into this hoſpital, on the 15th. day of October, 
1797, for a gonorrhea, which he had contracted about a 
. month ſince, whilſt recruiting, and on his march it in- 
creaſed much ; he had not taken. any medicine, nor uſed 
any injection; he had with this gonorrhea, pain in paſ- 
1 ſing his urine, attended with a flight phymoſis, and the 
1 penis was inflamed; the day following he was ordered, R 
” acidi nitroſi zij. ſy. ſim. Zviij. age font. Bij. m. et bibat 
quotidie. 22d, diſcharge thicker, phy moſis, together 
with the inflammation on the penis, and pain in making 
water gone; drink continued, and he was ordered to uſe 
the following injection: R acidi nitroſi gtt. iv. ag. font. 
Zviij. m. f. injectio; he continued his nitrous drink 
and injection to the 2d of e when he was 4 
e cured. | | b 5 1 1 
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8 Rape Aan, 20 Hs PUP age, was re- 
ceived into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 15th day of Oc.” 
tober, 1797, for a gonorrhcea,. contracted five weeks 
ſince, at Birmingham; on his march hither, his- go- 
norrhœa nearly ceaſed, but a ſwelling of the right teſtis 
came on, and when he arrived at quarters, viz. twelve 
days fince, he was ſent to the inſitmary where he re- 
mained taking medicine, &c; till the day he was. ſent to 
this hoſpital, without gaining any relief. He had nom 
a very large hernia humoralis, on the right fide, a go- 
norrhoea, with much ſmarting; the ſame day he was 
ordered, N acidi nitroſi-giiſs. ſy; ſim. Jxij. aq, font. hij. 

m. et bibat quotidie, to apply a cold ſaturnine poultice to 

the part twice a day. 20th, inflammation and ſwelling 
much reduced, but there remains an hardneſs of the ſper- 
matic cord, which is enlarged; poultice diſcontinued, 
drink preſcribed. 26th, hernia humoralis quite gone, 
together with the ſmarting of urine, but the gonorrhea 
is increaſed ; nitrous acid ordered again, and he was en- 
joined to uſe the following injection: : ar nitroſi gtt. 
vi. aq. font. Zviij. m. f. injectio. He continued his nitrous 
injection and drink 5 Fog to __ 2d of „ when 
he was * cured. ah 


*% 


1 \ EASE nr. See | 15 mY * (4; 4 


'Lzvy STuBRs, N 24 — of age, receiyed 

into the hoſpital, on the roth day of September, 1797, 

for 2 venereal complaint, contracted ſix months, eleven 
weeks of which time he was in the boſpital ſhip at 
9 where he rubbed ſuch a quantity of mercurial _ 

G | See nes ointment, | 
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e as to produce a G e ptyaliſm; that from 
the hoſpital ſhip he was, diſcharged ſix days ſince; that 
on his paſſage hither, the venereal diſeaſe appeared again, 
and he was received into this hoſpital with a bad phy- 
moſis, occaſioned by ſeveral chaneres on the prepuce, 
which, although they had cicatrized; remained callous; 
With ahother chancre on the. extreniity of the prepuce 
not cured, and this was attended with a conſtant diſ- 
© charge of matter from the urethra, and from between 
the glans and prepuce ; the next day he was ordered, R 
 acidi nitroſi Ziiſs. ſp; ſim. Ixij. aq. font. hij. m. et bibat 
quotidie, to ſoak the penis in a warm fomentation twice 
a day, then to apply a ſperm. ceti drefling to the chancre. 
29th, diſcharge of matter from the urethra ceaſed, pre- 
puce {till continues hard, and another chancre has ap- 
peared on it; drink ordered. October 18th, the glans 
was denuded, when a large chancre; looking healthy, 
was diſcovered on it; the chancres on the point of the 
prepuce healed, but the prepuce is ſtill callous. As he 
| complained of the nitrous drink, the acid was reduced to 
wo drachms, which he took regularly without experi- 
eneing any inconvenience up to the 6th of November, 
ben he was diſcharged, perſWly « cured, | | 


e | CASE W VI. 


Jonn Janna, . 24 years of age, was received 
into the royal hoſpital, on the 4th of October, 1797, for 
à venereal complaint which he had contracted about three | 
2 weeks before; the appearances were three chancres on the 
_ glans, and four days after he applied to his furgeon, Who 
rubbed them oyer with the lunar cauſtic; the chancres 
ſoon healed, and a paraphymoſis followed; inciſions, by 
the ſurgeon, ** made; 5 here was an — 7 
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and the inflammation went off; the man now, inſtend o 
a paraphymoſis had 2 phymoſis, the præpuee was divided 
on both ſides on board, and mercurial pills were given 
without exciting a ptyaliſm; he has ſtill a phymoſis, with 
ragged, callous, and inſlamed edges, where the inciſions 
were made, and a diſcharge of matter from the glans and 
prepuce; the nent day he was ordered, R acidi nitroſi 

Ziiſs. ſy. ſim. Zxij. aq. font. bij. m. et bibat quotidie, a 
poultice applied to the penis. October 21ſt can denude 
the glans; drink ordered, poultice diſcontinued. He took 
his nitrous drink daily to the th day of N 2 
2 88 was nn in Frſen — 
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FAILURE « OF THE NITROUS ACID. 


Areas 8 . about 27 years of a; age, 
was received into this hoſpital, the 29th day of July, 
1797, for a chanere on the glans, for which he had 
rubbed on his thighs ſuch a quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment, as to produce a copious ptyaliſm, on board: the 
chancre did not yield; now foul and deep, it occupies 
the ſide of the glans penis; his mouth is ulcerated from 
the mercury, and he ſpits freely; the 30th he was or- 
dered, R acidi nitroſi ziſs. ſy. ſim. Z viij. dec. lignor jpij. 
m. et bibat quotidie. The chancre was dreſſed with the 
ung. ſperm, cet. Auguſt xoth, chanere clean, mouth 
better, ſpitting leſs ; ordered to continue the drink. 19th, 

mouth early well, ſpitting ceaſed, chancre healed to 
within the fize of a common pea; continued. the acid 
drink, and ſperm. cet. dreſſing. September iſt, chanere 
P WO of matter from che urethra; eonti- 
* ref » F ep . ; nued 
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. ined. the nitrous drink, and he'threw up the following : 
injection: R acidi nitroſi gtt. iv. aq. font. Jviij. m. f. inf. 
Ach, nitrous acid increaſed to two drachms daily. 11th, 
chancre the ſame ſize, diſcharge of matter from the 
urethra thicker; topical applications uſed to the part, and 


perſevered in the drink. tgth, nitrous acid increaſed to 
three drachms daily ; chanere as before. 21ſt, running 
from the urethra ceaſed, in jection diſcontinued, pro- 
ceeded with the nitrous drink. 25th, chanere the ſame; 


drink continued. October ad, chancre the ſame, drink 


perſiſted in. October 4th, as the chancre has remained 


in the ſame ſtate, (about the ſize of a ſmall pea) with an 
healthy appearance, notwithſtanding topical applications, 
ever ſince the 19th day of Auguſt, and the nitrous acid 


taken to the extent of one hundFrd and twenty-ſix drachms ; 3 


the man ſolicitous to renew the mercurial friction, it 
was ordered, and he rubbed five ſucceſſive nights two 


drachms of the ung. hydrargy. fort. a copious ptyaliſm | 
followed, the chancre ſpread under its uſe, but in about 
tix days it relented and healed.” The man recovered his 
health and ſtrength, and was 1 * n | 


on the * Gay 15 e S 
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S$ULPHURIC ACID, 


CASE WE: * 


ay Conv, — — 42 years. of 
age, was received into this hoſpital, on the 27th day. of 
Auguſt, 1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted nine Y 
weeks before; the beſt rams was a chanere at the 
bats lower 


cu red. 


tn „ 


r part of the glans penis; ſome mercurial pills had 


been adminiſtered on board, his mouth became ſore, and 
about ten days after the pills were diſcontinued, and ſince 


that time the chanere had been ſpreading; the prepuce 


was much ſhrivelled, from a venereal infection which 
was cured in this hoſpital, in 1797. He had now a 


deep foul chancre on the glans, which appeared nearly to 


communicate with the urethra; ; the next day he was or- 
dered, K acidi ſulphur. Zi. ſy. fim. 3x. aq. font. ij. m. 
et bibat quotidie. He continued this drink daily up to 


the 2d of October, when he was diſcharged, 2 


N. B. This k man neyer camplained af the drink dif. 


agreeing with him, neither was his A in Foy * | 


Impaired but improved. 
* 15 85 8 


Juks WIIsox, ſerjeant of marines, 22 years of 


age, received into this hoſpital, on the 18th day of Septem- | 


ber, 1797, for a venereal complaint contracted a month 


ſince; the firſt appearance was a gonorrhœa; he had 
taken ſome mercurial pills, on which the gonorrhœa 


| ceaſed, and a chancre broke out. He was then ſent to this 


hoſpital; has now a bad phymoſis, great diſcharge of 
matter from the glans and prepuce, and. on. the inſide of 
the prepuce, as far as can be ſeen, there are ſeveral 
chancres, alſo a large chancre an the outſide of the pre- 


puce; the next day he was ordered, R acidi ſulphur. Zis. 


ſy. ſim, Ixij. aq. font. {þij. m. et bibat quotidie, to apply 


n 3 


a dreſſing of ung. alb. to the part, merely to prevent the 


friction of his linen. 25th, worſe; chancre. ſpreads, 


diſchargg of matter from the glans, more. He continued 7 


OO CY and . between the glans and 
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prepues 4 decoction of althæa rodt. | October ein, 
chancre healing, appetite returning, phymoſis yielding z 
continued the drink. 23d, he can denude the glans, - 


| where there are ſeveral chancres that look healthy ; 


| Chanere on the outſide of the prepuce healed ; drink con- 
tinued daily to the <th day of November, when he was 
dligharged, n. | 


8 | | CASE I 5 


e Mk tis marine, 23 years of age, 
Was received into this hoſpital the 25th day of Septem- 
ber, 1797, for a venereal complaint, contracted ten 
weeks ſince. He faid that he had been on furlough to 
Wales, where he firſt contracted a gonorrhœa, for which, 
without advice, he took ſome cathartic ſalts; that in 
three or four weeks the running ceaſed ; that faur days 
after he perceived a chancre on the penis, and this was 
followed by another ; for theſe chancres, it ſeemed, he 
had never taken any thing, nor made any local applica- 
tion. He had been ſeven days on his march, during 
which time his complaints were aggravated. The day 
after his joining quarters, he was ſent hither; we ſaw a 
chancre juſt below the prepuce, on the upper ſide, about 
the ſize of a ſhilling, and the lower one, joining the 
pubis, ſtill larger, both were painful, and very foul ; the 
next day he was ordered, R acidi ſulphurie. Ziſs. ſy. ſim. 

Ixij. aq. font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie, chancres were 
dreſſed with the ung. alb. October 5th, the chancres were 
dlean; as he complained that the drink oecaſioned a di- 
arrhœa, it was reduced from one draehm and a half to 
one drachm daily of the acid, Which he took regularly 
without any inconvenience or Tomplaint - to the hs road 

D 80 November, when he was diſcharged, OE 


. B. This nnn . . 
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1 e 2106 December, 1797. 


DAR Sin, 


nour of ſending you Mr. Hammick's, (jun.) caſes of men 
| who have been cured of gonorrhœa by the nitrous acid 
only, and ſome of them even without any Kind of i injec- 
tion. Under the courſe of this acid, the appearance of 
the diſeaſe has vaniſhed, and no ſwelling, nor ulcer has 


followed. The heat abated without either cooling, or 


ACCORDING to my promiſe, I do myſelf the be. 


 mucilaginous drinks; no particular regimen of diet was 


obſerved, and no apparent il whatever has been dane to . 


the conſtitution. 


Tur cure of gonorrhcea, often is under the uſual | 


mode of treatment, and ſometimes injurious to the habit, 
has been, in thoſe inſtances adduced, completed in three 
weeks, or a month. It remains only now to be aſcer- 
tained, whether the ſeveral cures will be permanent or 


not; and although we have little or no doubt, reſpecting 


the permanency, ky the 3 is nn and ſhall 
| be made, 


Bor whilſt we thus ſet forth 8 of 1 in 


gonorrhoea, by this medicine, and in the caſes already 
exhibited, and to be laid before the public, yet it will be 


proper. to add, that ſince we began in April laſt, to ad- 


miniſter this medicine, we have been foiled in eight or 


nine inſtances; and although theſe unſucceſsful caſes did 


not ſeem to be differently circumſtanced from others, in 

which this medicine had been - efficacious; yet, after 
giving it to a- conſiderable extent, without any great or 
ſatisfactory amendment, we thought it would be but juſ- 


tice to the patients, and candid to the cauſe in which we 
were engaged, not to puſh this medicine any farther, but 


relieye the ſufferers by other means. The friction 
e <5 e | therefore 
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therefore was adopted, by which the diforder indeed g gave | 
way, but ſometimes very reluctantly. | 

ALTHOUGH about 50 caſes, exemplifying the effect 
of this medicine, have been ſent to you, yet many more, 
antecedent to the communication, and ſubſequent ta it, 
might be ſubjoined if it were neceſlary to multiply in- 
ſtances. The failure of effect, in eight or ten patients, 


in eight. months, in the practice of a great naval hoſ- 
pital, cannot ſurely much diſparage the medicine. Mer- 


cury itſelf, the great catholicon in this diſeaſe, has ſome- 
times been found inadequate, and its uſe has been ſuſ- 


pended, but it has not therefore been much diſcredited, 


nor Jong diſuſed, | 
- PERHAPS it might be right to begin with the nitrous 
od, and to carry it on to two, or even three | undred 


drachms, and if the diſeaſe does not relent at all, to uſe 
the friction, and after that, whether the malady be ſub- 


dued or not, to have recourſe again to the nitrous acid, 


as a reſtorative, for as ſuch we have found it. 


It is matter of ſatisfaction to find, that the nitrous 
acid has ſucceeded with ſeveral practitioners in this diſ- 
trict. It is to be hoped, that many teſtimonies may be 
Aber produced, and that from a maſs of obſervations, 
not only our own. reports, and thoſe of others may he 


. corroborated ; but that the power of the medicine may 


be further confirmed, under different diſc criminations of 
the diſorder, and its uſe more univerſally extended. 
AND now, Sir, ſuffer me to ſay, that both Mr. Ham- 


mick and myſelf are very ſenſible of the obligations we 
Are under to you, and not only me, but the public at 


large are indebted for the activity you have ſhewn, for 


the trouble you have taken, ſo voluntarily upon yourſelf, 


and for the zeal you have manifeſted upon this nur 


Z ant N : \ 


GE j | I am, Kc. : 


FRA, en. 
ease ' 


: 
5 


7 3 . 
8 2 3 — E 


eAsk 1. 


Jonx PaR DAL; ſeaman, 22 years of age, was re- 
- ceived into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 1ſt day of No- 


vember, 1797, for a gonorrhea, with its concomitant - 


ſymptoms, of one week ſtanding. He had not taken 
any medicine, neither had he uſed any local application; 
the day following he was ordered, R acidi nitroſi zij. 
ſy. ſim. Zxij. aq, font. t6ij. m. et bibat quotidie. 7th, 


-ardor urinæ gone; drink continued, and ordered to 


throw up the following injection: R acidi nitroſi gtt. 
viij. aq. font. Jviij. m. f. inject. He continued his ni- 


trous drink and injection daily to the 27th of November, . 


when he was „ . 9 


* 


cam 11, 


* 


Joith ARNOLD, ſeaman, 21 years of age, was re- 


ceived into the Hoſpital, on the 25th day of October, 
1797, for a gonorrhcea virulenta, of three weeks dura- 
tion, for which he had only taken a doſe of pills from a 
| ſhip-mate ; the day following he was ordered, R acidi 


nitroſi 3liſs. ſy. ſim. 3xij. aq. font! bij. m. et capiat quo- 


tidie. November 2d, inflammation and fwelling gone 
from the penis, cogether with the heat of urine, and the 


diſcharge had thickened; drink continued, and the fol- 


loving injection was preſcribed: R acidi nitroſi gtt. vi. 
aq. font. Jviij. m. f. inject. He continued his nitrous 
injection and drink up to the 27th 4 of November, 
; " whe he was 5 diſcharged, cured, | 
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' CASE III. 


p 


Henry Hoo ER, marine, 20 years of age, was re- 
ceived into the Royal Hoſpital, on the 13th of Novem- 
ber, 1797, for a gonorrhœa, which he had contracted 
ten days before. He had not taken any medicine, nei- 
ther had he uſed any injection; ; the day following he was 
ordered, R acidi nitroſi zij. ſy. fim. 3x. aq. font. Bij. m. 
et bibat quotidie. 19th, ardor urinæ gone, He conti- 
nued this nitrous drink daily to the 11th day of Decem- 
ber, when he was NOTION perfedtly cured. | 


CASE Iv. 


MrchazL STAINES, marine, 22 years of age, was 
received into this Hoſpital, on the 13th day of Novem- 
ber, 1797, for a gonorrhcea of four days ſtanding, at- 
tended with great pain. He had not taken any medicine ; 
the next day he was ordered, K acidi nitroſi ziſs. ſy. ſim. 
Zviij. aq. font. Þ$ij. m. et bibat quotidie. .1bth, para- 
phymoſis came on, with excoriations on the glans ; the 
nitrous acid was increaſed to two drachms and a half, 
which he continued regularly to the 11th day of De- 
cember, when he was diſcharged, cured. 


— 


4 


CASE v. 


. OarTs, marine, 19 33 age, was jechived 
into the hoſpital, on the 22d day of November, 1797, 
for a gonorrhœa, which he had contracted nine days 
ſince, and for which no medicine of any kind had been 
adminiſtered; the ſamie day he was ordered, R acidi 
nitroſi 30. 5 ſim, Iv ag. font, Bil m. et bibat quo=+ 
| | 8 5 | 
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Udie)/ 28th, ardor urinae gone.” The nltrous mixture * 


was continued daily to the xe OY of as. 
os he wah ESE ane 


een vr. 


. Wal nen; mock 25 yours * ave, was 
received on the 27th-day of November, 1797, for a go- 


norrhœa of ten days ſtanding. From his inattention; 


the diſcharge from the- urethra had excoriated both glans 


and prepuce. He had not taken any medicine; the ſame 


day he was ordered, R acidi nĩtroſi ziifs. ſy. ſim. Zxij. aq 


font. ij. m. et bibat quotidie. He was enjoined to keep the 
excoriated parts clean with milk and water. December 3d, 


- gonorrhea quite thick and ropy, pain of urine abated:z 


drink ordered up to the 11th wy, bf: Dagombery 9 


r 3. ee -at 1 
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lein; Kidderminſter; January 13, ben 


7 ele bene. OI | 


1 "HAVE the liohiour to fend” you a caſe of Tphilis, 
which I was induced to treat with the nitrous acid, in 


confequence of an invitation publiſhed eme dime 280 in 


your circular letter to profeſſional mne. 

Ts caſe was ſo deplorable, and the Tacks 10 com- 
; pleat, that you will allow me to be the more particular 
in ſtating it; and to- obſerve, that in order the event 


might gain full credit with you, I requeſted Mr. 


Wheeler, a very deſerving ſurgeon, in this town, occa- 
fionally to viſit the patient with me, and mark . 1 
greſs of the cure. 


i 


Fx abs, 


. 0 78 5 


nn 1 27 a age, the wife of, 


* a private in the à ith regiment of light dragoons, deſired | 


me to viſit her, in Januaty, 1797, for the firſt time. 1 
found her much debilitated, having a very extenſive 
bubo in each groin, of fix months ſtanding. She had 
been diſmiſſed by the regimental ſurgeon, and ſent home 


to her friends; where ſhe was attended for two months, 


previous to m my firſt viſit, by an ignorant quack, who or- 
dered nothing but rags. dipped .in Goulard water to be 
5 W Al x applied to the wounds. 3 
Fon nine months I treated her with mercury, cickts, 
opium, bark, decoftion of the woods, &c. &. without 
any advantage. She grew more emaciated, and the bubos 
had a ragged cancerous appearance. On the 8th of Oc- 
tober laſt, I began with giving her one dram of the red- 
; faming nitrous acid, ' diluted in a pint of water, with 
_ ſugar, every 24 hours. On. the 13th, I doubled the 
doſe, which quantity ſhe has taken ever ſince, without 
interruption or inconvenience. + After having taken it a 
month, her appetite mended, the pain became more to- 
lerable, the diſcharge decreaſed, and the bubos began to 
heal. She is now ſo well as to dreſs herſelf, and to 
walk about without any aſſiſtance, and has no complaint, 
but ſome remaining weakneſs from; ſo long. conſine- 
ment. She has taken in all one pint, ſeven . ounces, and 
| five drachms of the. acid. 'T directed her to drink 3 
through the ſpout of a des- pot, by which means it did 
not affect her teeth. | 
Tuis is the only. caſe I hayo had of "making, a. fair 
trial of the acid—it being very difficult i in private prac- 
tice to make our patients adhere to rules for 7; Og 
of time. 1 | | 
1 am, Sir | 99 pl 
Your maſt obedient ſervant, _ Cho 
. - __GrorGE CusTANCE, | 
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kauaes of Letters from Dr. Gzacu i. 3 N 


» 8, 


Dx AR SIR, 
I am honoured with the 1 * your, | al 
beg to obſerve. that ſeamen with gonorrhœa, unaccom- 


panied with other ſymptoms of the venereal diſeaſe, are 


ſeldom ſent to this hoſpital; as they are cured by the 


ſurgeons of their reſpective ſhips : neither do we very 


often receive, from quarters, marines ſo circumſtanced; 
unleſs the marine infirmary be full. 


It has happened, however, that we have had two 65 
men with gonorrhea, who have been cured with the 


nitrous acid, and diſcharged to their ſhips, and have at 


_ preſent four marines with the ſame complaint only, who 
alſo had taken no mercury, but are getting well by the 


ſame nitrous medicine. Under this courſe neither ſea- 
men nor marines have hitherto had any ſwelling, or 
ulcer in any part. The gonorrhoea has gone progreſ- 


ſively through its ſtages, as when mereury has been 


Uſed, and no injection has been thrown up until the diſ- 
charge became conſiſtent, and that injection has been 


only the nitrous acid diluted; the proportion about four 


or five drops of the acid to eight ounces of water. 
II, have the honour to ve, dir, 
„ | Fra. GEACH. 
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DD SIR 


A8 you deſired that we would naks 1451 of the phaſ- | 
phoric acid, in lues venerea, I now do myſelf the honor 
of incloſing a caſe by Mr, Hammick, junior, in which 


Royal Hypital, 24th November 1797+ 


2 22 1 150 2 1798. 
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| oY 
that kidlietes has been ſucceſsful : but the progreſs of 
the cure was fingular enough. The firſt appearance of 
healing was in the middle of the ulcer, and the cicatrix, . 


thus beginning at a central point, gradually extended to 


'the extremities of the chancre; ſo that the uſual order 
of healing was here inverted, and the edges were the 


laſt parts cicatriced. I do not remember to have ſeen 
this order in other caſes, from the internal uſe either of 
mercury or the nitrous acid. But ſuch a eireumſtance 
has occurred when the leaves of hemlock have been 
applied to a common ulcer in the leg. Each granula- 


? tion, in thoſe inſtances, - has had its. ſeparate cicatrix, and 


the whole ulcer, thus coated, has remained long with 
thoſe eminencies till at length the whole irregular ſur- 


face has had one general ſcale, which at ſome diſtance 
of time has peeled off, _ then the gran! ws not 


deen viſible. - 2 
Tux man, who took the phoſyharis acid, Has bad no 
pain in his head, no ſore throat, nor N e of 50 


2252 Mae his ulcer was healed. 
| 8 We dong honour to be, Sir, 
F w 5 1 2 RA. - Gracn, 
og 


JohN WII Ex, ſeaman, 21 years of age, was re- 


| ceived into this hoſpital, on the 17th day of November, 


1797, for a venereal complaint, which he had contract- 
ed about five weeks before; the firſt appearance was a 
chancre on the glans, and an induration in each groin, 


for which he uſed the mercurial friction, eighteen nights 
on board his ſhip, without exciting a ptyaliſm; the in- 


guinal enlargements yielded, but when he was ſent hither, 


__ had a large, foul, and deep chancre, with irregular 
edges, 


q | 


4 
bo 


( 


akin occupying more than half the glans: he took 8 
phoric acid Zij. ſyr. ſimpl. Zvi. aq. commun. thij. —bibat | * 
quatidie. The chancre was dreſſed with ſperma ceti oint> 
ment: 24th no viſible alteration. 3oth the chancre looked. 
cleaner. Drink and drefling continued. December the 7th 
the ulcer began to heal, although it had not contracted 
in the ſmalleſt degree: the phoſphoric acid was increaſed 
to two drachms and half daily, and this quantity he 
took on regularly to the 11th day of January, 1798, 
when he was diſcharged perfectly cured of his chancre, 


Aer Ho 2 1610 January, 1798, 
| Dean OY 

I rRecerveD your very kind favour yeſterday ; pre- 
viouſly however, to the receipt of it, I had written the 
_ encloſed letter, with an intention to ſend it that very 7 
day, together with Mr. Hammick's caſe of the patient 
who had taken the phoſphoric acid. Permit me to thank 
you for this inftance of your kindneſs, and for that which 
you ſo obligingly intend by your publication. I hope, 
by degrees we ſhall come to a certainty about the effect 
of the nitrous acid; but I am more and more convinced, 
that there is a neceſſity to adminiſter, in ſome caſes, a 
great quantity before the diſorder will yield. In two 
inſtances the nitrous acid had an extraordinary effect, in 
giving a purple hue to the lips and to the whole coun- 
tenance, which looked as if it had been wiped with a 
handkerchief impregnated with indigo. This appear - 
ance, confined to the face only, was accompanied with a 
violent palpitation of the heart, and accelerated circula- 
tion. Under this preſſure, and with this appearance, 
the 12 for a few days, was diſcontinued. The ſympy 
GS | toms. 


= 


„ 
toms then Vent et tirely off without any medicine, of 
© change. of regimen z ; the, cure was ſtill progreſſive, but 
not more rapid than uſual; health was not injured after= 
wards, neither was the appetite at all diminiſhed, not 
even at the time of the diſcoloration. This is a ftriking- 
proof of the effect of the nitrous acid, for which D hr 
may be able to account. | 
I here deg to ſubjoin Mr. Hanimick's account of 0 
theſe two cafes, which he had noted in the preſcrip- 
tion books. “ Charles Macarty, and Jofeph: Renny, | 
c who had been under a courſe of cha nitrous acid for 
“e ſome days, (the quantity two drachms to a quart of 
& water, and ſix ounces of ſyrupz) on taking near a 
cc pint of the mixture at one draught towards evening, 
c were ſeized, at midnight, with a vertigo, pain in the 
ec head, throbbing of the heart, and of the carotid ar- 
ce teries, tremor The ſurface of the body, in the morn- 
= e ing, appeared red; but. the lips and face were of a 
—_ : 40 violet colour. Theſe ſymptoms and appearances 
| tc ſoon went off: and, by a diſuſe of the medicine for a 
= ce few days, and on being enjoined not in future to drink 
1 te ſo great a quantity at a time, they never returned. 
ce This effect has been noticed only in two inſtances. 
« But by theſe we ſee plainly, that the nitrous acid 


cc ought not to be taken in doſes too large at a time.” 
F RA. Gren. 
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LETTER FROM MR. LAURENCE, SURGEON, 


Sin, _- Liſkeard, Cornwall, 15th July, 1798: 
IN ready 3 with the requeſt in your laſt 
obliging favor, I ſet down to communicate, as briefly as 
poſſible, the outlines of my ſmall ſtock of experience in 
the uſe of the nitrous acid in venereal complaints. I 
eg | | hope 
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hope my a will be excufgf as TO cafes are 
unneceſſarily tedious, and to deſcribe every ſymptonk” 
would be to write a 2 ER of the diſcaſe itſelf. 


DL female, æt. 38; was ; placed under 
my care in ie 1797. She had laboured under fy= 
philis upwards of ten years: during this time ſhe had 
taken incalculable quantities of mercury, from the hands 
of a number of practitioners, in the courſe of which 
ſalivation had been, more than once, excited. She had 
now diſcontinued every ſort of medicines for ſeveral 
months; and from circumſtances it was very e e 
* that there had been any recent infection. | 
When I ſaw her, the following was, briefly, has ſitu- 
ation: from the joint of the right ſhoulder, there reach- 
ed poſteriorly, over almoſt the whole extent of the ſca- 
pula, innumerable little ſinuous ulcers, characteriſed by 
the hard and livid margin, fo proper to the diſeaſe, and 
by that peculiar diſcharge which ftrikes' an imprefliony 
ſui generis, on the olfactories; the trapezius, was, in- 
deed, a mere honeycomb ;—ſhe had nodes on the tibia 
of ek leg, great ſtricture acroſs the forehead, painful 
and reſtleſs nights, impaired appetite in ſhort, her ge- 
neral ſtate of health Was much h * * ne 
truly C 

I put her immediately on ry uſe of: the nitric ackd; 
beginning with half a drachm, diluted to the taſte, twice 
in the day, and dreſſed the ulcers ſuperficially with the 
common unguentum ceræ. I purpoſely; forebore the adop- | 
tion of any other medicine or application, i in order to 
give the acid a fair trial. 

At the expiration of a week, I ordered the doſe 1a be 
increaſed to a drachm bis indies, remarking no particular 


alteration in the condition of the ulcers; but the pa- 
G 2 "_ Fo tient 


ene thought her . bd Dll} e not fo baut, 
and her two laſt nights had been better, 8 


Pergat in uſu acidi, ut antea praſcripti. : 
At the end of another week, I ſaw_her again, when 


you will readily gueſs the pleaſure. with which I noticed 


the following change in her ſymptoms :.the edges of the 
ulcers were beginning to loſe their liuid appearance, and 
to. ſubſtitute a fre/b forid: colour ; three or four of the 
ſmalleſt were almoſt'cloſed. in; the fœtor of the diſcharge 


was alſo. ſenſibly diminiſhedz her nocturnal pains had 


been greatly alleviated ;. her ſleep was e 


good, and her appetite much improved. 


As no collateral ill conſequences aroſe from the acid, 


but, on-the contrary, the beſt effects appeared to follow 


its uſe, I perſiſted in the employment of it until (I have 


great ſatisfaction in being able to ſay) complete cure 
was effected; the ulcers being perfectly healed, the ex- 
oſtoſes of the tibia and the ſtricture. of the forehead 


thoroughly nene, * the gene] * of health Kall | 


| xe=eſtabliſhed, | 


She came . my n the 3 of; oe 


_ and was diſcharged from it the ſixteenth of March, 
1797. Thus, in leſs than three months, the cure of a 


caſe was completed by the nitrous acid, that had reſiſted 
the * of n boy more than ten years, 


SAKE %£ 
* 


— | > rt a pot ignorant man, had, in a 


morhent of intoxication, caught the venereal infection; 


which did not make its appearance in an obvious form 
till ſome months after; during which time, being a 


married man, he had, naturally, communicated the diſ- 


eaſe to his wife. When application was made to me 


a ; (in April 170% ſeven months after the unfortunate con- 
© rh en, the huſband * yoke chancres on the 


prepuce 


a> „ 


prepuce and glans 1 penis, together with a very diſordered. 
general ſtate of ſyſtem, and the woman had frequent 


diſcharges from, and pains in the genitals. Fl 
I conſidered this a good opportunity | for another trial 


0 of the acid, more eſpecially as no attempt had been made | 


to obtain relief, and conſequently mercury could not 
poſſibly be ſuſpected of having any ſhare in the event of 
the caſe, whatever it might prove. They were, ac- 


cordingly, directed to take each half a drachm, diluted 


with the neceſſary quantity of water, twice in the day; 
which doſe, at the end of the week, was augmented to 
a drachm twice in the day. In two months, theſe two 


perſons were perfectly cured, and have N well to 


the preſent time. 


A young gentleman, a | friend of mine, * for ſome 
time ſuffered. under a ſyphilitic ſcabies, affecting many 


parts of the ſyrface of the body; which yielded in a 
ſurprizingly ſhort ſpace of time to an exhibition of the 
nitrous acid; 1 


I have alſo received the thanks of ſeveral 2 and 


naval friends for my recommendation of this remedy, 
which has removed their ys after the. . me- 


thods had failed, 
a Jann Sir, &c 


— LAVRENCE. | 


| | | i * 
LETTER FROM MR. MAY, SURGEON. 


Dear Sir, . Plymouth Dock. 


TO do juſtice to ! Scott's recommendation, though. 
my expectations were by no means ſanguine, I was de- 
termined to give the medicine a fair trial; my ſituationn 
TONE afforded me ſuch an Pan's and that no doubts 
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Z might be entertained, the moſt ſi mple fie was adopted; 
and every other medicine, excepting a laxative, and oo- 


caſionally an anodyne at night, were moſt ſtrictly for- 


| bidden. Externally nothing was ever uſed but a lotion 


of warm milk and water, to keep the parts as clean as 


poſſible. In the following caſes a plain and ſimple ſtate- 


ment of facts is given; and I think they ſerve to eſta. 
bliſh, in behalf of the medicine, a credit of the firſt im- 
portance in the cure of lues. That it will cure every 


| caſe that may occur is not fot me 88 decide, but I muſt 
at the ſame time obſerve, I have yet in no one inſt 


1 


If the medicine be propetly BRED I have no o doubt 
of its ſucceſs when perſevered in, without harraſſing the 


"conſtitution in the manner that mercury is known to do. 
T have ſelected the eight following caſes from a number 
of others, for no other reaſon but becauſe I have had 
longer experience of their cures being perfect. The 


firſt of which has been upwards of 12 nonens, and the 


latter ſix, | 2 
The caſe of San Spratt, I think, is a dep er 


N Wiking one. The bubo was the largeſt I ever ſaw, and 


almoſt as hard as a ſtone ; the inflammation, as I have 
obſerved, was very trifling, The change produced on 


the appearance of the chancres was ſoon evident, but 


the bubo for a long time remained unaltered; and when 
he complained of being tired, and nauſeating the medi- 


eine, I was ftil] determined, after a little time, to perſe- 
vere ; but finding an alteration in che courſe of fo ſhort 
a time, I was willing to remait. A diligent obſerver of 

-what was to happen, till I ſhould ſee what further ſteps 


might be neceſſary, - After the total diſperſion of the 
bubo, I kept him in the hoſpital for ſome time, but 


2 finding no _ of his diſeaſe remaining, he was diſ- 


1 


—— 
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3 wharged, and i is to this MS. in perfeg bealch.—At what 

period the venereal virus might have been ſubdued is 
difficult to ſay, but *tis probable he had taken more of | 
the medicine than was abſolutely required. 

_ During the courſe of the acid in the different caſes a 
8 I obſerved a great regularity. in the effects pro- 

: duced ; ; that it occaſioned a greater diſcharge of urine 558 
and perſpiration; the bowels were ſometimes lax, but 
more frequently bound, and griping was ſometimes com- 
plained of. The anodyne at night relieved this com- 
plaint, ſo that I have ſince regularly directed it to be 
taken. Soreneſs in the mouth has not generally attended 
the exhibition of this medicine, and when it has, I am 
fatisfied it was owing to the local action of the N 3 AS 
nothing like ulcer has been obſerved, 
Were no other advantage to be derived from this me- 
dicine, its efficacy in ſtopping the progreſs of buboes to 
ſuppuration would be of the utmoſt i importance. I have 
tried it in ſcrofulous ſwellings but in vain: I have ng 
doubt but the cures of the caſes recited might have been 
ſhortened by external applications, in conjunction with 
the acid, but this would have been foreign to my view, 
which was ſimply to give a full and impartial trial to te 
medicine recommended dy Mr. Sette. © > | 

Should you be- of opinion that theſe obſervations "= 
at all worthy your attention, they are perfectly at your 
{ervice to make what uſe of them you pleaſe, 

EL am, &c. 
| VAUGHAN Mar, Surgeon to his Majeſty's 
| - = S 0 
fo 8 2 . 1 OS. 


James SpRATT, gunner in the royal regiment 5 
artillery, was received 1m bes EY on "hi 34 of 


CF 
N March, 1797, for the cure of a very large bubo in the 
| left groin. The tumor T think was the largeſt I ever. 
remember to have met with, but not very painful, or 
much inflamed. He had alſo ſeveral deep chancres on 
the prepuce, attended with great ſoreneſs, and inflamma- 
tion, He was ordered a doſe of falts, and directed to 
eep the chancres clean by frequently waſhing them with 


| vious to his admiſſion. On the 4th, one drachm of the 
concentrated nitrous acid, diluted with 16 ounces of 
Water, was ordered, which the nurſe was directed to ſee 
him take in the courſe of 24 hours. On the 5th, I 
. found he had perſpired freely in the night, and his urine 
had been increaſed in quantity, His medicine was re- 


peated. On the 6th, finding he made no complaints 


againſt his medicine, I directed two drachms of the acid 
to the ſame quantity of water. On the 7th, the chan- 


cores were perfectly clean, and healthy granulations 


covered the bottoms of the ſores. The ſame quantity 
of the acid was daily continued, and on the 14th, the 
chancres were perfectly healed. The bubo remained un- 
altered to the feel, was very hard, but by no means 


painful. Medicine continued. At this time he com. 


_ plained of ſoreneſs in his mouth, his gums were red, 
and he ſpit conſiderably in the courſe of the day, but 
there was not the leaſt appearance of ulceration in the 
mouth, nor was his breath at all offenſive, He com- 
plained alſo of uneaſineſs in his bowels; his body was 
perfectly regular during the courſe of the medicine. He 1 
was now ordered a pill conſiſting of 1 4 grain of opium 
at bed time. He continued to take his medicine regu - 
larly, without producing any effe&t worthy remark till 
the 20th, when he complained that his medicine made 
* bete e and that h he could take | it . 9 At this 
time 


oo, warm milk and water. He had taken no medicine pre- | 
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| ume no apparel alteration had 1 place 10 the tumor, 
it remained hard and indolent, Without much pain or 


inflammation. „ * 


THE acid was omitted, ER? the 3 of courſe. 


On the 23d, the inflammation, which from the beginning 


had been trifling, totally diſappeared. On the 27th, the 


tumor began to grow fofter. On the 31ſt, it was much 


ſofter, and T thought I could feel a deep ſeated fluctua 


tion, ſo that I had no doubt but it would ſuppurate. 
the 4th of April it was {till ſofter and decreaſed. On 


the gth rapidly * ecreaſing, and on | the * W 0 Al. 5 


5 * 


CASE 11. 


HENRY SIMMS, gunner, on the 28th of April, 1797, j 


was admitted into the hoſpital for the cure of a general 


excoriation of the glans, and a bubo. He had taken no : 


medicines. After an opening medicine, on the 29th, 


he began with one drachm of the acid, as in the former 


caſe, On the 3oth I found he had perſpired freely, had | 


made much water, and had two lax tools in the courſe 
of the night; his bubo had been very painful. He was 
particularly charged to keep the glans perfectly clean by 


frequently waſhing the parts with warm milk and water. 
May the 1ſt, the bubo was leſs painful, the acid was in- 


creaſed to two drachms. On the 4th, the inflammation 
ceaſed, the bubo was leſs, the pain totally left him, and 


the excoriatian had a milder appearance. On the Bth, 


the parts were healing, and the bubo almoſt diſperſed. 
On the 12th, the bubo diſappeared, and the excoriation 


was nearly well, The ſores were reduced to a fmall 
chancre on the end of the glans, which remained in one 


Fate vi the Le of J une, ta which time he regularly 


g continued 5 


was given every eight hours. 
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of continued his. medicine, when he cemplained of being 
tired, and it was omitted. On che I2th he was diſ- 


1 cured. e 


As E Her 
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Trivia Lzwas, gunner, Was 1 on the 4th of 


May, 1797, for the cure of ſeveral chancres, and bubo; , 


he vegan. the acid on the 5th, in the doſe of one drachm, 
5s before, which on the 7th was increaſed to two drachms, 


His urine and perſpiration were increaſed, On the 8th 


the bubo was reduced in ſize, and the chancres put on 


a healthy appearance. On the 11th, he abſented him- 
ſelf from the hoſpital and got drunk, in conſequence of 
which, the prepuce was very much inflamed. The acid 


was diſcontinued, and a ſaline mixture with tart. antim. 


: \ 


NoTWIiTHSTANDING this irregularity, no traces of 


1 bubo were to be obſerved on the 12th. On the 1 3th, 
a conſiderable diſcharge iſſued from between the glans 
and prepuce, which continued much inflamed and pain- 


ful. His mixture was continued, he was ordered to 
foment the parts often, and to take gr. 1 Z of opium at 


night in a pill. Under this treatment he continued gra- 
dually to grow better till the 31ſt, when the ſwelling 
being reduced, and perfectly eaſy, the acid was again 


had recourſe to, The diſcharge daily leſſened, and on 
the 1oth ceaſed; but he was unable to retract the pre- 


puce. His medicine was continued till che N of une, 
when he was diſcharged cured. | 


N 
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Joux Aenwon vn; gunner, had ent 1 deep . 
cres on the prepuce, and a large bubo in his groin; at- 
tended with much pain and inflammation. He was ad- 
mitted into the hoſpital on the x3th' of June laſt; and 
commenced taking the acid on the 14th, in the doſe of 
one drachm and a half daily, On the .16th, the acid 
was increaſed to two drachms. His pain was leſſened, 
and the inflammation much abated, His medicine. was 
continued, and on the 24th, the bubo was quite diſ- 
perſed: the chancres were clean and healing, He con- 
tinued his medicine, without. any thing particularly 
worthy of remark, till the 22d of July, when *. was 
W cured, © 


CASE V. 


JAuzs MavnuRy, gunner, was taken into the 
hoſpital, on the 4th of Auguſt, 1797, for the cure gf a 
very large bubo in his left groin, which was exceffively 
indurated. On the 5th, he began with. the acid as 
uſual. , On the 8th, it became ſofter, and on the 12th, 
was conſiderably reduced in ſize. The medicine was 
continued, and on the Igth, he was WEE perfectly. 


Fured, 


CASE vi. 


Levy Nord, gunner; was,” on the 12th of Sep- 
tember laſt, received into the hoſpital, for the cure of a 
large venereal ulcer juſt below the frenum.. The acid 
was given as uſual, and he was directed to keep the ul- 


cer clean by often waſhing it with warm milk and water, 
the 
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the prepuce 1 was much ſwollen, and there was 2 con- 
ſiderable inflammation on the whole of the ſurrounding 
parts. On the 16th, the ulcer looked cleaner, and a 
much better diſcharge took place. He daily took two 
drachms of the acid, and the progreſs of his cure was 
regular and uninterrupted. He was diſcharged from the 
Hoſpital, cared, on the IN of OB. 


# 
; CASE VII. 


CHaARLEs: RAVENCROFT, gunner, applied to me for 
the cure of a large, deep-ſeated, foul, venereal ulcer on 
the prepuce, on the 18th of September laſt. He began 
with the acid immediately. On the 23d, the ulcer was 
much cleaner, and the diſcharge a good one, Healthy 
granulations appeared, and the fore was in a ftate of 
healing. On the 29th, it was perfectly well; but he 
complained of a ſoreneſs about his ancles: this ſoon left 
him, and he was diſcharged, perfectly well, on the 4th of 
October. The acid was continued to 9 the day of his diſ f 


eren 


| Guonon WEBSTER, ſoldier artificer, was admitted 
into the Hoſpital on the 3d of October laſt, for the cure 
of gonorrhea, a large ulcer on the prepuce, and incipient 
bubo. * He was ordered a daſe of ſalts; after which he 
commenced taking the acid, On the 8th, the ulcer was 
ſomewhat cleaner ; ; on the IIth, it was perfectly clean 


| CASE vrII. 


and healing; from this time to the 15th, there yas no 


alteration in the ſore; but the ſwelling in the groin diſ- 
appeared: On the 16th, the ſore was not ſo clean as it 

Lad been; but on the 18th, it grew again cleaner. From 
this time to the 27th, appearances were very variable 3 


and, on ſtrict 1 W 1 found he had been irregular, and 
5 RT as 


- —— — 
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55 erlegel his medicine. Ie promiſed me to be more ata | 
tentive ; ; and I believe he kept his word. I now ordered 


him three drachms of the acid daily; On the 31ſt, the 


ulcer was very clean, and much contracted” in ſiae: a 
gonorrhœea Mill” continued, though the diſcharge was 
much reduced in quantity. He continued to mend from 
the 31ſt, and was a e from ow Nr e 
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. fo ny "he Fg” Nee %, 17. 
SEVERAL le of 3 infection have fallen 
under my care, in different ſtages of the diſeaſe, ſince my 


laſt communications; and I have uniformiy employed 
the pale nitric acid in the cure of them ; in ſome I have 


been ſucceſsful 3 in others, not ſou! In a patient that 1 
lately attended with Mr. Ruſſell, no permanent good 


effects were experienced after a. 3 
of it. The caſe was a gentleman about 30, Who had 


ulcerating bubo of che right groin; chat had been opened 
dy a ſurgeon at a diſtance from Worceſter, and under 
whoſe care he remained ſome weeks after the operation; 


when he placed himſelf under the care of Mr. Ruſſell . 
and at the time I firſt ſaw him, it was ſpreading in every 


direction, with foul, callous edges, and diſcharging, for 
the moſt part, a thin ſanious matter; it was highly 
ſenſible to the touch, and extremely painful on the leaſt 
motion; he had alſo two chancres on the pubes, that 


were as ill-conditioned re one of them) and 


nearly as painful as the bubo. He had lately gone 
through a courſe of mercury by friftion and the mouth, 


N 
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and had taken ſome: doſes of nitric acid, and many n 
of decoction of ſarſaparilla, bark, &c. Kc. 
As he ſeemed deſirous of making a further tial of th 

iltlc: acid, it was again had recourſe to: he firſt. * 

with 1 drachm, then 1 , and at laſt 2 per day, mixed in 

a quart of water, to which! were added about 4 o of 

Ample ſyrup. And here it may be neceſſary to remark, 

that when he took the acid wwitheut the addition of. the 

ſyrup, it always diſagreed with his ſtomach and bowels. 
After taking the medioine fox a ſhort time, he imagined 
the aſpects of the bubo and chaneres were greatly altered 
for the better; but theſe appearances ſoon vaniſhed—the 
ſores ſtill remained obſtinate and painful, and continued 
in this ſtate without anal alteration for the better, 


during four or five weeks; in which timg, about 7 02. 


of the acid had been taken at irregular intervals, great 
caution having been neceſſary on account of the tender 
ſtate of his bowels, and their diſpoſition to colie and 
diarrhœa. He had _ affected im a em AY. den 
nee mDeayo9 ot vo. bd nh 

No . a cure, either wa mercury or s 
ie acid; having been made in this length of time, he 
was recommended to try the tffects of country air, to 
leave off all medicine, to live on a nouriſhing diet, and 
to keep the parts clean by ſimple dreſſings. If he did 
not get better upon this regimen, it was farther recom- 
mended to him to try ſea-bathing, as ſoon as the weather 
would permit: this was in December laſt, I heard from 
him about ſix weeks paſt, and found he had, by 5 advice 
of a medical gentleman under whoſe care he had placed 
himſelf when he left Worceſter, again had recourſe. to 


mercury, but without effect. At the time he wrote to 


me, he had, for the third time, begun upon the nitric 


5 3 and I adviſed him to take _ Wrong: fuming ſpirit, 
ſtead 


* 
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Mſtead - bf the pale. Since which time I have not been 
informed; by "himſelf, what" effects haue been produced 
by it; eee eee ene he was ſtill ins 
iyretehed:ſtate of diſeaſe. i eee 6 > CAT not. 

J gave it lately to two en, in nearly ſimilar 


ſtages of lues venerea; one of them bad four chanęres 


on the Prepuce, | with a purulent diſcharge from the 


urethra; ;. the other had three chancres, ſituated as; the 


former;z., in addition to which, be; had a large and ſpread= 
ing ulcer on the left tonſil. They both took the nitric 
acid, and began. with a doſe of thirty drops, firſt twice, 
then three times à day. Their chancres they were 
directed to waſh, twice a day, with a weak ſolution of 
lunar cauſtic, and afterwards to dreſs them with ſtrong 
mercurial ointment, ſpread on lint. The acid gave the 
firſt · mentioned patient heart-burn, and other uneaſy. ſenſa- = 

tions in che ſtomach and bowels; theſe were eorrected 
by ginger pills: ſometimes diarrhœa Was produced, 
which was tn by apium;; 1 but till he complained of ; 
pain and flatulence after every... doſe of the mixture, 
* 


though it was compoſed of ſimple ſyrup and mueil 
gum arabic. two ounces of each to a pint of the 


ture. His chancres, however, ſtill continued nden, 
nor was the diſcharge per urethram e in any reſpect 


— 


for the better; in quantity or quality. F 


AFTER ten days trial of the nitric . it was as entirely 
laid aſide, and I deſired him to rub 2 drachms of ſtrong IG 
mercurial ointment upon his thighs, every night, at bed- 
time. He had not purſued: this courſe: longer than a 
week; before the chancres put on à more healthy 25. . 
pearance, though-preciſely the ſame dreſſing was applied 
to them as before; in three weeks from this period, the 


chancres were completely healed, and he was perfectiy 


— after * * 8 friction: a fortnight, his 
0 mouth 
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houth became ſore, and. 4 light ſalivation enſued, when 
ne was under the neceſſity of omitting it for ſome days, 
and aſterwards made uſe of it only every other night; he 
n I _ of opium at W * * a 85. r 


Tut other patient, 2 dock hs mo acid, ebe 
at the ſame time, in the ſame doſe, and mixed'up as. the 
former, except with the omiſſion of the mucilage; after a 
fortnight s taking, began tor experience its good effects in 
an evident degree: the chaneres became clear, and began 
to granulate; though 2heſz had larger and deeper floughs 


than thoſe of the laſt mentioned patient; to the ulcer in 


his throat he uſed frequently in the day à gargle com- 
poſed of yeaſt, honey and ſmall beer, and contrived alſo, 
by means of a glaſs tube, that the acid mixture, every 
time it was taken, ſhould come in contact with the ulcer 
on the tonſil; in a fortnight” s time,” he increaſed the 
quantity of acid to thirty drops, firſt three, then four 
times a day, and, after perſiſting in the uſe f it about 
fix weeks, was completely cured, without ſuffering the 
leaſt pain or inconvenience from the uſe of the acid; on 
the contrary, a glow and warmth were the conſtant 
* regular effects attendant on every doſe he took. 
I gave the pale nitric acid to a young lady, about 
21 years of age, affected with dyſpncea and fluor albus, 
attended with other ſymptoms of debility, with more 
beneficial and' permanent effects than _ medicine ſhe 


had before A e 15 1 


 AnoTHER e 15 1 bad 1b bed carey 


Ae conſiderable benefit from it. He had been 
afflicted with venereal pains for a year or two; and 


. though he had taken mercury in a variety of forms, uſed 


mercurial friction, and taken guaiscum, &c, &c. he had 


tine] 


4 


iwer bees est relieved en de been W 5. 
courſe of the nitric acid. After having taken it for three 
or four months, ſometimes omitting it for a week, he is 
now more free from pain, and his general health in 
a better ſtate than it bas been for the laſt two years. He 
informed me, that every doſe of the acid produced a 
warmth in his ſtomach, and that he felt it quite to his 
fingers ends, His countenance, too, appeared clearer, 
and his cheeks more florid. He Never en Ts 
drachms of the acid in 24 hours. 

- Many practitioners having witneſſed the falutary 
effects of the nitrous acid, after mercury had been taken 


and applied, for a great length of time, without removing 
all the ſymptoms, imagined that this medicine enabled the 


mercury, then latent in the habit, to remove diſeaſe, 
that it could not effect without the aſſiſtance of ſuch 
an active auxiliary. Some have aſſerted that venereal 
complaints, apparently cured by the uſe of this medicine, 
have frequently returned with increaſed” violence, whilſt 
others have confidently infiſted that the nitrous acid 
| would never keep its ground, the repeated failures of cure 
by this means, within their own knowledge, appearing 
to juſtify ſuch prognoſtic. * 

To the laſt claſs I muſt beg leave to remark, that 
it it has certainly been found ſucceſsful in a few well 

authenticated and clearly-marked caſes,” it proves that 
medical practitioners, as well as the aflicted, have been 
benefited by the diſcovery—the former by being made 
acquainted with a new and important diſcovery ; the 
latter by the enjoyment of a complete removal of ſome © 
diſeaſes, and an alleviation in others; and this, too, from 
a erg e vo ill effects on the conſtitution; as 


” 


3 
rer theſe principles it is aſſuredly more deſirable to 
inveſtigate the properties of this remedy, and to extend 
its uſes ſtill farther, Shan: abandon the n ee ſuch. 
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W. SANDFORD. 


P. S. Stck the PAR > Wm was written, J received the 
followin g aceount from the gentleman whom I attended 
with Mr. Ruſſel, from whoſe letter the following ex- 
tract is inſerted :—< By means of the acid, which left. 
little undone, and ſubſequently the bark, I am in every 
reſpect (except a alen in the bowels) OP 


NOTE OF MR. FEILD.- 


1 FzIID preſents his reſpectful compliments to 
| Mr. Sandford, —If the encloſed caſes will add any weight 
to the numerous teſtimonies in favour of the effect of the 
5 nitrous acid, they are much at the ſervice of Dr. 

Beddoes, although not ſo accurate and circumſtantial 
as they might have been, if intended for publication. 
The leading facts may be relied upon as in no n in- 
correct or exaggerated. 
F. aregate-flreet, Worceſter, Ioth Fuly, I 708. 


EI IZ AB ET RH LAMBE, about 20 years of age, TRE? 8 
Broome, about 17, were both received into the Houſe of 
Induſtry at Worceſter, I5th Nov. 1797, being rendered 
incapable of proctring a ſubſiſtence, by the venereal 
diſeaſe; the former had been cured. in the Houſe, about a 
year and a half before, and had, as ſoon after as ſe could 
find. opportunity, deſerted. She had now ſeveral wenereal 

* ulcers on the external labia and eee, with a large 


1 . 
i | e June 45 1798, 
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and offenſive diſcharge. I ordered Us parts to be a - 
frequently with a weak ſolution of ceruſſa acetata ; and 
two drachms of diluted nitrous acid, with Zvi of ſimple 


ſyrup, and a quart of water, to be taken at equal doſes, - 


every two days. She continued the uſe of it rather 
irregularly, owing to its ſometimes exciting ſickneſs, for 
two months, when ſhe appeared perfectly well, and has 
continued ſo to this day, being now in the Houſe. This 
girl had formerly, when very bad, been eured by mer- 
cury, and had, I believe, taken a ſmall box, conſiſting of 


about ten calomel 4 before ſhe the uſe of erg 
- nitrous acid. 8 


| RA OO bad not been ill fo long, W 


diſeaſe aſſumed ſuch virulent appearances; ſhe had a 
copious, but milder diſcharge, attended with ſmall ulcera - 
tions, or chancres, on the internal labia, with much 5 
ardor urinæ, for which ſhe firſt of all took a doſe of 
natron vitriolatum, and ſome powders of nitre and gum 
arabic; and when the inflammatory ſymptoms had me- 
what ſubſided, ſhe began the acid in the ſame way as 
Lambe; which, after ſome little time, purged her a good 
deal. I then ordered four drops of tinct. opii to be taken 
with each doſe; and, after continuing it about ſix weeks, 
ſhe was perfectly cured, and remains well at this time, 
being now in the Houſe. This girl, I believe, had 
never been diſeaſed before, and had not taken, as far as I 
can learn, a ſingle grain of mercury. 


Tusk girls were repeatedly ſeen by Dr. Milne, during 
92 progreſs of the complaint, and may be examined at 


any time you will favour me with e ie at * 
Houſe of luda. | Pt 


> WK young | man about eighteen years * PS 
firſt called me in the 18th of November laſt : he had 
| =, H 2 | e 
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_ thin'a large and highly inflammatory dub, which 
I opened the following morning, and immediately put 
him upon the uſe of the nitrous acid, in the proportion of 
313. to {6 ij. of decoctum farſaparille, to be taken every 
two days, increaſing the doſe, as it agreed well with him, 
to Ziſs. per diem. He was extremely reduced in fleſh 
and ſpirits, having. ſuffered much from a concealment of 
his diſorder, and aſſured me, he had taken nothing but a 
bottle of drops that ſome friend or acquaintance had 
given him, previous to my attendance. He took eight 
or nine quart bottles of the mixture, and, by the latter 
end of December, was quite well, and contin ſo at 
this time. fs 
Susanna WIH was brought to the Houſe of | 
| Induſtry about the middle of April. She had a violent 
fwelling of the labia, with offenſive diſcharge and in- 
ternal ulceration ; ; ſhe was ordered to lay on the part 
cloths wetted with a weak ſolution. of hydrargyrus 
muriatus gr.iv. to ſs. and to take the nitrous acid, as 


| Lambe and Broome, although it conſtantly made her 


fick, even ſo as frequently to occaſion. vomiting. She; 
perſevered in the uſe of it about ſix Vos and is now 
well at her accuſtomed labour. | 


LETTER FROM WR. DUNNING, PLYMOUTH. vock.. 


Dx AR SIR, May 235 1798. 


* THOUGH I have employed nitrous acid in nearly 
twenty venereal caſes, I have not kept any memoranda 2 
F will,, however, relate 2 few circumſtances from me- 
mory, which will be much at your ſervice. 

Tre firſt caſe, in which I uſed it, was a 1 5 
eme years Banding, on the tibia. My patient had gone- 

f | " Exrough 
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PTRITY 8 and repeated mercurial unte, withour . 
permanent benefit. By theſe, and the long tyranny: of 
the diſeaſe, his conſtitution had been ſo much ſhaken, and 
every appearance about him ſuch, I was really appro- 
henſive he was on the verge of venereal hectic. His 
nights were maſt painful and ſleepleſs; and he roſe in the 
mornings almoſt as unrefreſhed as when he lay down. 
This was preciſely his ſituation at the period be entered 
on the nitrous acid. He was neither confined to his 
room, nor reſtricted to any rigid regimen. After. having 
taken of this novel medicine from one to two drachms 
a day, for about ten days, the night pains ſenſibly abated, 
and ſoon were entirely removed. Seyeral weeks, however, 
paſſed, I ſuppoſe, from the influence of long habit, before 
the got any thing like good fleep. He is at this time, 
and has been for ſeveral months, extremely well, and 
al bis friends zemark on his er Apesrang. 


Toa PR og conſulted me for foul extalfine 
ulcerations on the glans penis and prepuce, which he told 
me were produced by his having applied the pulyis 
ſabinæ on warts, I recommended à courſe of mercurial 
frictions; he rubbed on at leaſt ſix gunces os ung. 
merc. fort. and took every, or every other night, a grain 
of calomel. His mouth became confiderably. fuxed=—the : 
ulcerations, notwithſtanding, at the eng of three weeks, 

were fouler, more extended, and extremely irritable 
indeed, The mercurials were now diſcoritinued, and I 
gave him large quantities of bark and opium, - with. a3 
little advantage; and theſe were therefore in their turn 
given up for a trial of the nitrous acid, The aſpect of | 


the ſores (which now nearly covered the whole of the 


glans, and 2 large part of the prepuce) remained. in the 5 


Aan | >» 
clean 
4 


1 
clean away, and, at the end of another fortnight, were 
almoſt filled up, and cicatrized. At this time he was 
hr to ſea; * have not ſince heard of him. 


| Ir HE other caſes in which I 3 the nitrous 
| reid were chancres and buboes; and I do not remember 
| that it entirely failed me in a ſingle inſtance; in a caſe 
or two, indeed, which were tedious, I thought the good 
effects of it remarkably aſſiſted by alternating with it 
a few. doſes of calome],—Obſtinate perſeverance was 
ſometimes neceſſary; and if I had not had much faith, 
the medicine would have been relinquiſhed and con- 
demned. That it will not always cure, I can moft 
readily concede ;' but I believe it will frequently cure 
(a deſideratum of vaſt importance) when mercurials fail, 
or rather aggravate the diſeaſe. Several of my patients 
| have referred to the uſe of it an increaſe of appetite and 
chearfulneſs, to which if we add the circumſtances, that 
it Lan be employed without confinement, without Tigid 
reſtriction to diet, or without any material interruption 
to buſineſs or amuſement, it becomes to many individuals, 
in a variety of ſituations, a medicine of immenſe con- 
* 7 OM | 
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Us will n now beg leave to refer you to the feelings and 

Ae of a gentleman who is under great obliga- 
tions to the acid, and who has favoured me with the 

encloſed: His is one of thoſe conſtitutions which ſo re- 

markably reſiſt the action of mercurials—a ſecond and 

| third time he has been obliged to uſe nearly a pound of 
- "the unguent merc. fort. with doſes of calomel fre- 

quently repeated before the mercurial impreſſion could be 

produced; and his complaints (which were always ugly 

| JO) never * in 2 * — till this 

| took 


* * 
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„ 
took place. The ptyaliſur then became always extteme, 
which, with ſometimes violent diarrhcea,” or rather 
dyſentery, reduced him to a ſlate of weaktiefs and 
diſtreſs, that more than once alarmed me for the event: 
What a contraſt this to his experience of the nitric acid ! 
_—_ reaſons concur why His name ſhould be ſuppreſſed} 

' beſides that he is à "gentleman of the ſtricteſt 
* and veracity, Ican ſpeak to every Ercumſtance” 
W : — * ' 7 a bag Fe 132 * 541117 ST 
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A ITY MENTIONED IN MR. pUnRING 8 LETTER, 

Dans Kin, Sa Doc 4167 avoSns 

| HOWEVER painful to me the fecefle Bie of ſuf- 
4 which have been the fad conſequences of my 
unhappily forgetting at intervals of my life the virtuous 

» principles implanted early in my mind by education, yet 

J feel it a ſort of duty t to relate, as well as I am able, and 
in compliance with your requeſt, the benefit my health 
has more than once received from nitric acid 4281 5 
miniſtered to me under your care. ara For 

A venereal complaint from recent infection, occa- 
ſioned, you may remember, my applying to you in 
Auguſt laſt. In no former caſe had I conſulted any 
ſurgeon but yourſelf; and your obſervation had a 
_ peculiar difficulty attending my cure. Indeed the extent 
to which it had always been found neceſſary previouſl 
to carry the mercurial courſe, now preſented to my mind 
an alarming proſpect; and though my caſe was urgent, 
you ſeemed even to heſitate at hazarding ; again a ſimilar 
- remedy. Thus circumſtanced, upon your mentioning. 
* nitric acid as worth having recourſe to, I readily: con- 
2 to its being tried, and, on the 19th of the Hans = 

month, began a courſe of that medicine. 


8 * ee From 


* 


(204 


FOO memory and reference to my journal, at this 5 
period I am enabled to ſtate that during the firſt and ſe- 


cond weeks of my taking the acid regularly, I found no 
material benefit from it except an increaſe of appetite, 
ank a relief from the great anxiety and depreſſion of 
mind, which accompanied the firſt ſymptoms of diſeaſe: 
and ſo little confidence was then placed in the ultimate 
ſucceſs of a medicine of ſuch eaſy operation, that be- 
fore the third week of trial had expired, I began to 
queſtion on the propriety of having recourſe to ſome 
different remedy; but, fortunately, by your advice I was 
induced to perſevere, and when I had done ſo about 
three weeks, the good effects of the acid became appa- 
rent from the alteration of the ſymptoms of my com- 
plaint.— The cure continued to advance rapidly, until, 
ſoon after the fourth week, it appeared to be ſo com- 
pleat and obtained fo eaſily, that my ſurprize was equal 
to any of my other ſenſations. 
I BELIEVE the acid was continued for about a 3 
- after eyery ſymptom of diſeaſe had diſappeared, and at 
the concluſion of the courſe my general health, ſo 
far from being impaired, ſeemed improved from the me- 
dicine, which had occaſioned no interruption either of 
my buſineſs, any convivial ſociety, or my uſual exer- 
cCiſes; from the latter, indeed, after the ſecond week, 
and from a ſparing uſe of diluting liquids, I thought the 
operation of the acid was promoted; and this idea ſub- 
ſequent and ſucceſsful experience has confirmed. 
Tux reſult of the whole I need; not here mention, 
it would ill become an addreſs to a profeſſional character 
that the regular uſe of nitric acid has more than once 
- Tuccgeded in my caſes, is a fact; that its good effects 
have not been confined to the cure of the immediate diſ- 
eaſe, but have conliderably improved wy ls health, | 
| JS 5 is 
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|. that, as I have ſometimes ſuſpected, without completely 


(ws) 


is-a9 certain: and I need not ſtate to you tle -wretthed 
ſtate to which mercyrials never failed to reduce me, and 


eradicating diſeaſe. It cannot have eſcaped your ob» 
ſervation, that at every repetition of à courſe of the 
acid, a longer perſeverance has been neceſſary, and that 
though when long continued, it has ſomewhat oppreſſed 
the conſtitution, yet it has never failed of compleat ſuc» 
ceſs with me. From the time of my firſt contracting 
the venereal contagion, I have never experienced ſo 
much health and vigour of body, or ſerenity of mind, 
as I do at this day, and I attribute the alteration to the 
efficacy of the nitric acid ; which, as to my 3 
mercury does not poſſeſs. 5 
1 * 9 5 

© TO MR. DUNNING, „onoon. 
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LETTER 1 FROM un, CUST AN CE, SURGEON. 


Kidderminfter, May 23, 2 
o DOCTOR BEDDORBS, 
Six, „ 2 
As the caſe, which I had the honor to communicate to 
you in January laſt, has not been returned to me, I 
conclude that it accorded with the deſign of your circu- 


lar letter. I leave to ſend you another proof of 
the youu effects of the oxygene in venereal afeFiors, | 


Jene Danizr, aged 33 years, applied to me on the - 

at of laſt March. Upon examining bim, I found he 
had * conſiderable bubo in the * groin, of three 
—.— weeks 


— ſtanding, Which was much inflamed, and very 
| painful. He had alſo a ſmall chancre on the prepuce, 
with a ſlight chordee. I began with giving him 3ij.-of - 

| the nitrous acid daily, and ordered him to keep rags 
: _ dipt in cold water conſtantly applied to the bubo: in 
about ten days the bubo broke, and in a month's time, 
all his ſymptoms entirely diſappeared; the bubo healing 
8 e oh nu eee and d evemtinſng TR 
Ls CALLED: eee on | Fran males e ſub- 
jet of the other caſe I ſent you, and am happy to- in- 
form you ſhe is now in good e and has not | had 
the ſlighteſt ſymptom of relapſe. 5 Ben 
© I nave given the acid with good — in one caſe 
of chloroſis. In all other caſes in which I have made 
trial of the acid, the * ſoon got tired of taking 
it. 


* 


I am, Sir, — ooo 
GROROE CusrTancs, We 
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5 1 AM ſorry I; cannot, in Fa IR RY your re- 

| queſt, furniſh you with the particulats of the cafes of 

* ſyphilis, in which we tried nitrous : acid on board the 
- Phaeton, the journal being now at ſea. | 

) | Tk number was ſeven. They were ſelected as well 
marked caſes of lues venerea. The acid was given : as 
en, as they could bear it: was continued for above 
| 2 fortnight 


4 
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_ fortnight with much attention. The mate adminiſters 
ed the medicine with his own hands; and I often at- 


tended. The preciſe doſe I will not pretend to ſtate 
from memory ; but I imagine it was not ſmall.—The 
treatmeht failed in all the caſes; and we had e to 
mercury which ſucceeded as uſual. eee 

I muſt in juſtice add, that in a bad caſe of celle 
rheumatiſm, the ſymptoms were entirely removed by the 
uſe of the acid: and I believe have not re- appeared. Phe 
patient took no other medicine. The man had an ulcer 
of doubtful character on the prepuce, which alſo diſap- 
peared under the uſe of the acid. The exiſtence of the 
ulcer was the reaſon for adminiſtering the acid; for 


we were not poſitive that it was not venereal. I muſt 5 


add that my mate, a very judicious ſurgeon, was not 
quite ſatisfied with regard to the fulneſs of the above 
trials. The following facts relative to a different acid, 
in a different obtapkte may be er: and ROY | 


Jonn Haz kr, aged 22, an YE liver, was ſent 
aboard a prize, from the Phaeton, and continued in the 


barbour ſome time: aſhore he contracted the venereal 


complaint, with which he was ſent on board. 9 
ſymptoms were ulcers on the prepuce and glans. On 
the left groin was an immenſe bubo: he probably had 
neglected his complaint for ſome weeks. The bubo had 
ſuppurated and burſt, with a vaſt diſcharge. The ori- 
fice ſpread, preſenting a cavity Wüghy and foul at the 
bottom. The diſcharge was now thin and 3 87 89 


tem much reduced, with great emaciation. 


Having met with your account of the effolts of 
wood-ſorrel i in bad ſcrofulous ſores, I had reſolyed to take 
the firſt favourable opportunity of trying the pulp of 
roaſted lemon, in other bad ulcers. I therefore applied 
Pay | 15 a largo. 


* 


„„ I 


hs * n confiſting of the pulp of ſeveral roafted 
| lemons, to the above preſcribed bubo. The ſkins of the 
lemons were thrown away. My reaſon for this pro- 
ceeding was, that in the account from Ireland, the fore 
rel leaves were directed to be macerated. 

THe patient complained much of pain; but this pain 
did not laſt long. Having well ſecured the poultice, I 
adminiſtered an opiate, and ordered him to bed. The 
dreſſing remained on till next morning. I had awakened 

the patient to a ſenſe of his very dangerous ſtate: and 
he was therefore anxious to keep the poultjcs in its 
place. 

Bronx its application, the cireumference of che 
| ; ates was livid ; but there was no flough, On re- 
1 moving the dreflings, I was aftoniſhed to find that a 
| circular ſlough had been formed during one night ; and 

inſtead of the previous livor, the part looked of 3 
7 healthy red; after two more dreſſings of the ſame kind, 
an appearance of granulation was obſerved in the bot- 
tom of the ſore, which preſerved ever afterwards its 
healthy condition. I did not apply the lemon pulp poul- 
Lice three ſucceſſive nights, but left ſome interval. I now 
gave the patient mercury, with wine, and a little bark, 
and freſh animal food. He rapidly recovered of his 
venereal ſymptoms, and returned to his duty a healthy 
Man. x 
I nave lowed the above 1 . in three other 
inſtances of foul neglected ulcers, (not venereal), with 
* equal ſucceſs. In theſe inftances, I was alſo particular 
o ly ſtruck with the quick removal of the ſurrounding 
| - - livor " 
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norz FROM DR. 20 06. 


IT would 3 that in certain 8 1 
ſtates of ſtomach, the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, 
when given in large doſes, inſtead of producing its 
uſual effects upon the conſtitution, runs off by urine 
undecompoſed; in ſuch caſes, the patient generally com. 
plains of ſharpneſs, and heat of urine, with a frequent 
dèſire to paſs it; this fact was detected by the following 
ſimple proceſs. —The urine of a patient who had for 
ſome days been taking 50 grains four times a day, and 
who complained much of ſcalding, &c. was evaporated. 
until it afforded, on cooling, a maſs of impure cryſtals | 
mixed with animal extractive matter. Theſe cryſtals 
were ſeparated and placed on filtering paper, and waſhed 
with a little alcohol, they were then rediſſolved in hot 
water, and ſuffered to cryſtallize a ſecond time by cool- 
ing ; by this means the oxygenated muriate of potaſh 
was obtained in cryſtals mixed with ſome ammoniacal 
ſalts, and common muriate of potaſh, and when thrown 
upon red hot coals, detonated with its uſual vivid flame. 

From this fact, it would appear that too large 'doſes 
of this medicine are not only unneceſſary, but prejudi- 
cial, as by exciting the action of the urinary organs too 
much, the whole or a conſiderable part may be carried off 
undecompoſed, ſomewhat in the ſame manner as mercury 
is carried off, when it produces purging: to avoid this 
inconvenience, when detected, and which it may readily 


be by the proceſs juſt deſcribed, the doſe of the medicine 


ſhould be diminiſhed, and a ſmall quantity of fome acid, 
as the nitrous, muriatic, or even vinegar, given after 
each, by this means the ſalt muſt unavoidably be decom- 
paſed, and conſequently rendered more active, both on 


} 
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the ſyſtem and diſeaſe, as we have found from experts 
ence to be the caſe, 
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Cue, from Jamzs M, Gricor, A. M. Surgeon to the 
88th Regiment. 


SIR, 


Accoxp mo to your requeſt, I tranſmit you, from 
the caſe book of the 88th regiment, an abridged account 
of thoſe caſes of venereal diſeaſe, where I have tried 
the nitrous acid. And I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
Tour moſt dbedient FTE 
James M“ Gr1G0R. 


CASE I. 


Sergeant Fox, aged 53, had venereal complaints 
of four months ſtanding. In June, 1797, he was ad- 
mitted into the regimental hoſpital, with ſeveral chancres, 
ulce-s in the palate, and ſwellings of the frontal bones, 
and of the bones of his legs and arms. After undergoing 
a courſe of mercury, the chancres were healed, and the 
other ſymptoms diſappeared. Two months after his 
diſmiſſion, the ulcers of his throat and the nodes appears 
ed again: he underwent another courſe of mercury, 
which not removing the ſymptoms, he ſucceſſively uſed 
the Liſbon diet drink; the ſame with opium, and laſtly, 
the compound decoction of larſaparilla, o opium, and 
| mercury 


! 
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mercury e His general health fafferiog: ** 
bark, and different uin of ee diet, were or- 
dered him. 

Tux diſeaſe ſeemed Gil 5 gain ground, till zbth 
January, 1798, when he firſt began _— nitrous is | 
and took one drachm daily. 

February iſt. Ulcers in 1 Jock „ od we | 
glutition is more eaſy, but his gums are much n 
by the acid, though he takes it through a pipe. 5 

.3d. Mends conſiderably, ulcers look very clean, noc=. 
| turnal pains very ſevere, though ſwelling of the bones 


are in the ſame Mate, Ih acid has induced a Wigs: N 


able ſalivation. - 

5th. The ulcers look ex a8 and; narrow very 
much, every other complaint relieved, general health 
good. 
Sth. The PP RO" is now 2 conſiderable, chat it is 
neceſſary to ſtop the uſe of the acid. | 

13th. Ulcers on fauces look worſe, the gums are 
very tender, the acid is e to the quantity of one % 
drachm daily. | 

16th. Sloughs have ſcaled off, and the ulcers a 
clean and healthy. 

 Ig9th. The ulcers have a veil favourable "OY —= 
and cicatrization advances. | 

224. Ulcers have entirely diſappeared, vary: little pain | 
of bones, and the ſwelling of them decreaſes. _ 

24th. Appearances continue very favourable ſtill, he 
complains of pains of tonſils which are ſwelled, but ex- 
poſure to cold accounts for this. Gums are very much 
ſwelled, and there is ſome ſalivation. Repetatur acidum. 

26th. The venereal ſymptoms continue to diſappear, 

but the acid produces cardialgia, has induced wann 
and ſali vation, utatur tantum acidi Yij. quotidiQ. 
Art: 5 | | | | March 


7 
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March 2d. The cardialgia, &c. diopeared, u. 
Jeſs tender, R acidi Zi quotidie. e 

Gth. As the acid greatly affects his gums, the 
tity is reduced to Dj. * puly. cort. per. 3ij. quotid. f 
_—_ 
8th. The Kalivation being very great, the acid is 
ſtopped, but the ulcers have totally diſappeared 3 he has 
Ho nocturnal pains, and the Fg. of the bones are 
greatly diminiſhed. 
roth. Salivation is gone, and he is diſmiſſed for TY 

N. B. This eaſe returned in 6 weeks, with violent 
pain and ſwelling of the bones, but no ulcer of the throat. 
He was ſoon after ſent; to the royal invalides, and 1 have 
not ſince heard of him. 


CASE 11. 


Tuonas Jon pA, aged 26, of a ſcrofulous appear- 
ance, was admitted into the regimental. hoſpital, 26th 
March, 1798, labouring under the ſecondary. ſymptoms of 
fſpyphilis. For 18 months paſt, he has been ſubject to 
nocturnal pains, nodes, and painful ſwellings of bones, 
| particularly of frons, tibiæ, and ancles, pain acroſs dy- 
pogaſtric region, reſtleſſneſs, loſs of fleſh an d appetite, 
- \ſweatings. Previous to his admiſſion at this time, he 
had been much reduced from a long and ſevere catarrhal 
complaint, frequent cough, and habitual dyſpncea, which 
laſt has increaſed lately. He has been repeatedly fali- | 
vated by mercury alone, and in conjunction with decoct. 

ſarſap. comp. which he likewiſe uſed for a long time, 
without any material benefit. From the weakly and 
Irritable ſtate he was in, it was thought adviſeable to be- 

gin the nitrous acid in very ſmall doſes, as in the follow- 

. | ing 
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| ing formula. R acid alas 305. aquæ bontane 1 ſys 
trupi ſimplicis 3j. m. bibat quotidie. _ _ 

Tu acid produced no diſagreeable ſenſation; but 
merely a ſenſe of glowing heat in the ſtomach, and epi- 
_ gaſtric region: but he perceives no difference of the 
ſymptoms, R acidi nitroſi 3i. aquæ fontanæ * r. 
ſumplicis Ziſs. m. bibat quotidie. 

Tu immediate effects of the acid on the ee vie 
| were now more permanent, but he took the quantity 
without inconvenience... The pains of - his bones are 
eaſier, the griping acroſs the hypogaſtrie region is more 
moderate. He ſleeps better with the aſſiſtance of an opi- 
ate at night; but his reſt was generally diſturbed by the 
cough; for which he was ordered a mixture with gum. 
ammoniac. His gums. are very tender, and bleed fre- 
quently in the morning; dyſpnca urgent. R acidi n. 
Ziſs. aq. fontanæ Bij. ſyrupi ſimplicis ziſs. m. Sumat 
per diem. The ammoniac mixture to be uſed as the 


urgency of the pneumtmic ſymptoms requires: = 


May. iſt. He has taken the acid mixture as 


due the venereal (ymptoms remain unchanged. Me 


acidi quantitas ad Jij-'quotidie.. 103 
A. nr ehe-dllt odio . 


nike in different quantities, upwards of 5 weeks. The 
nodes are nearly as bad as ever; that an the forehead | 
ſeems to be leſs painful; the others remaining in the 
| ſame ſtate. He has now cedema of his legs, althouglthe 
does not tir out. Appetite for the moſt: part unim- 

' paired. R acidi nitroſi gijſs. aquæ W * | 
ſimplicis Jij. m. Utatur quotidie. 2 85 
3d. IT was continued in this RENTS with little Vas 
riety of the ſymptoms, except that it once, as he thought, 
produced head-ach ſome time after taking it. May Sth, 


* , 


(14 ) 
as he has now had a long trial of this remedy, and as 
its immediate effects on the' ſyſtem in general, and on 
the ſtomach and bowels in particular, were ſevere, and 
even hazardous, and without being of any ſervice in 
the removal of the original affection, it was exhibited 
in a ſmaller doſe, and given along with ſarſaparilla as in 
the following formula. R acidi nitroſi ziſs. decocti farſa- 
parillæ #$ij. m. Bibat quotidie. | | 
I 175th. He took the medicine in this Job for ay 

a few days, without any material change, but being 
at this time invalided, as unfit for actual ſervice, a 
further proſecution of the trial was prevented. 


{ 


CASE 111. 


John Woop, a grenadier, aged 31, was admitted 
into the hoſpital 17th of March, 1798. At the time df 
his admiſſion he had ſeveral venereal ulcers on the glans 
penis, of but a few days duration. R acidi nitroſi ziſs. 
aquæ fontanæ Jbiſs. tindturæ aromat. Z1. ſumat 1 
Laventur ulcuſcula lotione ſaturnin . . 

March 19th. There is no difference in the appearance 
of the chancres. The acid affets * 3 gums, 


nor any particular ſecretion. | 
Alſt. nd . look cleaner. | Reperau miſtur 


- acida, 
23d. e lock hin a narrow, gums: ver 
Hlightly affected. Continuetur acidum. . 
285th. There is a ſlight ſalivation, chancres healing. 
Pergat in uſu acid. 

28th. Salivates conſiderably, ores quite cicatrived. 
Vergat ut antea. Atte 

April 


( 185; 1 


April Ath. The chancres s continue . the ſaliva- 
tion, which is conſiderable, continues. Siſtatur * 
et utatur gargariſma domeſtic. 

gth. The falivation is now removed, Wi is no ap- | 
pearance of any venereal pom, * he was dif- 
char god, 06 cur ed. 


CASE IV. a 
Sexgzanct MiGruTHER, light company, aged 26, 
in the courſe of the laſt four years has often had vene- 
real complaints, which had been removed by mercury. 
April 5th, 1798, was admitted into the hoſpital with 
gonorrhcea, ſwelled tonſils, and ſeveral ſmall ulcers in the 
fauces, He has likewiſe Tons ſmall ulcerations on the 
perinæum, and in the neighbourhood of the anus. He 
acknowledges having had a clap three montlis ago, when 
in England; but of this he thought he was cured, and 
ſays the ſores of his throat, and about the anus, have 5 | 
| peared but a few days ago. 
April och. R aridi nitroſi Zils. aquæ fontanæ fhij. 
ſacchari com. 3 ij. m. Sumat quotidie. Utatur injectione 
domeſt. aſtringente quater indies. N * | 
ma cal. tonſillis. | 

8th. Fauces look 3 2 leſs ſwelled, 1 
glands are now tumified. Acid bes: no NE effect 
on any ſscretion. 
| Toth. Acid griped him a good deal. | 

14th. There is little difference in the appearance of 
the ulcers in the fauces, the ſwellings of the parotids 
have come to ſuppuration externally. 1 gonorrhea 
is nearly * by the N. e 


— 


(ne ) 


We Fi, 10 Complains much of the acid ien him, TH 
vers Clean, Pergat in uſu acidi, et utatur ſæpe infuſo ſe 
minum lini. 
8th. e gone, ſwelling of fauces ſubſiding, 
and ulcers contracting. Pergat. 

; . I9th. From expoſure to cold, there is an increaſe of 
ſwelling near his neck ; but the ulcers in the RI are 
not perceptible. - 

224d. The ulcers have totally diſappeared ; there'is but 
little ſwelling ; the acid has no o particular effect on him. 
Pergat. 
206th. The felling is is gone, and he is diſiiſſed for 
duty. c 


CASE v. 


Tromas Rooxv, light company, aged 30, was ad- 
mitted a patient, into the regimental hoſpital, 6th April, 
1798. About nine months ago this man was cured of lues 
venerea; but after his cure, he cohabited with his wife, who 
had likewiſe taken ſome medicines, but had never been 
cured. He had never felt well, and now complains of 
ſwelling and pain near the verge of the anus; he is 
otherwiſe in perfect health. R acidi nitroſi 3i6. i in aquæ 
fontanz diluti q. ſ. Bibendi per diem. 
April qth. Acid gripes him ſlightly. . 
"Ith. Swelling and Po greatly abated. Pergat i in uf 
acidi. | 
- » I4th, No ſwelling or pain continues. 
8 Diſmiſſed, cured. | 
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ASR vI. 


Mr. , aged 24, for old venereal complaints, 
which had reſiſted many of the remedies in common 
practice, in February laſt began the nitrous acid, in 
doſes of one drachm daily, afterwards two drachms, and 
laſtly, two drachms and a half. The effect of it in the 

ſmalleſt quantity was greatly increaſing the ſecretion of 
urine. In the largeſt doſe it griped and occaſioned coſ- 
tiveneſs; it was latterly conjoined with deco&. ſarſ. 
comp. and he was recovering from the pains of his bones 
and ulceration of his throat, when the further uſe of it 
vas put a ſtop to by his expoſing himſelf to cold, which 
induced pneumonia, ans has ſince ended 1 in phthiſis pul- 
— EE 


CASE VII. 


Mr. F, a few days after being expoſed to ve- 
nereal infection, on 4th July firſt obſerved four chancres 
on the prepuce. On the 8th, they were touched with 

argent. nitrat. being foul and floughy ; and on the gth, 
he began the acid in doſes of one drachm, then one 
drachm and a half, and latterly, two drachms and a 
half of the acid. This laſt doſe occaſioned much fick- | 
neſs. On the 20th, having now taken about two ounces 
of the acid, the chancres entirely diſappeared. He con- 
tinued the acid till the 22d, when every venereal ſymp- 
tom ſeemed to be eradicated, and e een | 
was put a 9p to. | 


EY: « ms ) 


CASE VIII. 


\ SAMUEL BELL, Captain Vandeleur's company, aged 45, 
for five weeks has had gonorrhea, with ſeveral chancres 
on the prepuee, and a large one on the dorſum penis. 
He firſt applied July 9th, 1798. At this time there was 
ſo much ftricture on the preputium, that the chancres 
under it could not be ſeen. The diſcharge from them 
was very confiderable, the whole penis very much ſwel- 
led and inflamed, and the ſore on the dorſ. penis was very 
foul, larger than a ſhilling,” and ſpreading. He had ex- 
treme pain and reſtleſſneſs. Applicetur hydrar. nitrat. 
Tub. ulceri. et cataplaſma emolliens circa penem, et ſu- 
mat miſturam nnn per diem. R acidi n Ziſs. 
aquæ 5 ij. m. | 
July 10th. Inflammation of penis is leſſened, the 4 

ulcer has thrown off a black ſlough, and the W 

lands are ſwelled on each ſide. | 

Tith. Ulcer looks clean. ' Acid has no particular ( 

fect. R acidi 3 ij. quotidie. | 
\.* 14th. Ulcer looks clean, but (Meads ; acid occafions - 
. coſtivenefs. R pulveris rhei, cremoris tartari, az 3fs. 

m. capiat ſtatim. Sumat acidi Zijſs. poſt operationem 
pulveris. | 
8th. Has now no pain; . there is much leſs 665 
mation, though he cannot yet retract the prepuce; there 
is very little diſcharge from the chancres under it, ve 
little running; the ulcer on the dorſ. penis looks clean, 
healthy, and fills up from the bottom. 

2ſt. Largeſt ulcer looks clean, and contracts around 
the edges. Acid has for ſome time occaſioned cardialgia, 
and if taken in large — makes him ſiek. R 2 
5 5 quotidie ent. | 


„„ | 

22d. The acid, in the doſe ordered yeſterday, occaſioned 
much ſickneſs and vomiting: R acidi 3ij. quot. The ulcer- 

ations under the prepuce have diſappeared, and a cicatrix 

has nearly covered the whole of the largeſt ulcer. 

213d. Every venereal appearance is removed; * he is 

ordered to continue _ a for ſome time. ak 


On taking a review of theſe * caſes, every thing 
appears to me to be highly favourable to the acid. In 
five caſes it was the ſole means of effeCting a cure, which, 
at the preſent time, appears permanent and ſolid. In 
Fox's caſe it flattered us for a time, with a proſpe& of 
its effecting a cure; and though it finally failed, it con- 
ſiderably mended his general health. His habit was ſo - 
materially injured previous to the uſe of the acid, that 
it is very doubtful if any medicine could have cured him. 
TEE ſame may be remarked of Jordans caſe, where 
the acid had more diſeaſes to encounter than the vene- . 
real ; it had to oppoſe diſeaſes occaſioned by mercury. . 
Tux caſes wherein it ſucceeded may be thought 
flight, but they were well marked caſes of pox, though 
in their firſt ſtage: and it cannot be expected, that mer- 


cury would have effected a more ſpeedy cure, and moſt 


certainly it would not have effected it with leſs injury 
3 to the conſtitution. Regarding the modus operandi of 
the nitrous acid, I ſhall not hazard any thing. I may 
here mention, that in three venereal caſes, all with the 
ſecondary ſymptoms, I have uſed the oxygenated marine 
acid. In one caſe it ſucceeded; in another it entirely - 
Hiled ; and in the third caſe, for a time, the ſymptoms 
_ diſappeared, and a cure ſeemed to have been obtained; 
but in two months after, the patient had a return of all 
his ſymptoms, and at preſent is uſing the nitrous acid, | 
and W with great benefit. - e 
| 1 We” NS. "Ya 
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Tux acid which J uſed was the common nitrous acid 
| of the ſhops. | 
Tux caſes have all been bn 1 myſelf and my 
aan Mr. Bruce, and have occaſionally been ſeen by- 
Mr. Woodthorpe, garriſon ſurgeon of this iſland. \ 
Tux permanency of the cure, in moſt of the Ne 
cannot at this time be doubted ; but ſhould at any future 
period any thing appear in any of them, you may be 
aſſyred I will not fail to ſend you an account of it; as 
well as of ſome other caſes, which at preſent I have un 


der the nitric acid. | 
James M*GrrGor, 


— 


LETTER FROM DR. CARMICHAEL, 


DAR SIR, 


SOON after I heard of Mr. R report of the r 
of nitrous acid oyer the lues venerea, I began to pre- 
ſcribe it in various ſtages of that diſeaſe; and although 
J have in no inſtance been able to effect a cure, I have 

more or leſs perſiſted i in this practice, To this I have 

been induced by the attention which has been. called ta 
this ſubject, by the numerous caſes laid before the public, 
where this new medicine is reported generally to have. 
proved a ſpeedy, fafe, and effectual remedy, I have 
' ſometimes ordered the nitric, ſometimes the nitrous acid, 
generally from the ſpecific gravity of 1. 550 to I. ooo; but 

in their effects J have not been able to diſtinguiſh any dif- 
ference. In one caſe I preſcribed the hyperoxygenated 
muriate of potaſh, in compliance with the recommenda- 
tions which have been given of it ; but the reſult of that 
rria Was not ſuch as to me" me ta give it to others, 
even 
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( 121) 
even if I could have prepared it with leſs trouble or riſk 
to myſelf. Thoſe to whom I have given the acid have 
obſerved, that its uſe was attended by a ſenſation of 


warmth at the ſtomach, an improvement of the appetite, 
and, in general, an-increaſed ſecretion of urine. 


ALTHOUGH my attempts to cure venereal complaints 
by nitric or nitrous acids have not been attended with 
that ſucceſs, which the reports of others led me to expect, 
J am nevertheleſs ready to admit, that this new remedy is 
not altogether deſtitute of powers in ſuch caſes. Of 
what thoſe powers are J ſhall ſtate to you the following. 


reports; and T hope the unprejudiced will admit the 


trials to have been ſufficient. 


Tux diluting medium, which I ow directed, has 
been either water alone, or water gruel, which I recom- 
mended with the intention of more accurately aſcer- 
taining the effects of a new medicine. In moſt of the 
caſes, where ſucceſs is reported to have attended the uſe 


of the acid, conſiderable quantities of ſugar have been 


given, by way of rendering the medicine more palatable; 
but it is not improbable, that this addition may be of 
more conſequence than has hitherto been ſuſpected. The 
reports of Dr. Geach, and Mr. Hammick, when compared 
with mine, confirm this ſuſpicion. Thoſe gentlemen 
and myſelf have given the acid in nearly equal quan- 
tities ; they have added larger portions * of ſyrup ; I have 
diluted with water, or water gruel only: they have fel- 
dom failed to cure the diſeaſe, while in no one 9 
have I ſucceeded. > | | 


From a to twelve ounces of ſimple ſyrup daily, which 


of pure ſugar is equal to from five ounces and a half to half 


a pound, 
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Arcier wade of the e diſeaſe n came 
under my notice. In thoſe which follow, the con- 
ſtitutions of my patients were affected. In one inſtance 
excepted, the primary diſeaſe had yielded to mercury; 
but the quantity given proving inſufficient to eradicate 
the infection, the throat, . and bones had become 
ed. | 


Oh Tk "5 2 
In BY excepted caſe, a poor female had laboured 
under ſyphilis for five years, without uſing any remedy. 


| She was reduced to the utmoſt diſtreſs. The genitalia 


were in one continued ulcer, and the, ſkin was covered 
with ſcabs, which, in ſome places falling off, left beneath 


-foul ulcerations. She was much emaciated. Her ap- 
petite and ſtrength were greatly impaired, and pains of 


the head and extremities deprived her of reſt. She took 


of the nitric acid, at firſt, Ziſs, and afterwards zii, pro- 
perly diluted, for ſix weeks; but her ſufferings were in 
no reſpect mitigated. It was therefore omitted; and ſhe 
took of oxygenated muriate of potaſh, from 5; vſs to 3 vj, 


beginning with doſes of five grains, four times a day, 
which were ſoon increaſed to a ſcruple at the ſame in- 
tervals. From this remedy ſhe did not experience 
more relief ; but as her appetite and general health were 
fomewhat recruited by reft. and a more generous diet, I 


determined to make a further trial of oxymuriated 


kali *; and for this purpoſe I propoſed a ſolution of pot- 


| aſh, impregnated _ ſtrong preſſure, nearly to the 


. pe J 


* In the common way of preparing this alt, a very ſmall _ 


| quantity of cryſtals is obtained; but where ſtrong preſſure is 


nfed, the whole, or nearly the whole, of the poſh may be 
oxygenated or n F 


point 


( m3 ) 


point of cryſtallization, with the fumes of oxygenated 


muriatic acid; and of this exceſſively volatile and un- 
palatable liquor ſhe took Zij daily, for three weeks, but 
without deriving from its uſe any of thoſe good effects 
which report had ſo loudly extolled. Hopes of cure by 
this method were now abandoned, and the diſcaſe ſoon 
8 to e friction. * 


Tis dn; a which 1 mall Be wal whe" 


another female, who had ulcerated throat, and con- 


ſiderable degree of inflammation of the tunica conjunRiva 
of both eyes ſpreading upon the cornea. The upper 
cluſter of glands. of the left groin was conſiderably en- 
larged, and ſhe had a flight diſcharge from the vagina. 
The inguinal induration was evidently the produce of 
fatigue from walking, a day or two previous to my ſee- 


ing her, and entirely fubſided in a few days after; 


but her other ſymptoms were permanent. She took of 


the nitric acid Ziſs, diluted with water gruel, and perſe- 


vered i in its uſe for ſix weeks; but her throat had not. 

altered in appearance, and her ophthalmia had evidently 

gained ground. The acid was therefore laid ade, and 
mercu rial friction ſoon effected a cure. 


Sar, AH KEELING, when ſhe applied for relief at the 
Birmingham General Hoſpital, had her tonſils ex- 
tenſively ulcerated, her ſhoulders and face occupied by a 


copious eruption, and on each tibia a very painful en- 


largement. Five months had elapſed ſince the origin 
of her complaints, and ſhe had taken no mercury, The 


nitric acid was directed in doſes of ten drops, fix times 2 ; 
day, diluted with water gruel, and ſoon increaſed to 


double that quantity. At the end of three weeks, the 


Ne of the 9 * ſhe applied to be 
z — 
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admitted into the Houſe. On the rt night after ad- 
miſſion, and on that only, ſhe rubbed about Zi of mer- 
curial ointment upon the inſide of her thigh; but on the 
day thereafter, ſhe recommenced the uſe of the acid, and 
perſevered for three months, and for a conſiderable part of 


that time, took Ziij, daily. Her ſore throat, eruption, 


and ulcerated tibiz, were now healed ; but pains. of her 
head, ſhoulders, and legs, which originated during the 
Uſe of the acid, gave her much uneaſineſs. She remained 


in the Houſe three weeks longer, taking the acid, with- 


out any alleviation of her pains, when ſhe was made an 


out-patient, and took Peruvian bark and falt of ſteel, but 


without benefit. Mercury was at laſt had recourſe to, 


and her pains were removed, and her health re- 


| * 


8 : | 
eue when he applied to me for re- 
lief, had the back part of his throat and tonſils exten- 
fively ulcerated, and complained of excruciating pains, 
which affected his head, ſhoulders, and extremities. He 


informed me, that his throat had been ſore for, ſix weeks, 


but that, two months previous to his preſent complaints, 
he had had a ſmall ſore on the prepuce, which had ſoon 
yielded to the means which had been employed, For 
his preſent complaints he had taken no medicines, © 

I directed him to take fifteen drops of nitrous acid, in 
half a pint of water gruel, four times a day, which was 
augmented to a hundred and twenty, and ſoon there. 
after to a hundred and eighty drops in the ſame time, 
At the end of fix weeks, the ſores of his throat looked 


cleaner, and in ſize were ſomewhat contracted; but his 
pains were not alleviated; and although he perſevered 


for a month longer, his ulcerations were but little re- 


er, and his pains were * diſtreſſing. After ſuch 


a trial 
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a trial, I could not perſiſt longer i in a a plan, which held | 


out ſuch proſpects. 


| WIIIIAN VaIE had extenſive ee of the 
tonſils, and back of the throat, and a copious eruption, 
occupying eſpecially the face, ſhoulders, breaſt, and 
arms. Theſe ſymptoms had appeared fix weeks pre- 
vious to his application to me; but he had uſed no means 
for their removal. As in the laſt caſe, he took firſt ſixty, 
then a hundred and twenty, and at laſt a hundred and 


eighty drops of nitrous acid, diluted ſufficiently with 


water gruel, in the ſpace of twenty-four hours. Aſter 
eight weeks perſeverance, the back of the throat was 
_ conſiderably better; but the tonſils, ſtill ulcerated, had 


contracted a knotty, icregular, callous appearance; and 


the eruption, with ſome trifling variation, continued as 
when I firſt ſaw him. He continued the ſame plan for 
three weeks longer, without further perceptible ad- 
vantage, when I recommended to him to uſe mercury. 
I ſaw no more of my patient for three months, when he 
applied at the Hoſpital to be cured of what ke imagined 
to be rheumatiſm. His throat was better than when I 
| laſt examined it, and his eruption was leſs copious ; but 

pains of his head, arms, and legs, which he had had for 
two months, were become ſo diſtrefling, as to demand all 
his attention. He had not uſed any mercury, as had 
been directed. I had no inducement to try the acid 


further in this caſe; he was therefore directed mer - 


curial frictions, and was rapidly recovering, when it was 


found neceflary to diſcharge him from the Houſe, on ac- 


count of repeated irregularities. I remain, 
Dear Sir, xs | 


Your's bncexely 2 


Bites roth Fuly, 1798, J. CARMICHABL. 


To Dr. BE DDOEs. 
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7 H E Eprrux, FM 33 Mr Hance % 
try ointment of oxygenated muriate, received from bine, | 
in conſequence, the following memorundumn © 


WITH regard to the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, as 
an antiſyphilitic by way of inunction, I can ſay nothing 
- favourable, having tried it in three caſes, with primary 
1 ymptoms of that diſorder, without ſucceſs. In each of 


"theſe caſes, the patients rubbed in two drachms of the 


muriate, mixed with equal parts-of hogs-lard, on their 
thighs, for more than thirty nights ſucceſfively, without 
producing any amendment. In fact, under this treat- 
ment, their diſorders evidently gained ground; and they 


complained that the potaſh made their thighs very ſore, 


and that much of the ſalt remained on them after the 
 axunge had diſappeared. 


E — — | | * 9 ; * f | 
Tf Caſes of lues venerea, treated with the nitrous acid, 
- by Mr. Charles Brown, an wee; in a @ letter te Thomas 
Beddoes, EE” N 
DE AR SIR, | 
1 po myfelf the honour, in compliance with your 


” ; 


- requeſt of the 18th inſtant, of ſending you the detail of 


three caſes of lues venexea, which were treated with 
the nitrous acid ; two of them cured, the other much 
relieved. 

NoTwI1THSTANDING many 8 caſes have 
appeared in a recent publication, yet I hope to ſee this 


new remedy, in our future enquiries, retain that cele- 
brity to which it is juſtly entitled. I am well aware of 
de number of inlets to fraud and deception, in all that 


comes 


— 


„„ „ „ 
comes. under the head of project in medicine, to be - 
too ready to give my aſſent to new remedies, which are 
too often haſtily. conſigned to oblivion, before ſufficient. 
time has been allowed to eſtabliſh their repute. 

Ir is to your unremitted attention, ſo conſpicuous on 
all occaſions, where the object is to reſtore health, aided 
by a Blair, and other ſuch congenial characters, that this 
antiſyphilitic has been reſcued from premature negle&t; 
and though it might have failed in many inſtances (per- 
haps more from inattention on the part of the practitioner, 
than from a want of power inherent in the medicine 
to overcome the diſeaſe); yet all agree in theſe points, 
that it mends the appetite, firengthens the pms: and 
e EI: e end . 


Pg 


| CASE T. 


T; G: had W under 2 venereal infetion five 
weeks when he applied to me.—On each fide of the 
frænulum penis was an ulcer, very ragged, and extremely 
painful. The glans penis was excoriated all over; and 
there was a large diſcharge, extremely fœtid, from 
behind the prepuce. The tonſils were ulcerated; he 
8 had copper- coloured eruptions all over his body, but 
more particularly in his face. He aſſured me, he had 
taken no medicines whatever; and I have every reaſon 
to believe he ſpoke the truth. I began with acidi nitroſt | 
Ziſs in a quart of water, which I directed him to drin 
ad libitum quotidie. At the expiration of twelve days, 
he was much better in every reſpect. His pains were 
mitigated, his appetite was ſharp, and his ſpirits, which 
before were much depreſſed owing to his fituation, 
became exhilerated. He urged me to give him a gargle 
for 5 throat; accordingly ] L ae him to uſe the fol- 

1 bovine | 
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lowing, R 1 muriat. gr. ifs. ſalis. amm. crud, gls 
aqua puræ 15 j. m. pro garg. ſæpe utend. On the 15th 
day, I increaſed the doſe of the acid to 31j. This quan- 
tity he continued taking a fortnight longer, when he was 
perfectly well. The ulcers healed rapidly, and the diſ- 
charge diminiſhed every day. No particular regimen 
was obſerved. He went into the warm bath every 
other morning, which I think accelerated the operation 
of the acid. It is worthy of remark, that this man, pre- 
- vious to the infection, laboured under dyſpepſia and 
cardialgia; but theſe ſymptoms went off as the others 


abated. # 


n, 
Mary Gowan put herſelf under my care, January 
the 22d, 1798. Her ſymptoms were as follow : She had 
a bubo, almoſt ready to burſt, in her left groin. The 
velum pendulum palati was quite eaten away, and the 
_ tonſils much ulcerated. She had two large chancres on 
the left labium Pudende, with dreadful nocturnal pains, 
chiefly confined to the calves of her legs. There was a 
copious diſcharge from the urethra. I began with giving 
her 3y. acidi nitroſi, daily. After twelve days, as the 
amendment was but ſlow, I augmented the doſe to ziiſs, 
without its affecting her bowels : this quantity ſhe con- 
tinued taking daily, till the 28th of February, when ſhe 
was quite free from all ſymptoms. Under the e ate 
PO, the contents of the bubo were abſorbed. 
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CASE III. * 


| PHY W. P. applies to me, 81 — He find 
two very deep and extenſive venereal ulcers behind the. 


n wich * * hardened edges. A great 
g 5 ET diſcharge 


* * . | 
. : 
\ * 
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| Achat from the n and a a in the back 
part of his head, which at intervals drove him almoſt to 


diſſtraction. He had a node on his left leg, and an in- 


cipient bubo in his right groin. After taking of the 
| nitrous acid 3ij. per diem, for three weeks, he found na 
amendment. His bowels were much griped, and he was 
frequently ſick at the ſtomach. /I was willing to give the 
acid a fair trial, and accordingly requeſted of him to con- 
tinue it a fortnight longer, which he did, but with little 
or no alteration, excepting that the bubo difappeared. 
directed him to inhale twenty quarts of oxygene 2, 
moderately diluted, daily, which he did for twelve days, 
when the enemy ſhewed a diſpoſition to remove. The 
acid was accordingly exhibited again, and the vital air 
given at the ſame time; ad, in leſs than 2 wn. 
he was quite well. | 
 _ WrrnovT making any more obſervations at pretent; 
than that I am fully convinced the inhalation of oxygene 
gas accelerates the W _ of n. and the 


1 acids, * 
11 remain, sir, 


Vour very much obliged © 
humble ſervant, 


No. 9, Ely-Place, Hollies. | 5 n bow. 5 


| : To Dr. Brvpors. x 
Px 8, regel 57 on, 905. 
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my experience of its effects in lues is not ſo extenſive, or 
ſo uniform, as to enable me to ſpeak with confidence on 
” ſubject, where accurate concluſions appear to be ſo 

difficult. Nevertheleſs, ſince you defire it, I will give 
5 * a ſhort account of what I have obſerved. 

I BEGAN to uſe the nitric acid in lues, at our Hoſpital, | 
10 85 beginning of 1797. In the two firſt caſes, there 
Were ulcerations on the penis, and open buboes in the 
groin, but no decided evidence of the ſyſtem being 
affected; and the diſeaſe was in each caſe of leſs than 
three months ſtanding. In the third, the diſeaſe had 
2 been in the habit upwards' of a year; the ſurface was 
covered with venereal eruptions ;. the throat had been 
affected, and the glands of the neck, on each ſide, had 
been indurated, and were in a ſtate of open ulceration.— 
The patient had undergone a courſe of mercury in the 
Hoſpital ; but, after puſhing it as far as her ſyſtem would 
bear, ſhe had. been diſcharged, about ſix weeks before, 
. with little or no amendment in her ſymptoms. The 
laſt ſix weeks, ſhe had been in the country, on a milk 
diet, and her health was ſomewhat recruited. I paid 
much attention to theſe three caſes, and have minutes by 
me reſpecting them; of e extent. The two 
heſt were males. | 
Ec of the men took a pint of water daily, gratefully 
acidulated with the nitric acid; a drachm being at firſt 
uſed in each pint, and aſterwards a drachm and a half; 
but this laſt proportion appearing to affect the bowels by 
; griping, the original proportion was returned to, and the 
Patients took a pint and a half of the acidulated water 
daily; 1. e. a drachm and half of the acid, as already 

mentioned. In the caſe of the femble, we never ex- 
; Eceded a  drachm, ber * being very irritable. 9 
| Is 
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In five ** every ſymptom of diſeaſe in the two 


men was gone; and I preſented them to the Board, as 
remarkable inſtances of lues being cured without the uſe 


of mercury. They attended at my houſe weekly, for 


| ſome time; but, being ſailors, they went afterwards to 
ſea, and I have never heard of them fince..” _ 

in the female, the ſame happy progteſs continued for 
nearly a month; the eruption on the ſxin diminiſhed, 
the nocturnal pains in the head and limbs went off, and 
the ulcerations in the neck aſſumed a healing appearance; 
her general health, alſo, improved rapidly. But at this 


period, her progreſs towards a cure ſtopped; and 


though we perſiſted in the acid ſome time, it did not re- 


commence. It was therefore, at the end of ſeven weeks, : 


abandoned, and recourſe had again to mercury, but in 


ſmall doſes, gradually increaſing them, however, til} 
ptyaliſm commenced: At firſt, there were indications of 


benefit from this new courſe of mercury; but theſe _ 
ſpeedily failed; and her general health ſuffering ſeverely, 
we were once more compelled to abandon it; the 
ulcerations in the neck having, during its uſe, evidently 


ſpread and become more morbid. The nitric acid was 


had recourſe to, as before. During this ſecond courſe of 
the acid, her health again improved, and the venereal 
ſymptoms again appeared to give way. But, after a few 
weeks, theſe favourable. indications failed us; we aban- 


doned the acid, and reſorted; to mercury once more. . 


It would be tedious to particularize farther. Wich the 
mercury, ſarſaparilla, and mezereon, and opium, were 


ſucceſſively combined; but in vain. Her health giving 
way, the ſores enlarged, and once more we returned to 


the acid. At length we combined the acid with mer- 
cury, in what are called alterant doſes, and with evi- 


dent benefit. At the end' of ei ight months, however, 


* 


N 1 bs the 


— 


v - 


(my 


the: lderations continued, though much diminiſhed. De- 
ſpairing of any farther benefit from theſe combined powers, 
we abandoned them altogether, and after a proper inter- 
yal, put the patient on a courſe of the mineral ſolution 
of De Valengin, (from which, in obſtinate venereal af- 
fections, I had before ſeen extraordinary effects) and 
during this courſe: the ulcerations ſpeedily healed, and 
the cure of the patient became complete, the treatment 
| having: occupied a ſpace of upwards of ten months. In 
bbſtinate caſes: of this kind, it is uſual to ſuppoſe, that 
ſome ſcrofulonus or other taint has conidiged with the 


venereal virus, and this may have been the fact in the 


preſent inſtance; the reſult will, however, afford en- 
oouragement in fimilar ſituations. 5 
THE, encouragement, ariſing from the a caſes juſt 
mentioned, led me. to try the nitrio acid in a variety of 
other caſes. In ſome of theſe, my ſucceſs: has apparently 
been complete; in others, there has been evident benefit 
without a perfect cure; and in others, it has ſeemed to 
fail entirely. It is not a little curious, that in ſome of 
the caſes in which I have ſucceeded, the ſymptoms were 
what are called ſecondary, and the diſeaſe in its moſt 
rooted and obſtinate ſtate. One of my patients; whoſe 
name is Elkins, has drawn out his own: caſe, the parti- 
eulars of which are ſhortly theſe :—About four years ago 
he was affected by lues, with the uſual ſymptoms, for 
which he underwent a courſe: of mercury, and was fup- 


poſed cured, In about nine months afterwards, how- 


ever, the diſeaſe appeared in his- throat, and in obſtinate 
pains in his head, &c. He was again ſalivated, and with 

ſimilar good effects. Twelve months after this, having 
been for a conſiderable time fubject to what was ſuppoſed 
to be rheumatiſm, the diſeaſe appeared again, and refiſted 
* nnn and eau of mercury, under a 


practitioner 


_— 
* 
— —— —— 
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practitioner here, of the firſt eminence. He was at length 


obliged to abandon it, having been reduced to a ſtate of 


extreme weakneſs. About three months after this, he 


Was admitted a patient into our hoſpital, and under my 


care. At this time he had a thickening of the pericra- 
nium in two different places, the moſt ſevere pains, eſpe- 


cially in the night, in the bones of his head, arms, and 


legs, and a large increaſing node on the right tibia. All 
his ſymptoms were at this time increaſing; and having 
taken ſo much mereury in vain, he was in Wer of ex- 


treme deſpondence and depreſſion. "3 


We preſcribed the nitric acid, and his fufferings abated 


from the third day; and being continued, the thickening 


of the pericranium and the node of the tibia entirely diſ- 
appeared, with all his other ſymptoms, He took the 


nitric acid, in all, to the quantity of eight ounces in eight 
_ gallons of water, which he drank in fixty days. 9 

ELK1Ns has been nearly a year diſcharged, and has 
never had any return of his complaints. This caſe has 
made ſome noiſe, and I have endeavoured to attract the 
attention of ſeveral of my brethren to it, as deciſive of 

the influence of the acid in this deſtructi ve diſeaſe. 


On the other hand, there are a ſtill more conſiderable 


number of caſes, in which the acid has entirely failed me, 
or produced only partial benefit; and at preferit, though TI 


always order it internally, with mercurial inunQiofls on 


the ſkin, I do not truſt the cure to it alone in the f 
inſtance. Combined with mercury in this way, the con- 


ſtitution ſeems to ſupport the action of the metal better, 


and the cure to be accompliſhed more ſafely and more 
ſpeedily, In ſeveral inſtances where, after a courſe of the 


nitric acid, it has been thought adviſeable to have recourſe. 
to mercury, a very ſmall quantity of the ointment (in 


nee has produced complete pty- 
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aliſm. This has occurred ſo frequently, that I do not 


think the conjunction accidental. 
Tat nitric acid has never been puſhed by me to the 
extent, in which it has been uſed by others; in many of the 


caſes, in which it has apparently failed, I cannot pretend 


to fay, that it would not have ſucceeded, if puſhed to a 
greater length; but! have not thought it proper to carry 


it to any extent injurious to the ſtomach or bowels, while 
the ſalutary effects of mercurial inunction remained untried. 


In the quantities in which I have preſcribed it, it has 
been uniformly ſalutary to the conſtitution, i in this reſpect 


its action contraſting very happily with that of mercury. 
In the caſes in which it has apparently ſucceeded (in my 
hands) in the cure df lues, I have not known a relapſe- 
to take place; but as the patients have been chiefly ſea- 


 faring perſons, it is not in my: Power to trace their hiſ- 


tory ſubſequent to our parting. In one caſe of the pri- 
mary diſeaſe, in the hoſpital of the 20th regiment, the 
aſſiſtant ſurgeon, who thought it had effected a complete 
cure, found the diſeaſe break out in the throat, at the 
diſtance of four ig] and finally renidved it by mer- 
. ; 

IT nave expexictice of the effects of the nitric acid in 
complaints of the ſtomach, hypochondriaſis, aſthma, and 
ſome other diſeaſes, as well as in hepatitis; but as your 
enquiries are directed to its agency in a ſingle diſeaſe— 


lues] forbear to enter on other points. 


Bur you will aſk whether I can mark, by any «partl- 
cular effects, the circumſtances attending its ſalutary 
operation in lues?—I think I can. In the caſes in which 


it ſucceeded, it ently e 82 . in you _ 


lowing reſpects . 
THE gums were wh affeQed with db 45d 


daes, and the en of the ſalivary glands 1 


8 


„ 
This affeklion may indeed be conſidered as ent on 


its local action; for it took place in one caſe, where, for 


the ſake of the experiment, the acid was taken into the 


mouth, but not ſwallowed. This ftate of the gums, &c, 
was not attended by fœtor, as during the action of mer- 
cury, neither did it increaſe as the acid was continued, 
but in a little while diſappeared. This affection of the 
gums. 2nd falivary glands did not always appear in * 
caſes where the acid failed. | 

2. In every caſe in which it ſucceeded or IT be- 
neficially, there was a conſiderable increaſe of urine, and 
this diſcharge became turbid ; ſometimes of a whitiſh and 
ſometimes of a browniſh hue ; it amounted to about eight 
pounds in the twenty-four hours. But the diſcharge of 
urine did not go on increaſing under the continued uſe of 
the acid; on the contrary, it ceaſed like the increaſed 
diſcharge of ſaliva. The affection of the kidneys ſeemed 
to precede the affection of the ſalivary glands ; but both 

the one and the other occurred by tHE fifth day at lateſt. 
3. Tux patients had their appetites improved, 1 = 
felt a greater alacrity of ſpirits. 

4. In all of them the pulſe was rendered more "ay | 
quent, and the animal heat towards evening increaſed 
from one to two degrees, panels the night was gene- 
rally carried off by more or leſs of ſenſible perſpiration. . 

I THINK that theſe ſymptoms have not appeared at all, 
or not in N where the acid has ſeemed to be 
inert. 158 

Bor I wiſh to peak with the diffidence having my 
imperfect experience; and 1 "would not willingly have 
ſpoken at all in this ſtage of the enquiry, had not there 
appeared a danger of the attention of medical men being 
wholly withdrawn from the inveſtigation of a ſuhject, 
Which, though difficult, ſeems to me not only curious in 
„„ — „ 
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itſelf, but kkely to produce important conſequences to 
the healing art. To aſſiſt in preventing this, I am wil- 
ling to offer a teſtimony, which is certainly imperfect, 
and which in ſome Ie may el k be found er- 


| roneous. 


You are welcome to make what uſe of it you pleaſe. 
Lam, dear vir, Eb 
of Your's, with much eſteem, 


3; CuRRIE. 


Caſe communicated 17 Aue. Wilmer, Surgeon, of Shown. 


Jamts 1 commaied e at Chriſtmas, 
1790. Soon after a chancre appeared on the penis. He 
rubbed in ung. hydrargyri more than two months, which 
affected his mouth. During this proceſs the chancre 


healed ; but ſoon afterwards a large ulcer was formed 


under the penis, and ſeveral others on different parts of 
his . 

ArRIIL foth, 1798, having been diſeaſed nearly two 
years, and much emaciated, he was admitted a patient in 
the Coventry General Diſpenſary. At this time, both 
his ſhoulders were covered with ulcers more than four 
inches in diameter. The 8 from them web _y 
putrid. : 

R acidi nitroſi Zi. aquæ pur; (bij. m. bibat as. 

Tux ſores were dreſſed with the following lot i ion = 
N zinc vitriol. gi. ceruſ. acetat. 3i. aquæ ibi. m. 

16th. GENERAL health much improved, appetite bet- 
ter, the ſores leſs painful, and the edges diſpoſed to heal- 
Nitrous acid continued in the ſame doſe, | 


| 6 | 
20th; Tre acid increaſed to two drachms, the procefs 


of healing appearing to have been nn * laſt two 


or three days. 
Fon this time he mended EN af 5 on the nine- 


teenth of June he was diſmiſſed, cured. 


Another Communication from Mr. WII MER. 


nn. © . Coventry, Sept. 21, 1798. 
THE circumſtances of the following caſe will be beſt 
made known, by tranſmitting to you the very accurate 
journal of the patient, previous to Tm time he came un- 
der my care. 
I am, Sir, : 
Your very obedient ſervant, 
0 | BRADFORD Wilms.” | 
To Dr. Beddoes, 5 n 
Patient's. Journal. 


« FIFTEEN days after having had a ſuſpicious con- 
ce nection, I perceived an excoriation at the bottom of 
ce the frenum, and two ſmall. chancres on the prepuce. 
<« Mr. Cam applied to them a mercurial dreſſing. The 
cc next day a ſmall boil aroſe on the inſide of the prepuce, 
cc which ſoon burſt, and flattened into a large fore. To 
ce theſe was now applied the aqua phagedznica. I took, 
« as directed, a mercurial pill every night and morning, 


« The chancres now appeared very virulent, and the | 


<« Jargerulcer not at all mended ; the pills purged me; but 
e my general health was not materially affected. The 


. 0 were now changed for the ſolution of ſublimate, 
I "OM 9 


cc: 
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which 1 continued the ſame length of time, with a de- 
coction of bark. From this medicine I did not per- 
ceive any viſible effect. The chaneres ſtill continuing 


virulent, Mr. Cam fumigated them with cinnabar. 
This treatment increaſed the irritation ſo much, that a 


phygoſis was the conſequence. Having now given 


the ſublimate ſolution a ſufficient trial, friction with 


mercurial ointment was recommended, hand I rubbed 


in a drachm every night. In about a week after be- 


ginning with the friction, the upper chancres were 


evidently much mended, and my conſtitution materially 
affected by the mercury. The chancres did not con- 
tinue to mend the ſecond week, although I rubbed in 
night and morning a drachm each time. This pro- 
duced great weakneſs, faintneſs, and ſickneſs, For 


ſome time I had perceived a tenderneſs upon touching 


the glands in the groin, and on the right fide a ſwelling 
began. At the end of the ſecond week of rubbing in, 


the mercury fell upon my bowels; but notwithſtanding 


this circumſtance, I continued the application of the 
ointment as before, the ſwelling in the groin ſome- 


times appearing to. increaſe, ſometimes to diminiſh. 
A ſurgeon of the Romney fencibles being now at He- 
reford, his opinion was taken. He conſidered the 


ſwelling as occaſioned by the irritation of rubbing in 


the mercury, and under the idea, that the medicine had 
. ceaſed to act on the venereal virus, recommended warm 
| bathing, and ſome purtiſtives, for a week. As no ma- 
terlal alteration took place at the end of that time, by 
deſire of both the gentlemen who now. attended me, I 


returned to the frictions, and took a pill of caloniel at 


night. The pill ſo affected my ſtomach the following 
morning, that I took no more, and continued the fric- 
tion only for a ne tune ws when it again fel! 
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very pretdly- upon my bowels, and for that reaſon; 


« joined to Mr. Cam's opinion that the bubo would not * 


diſperſe, I dropped it. In a few days after leaving off 


« the friction, Mr. Cam judged the bubo ſufficiently 


cc 
Is 


cc 
cc 
60 


ripe, and he opened it with a lancet. It contained a 
good deal of a yellowiſh matter. No mercury was 


taken for three weeks after this, during which time 
the chancres perfectly healed. At this time I had a 
very painful ulcerated ſore throat, which got well 
without any mercurial remedy, and was therefore ſup- 
poſed not to be venereal. The edges of the bubo ſoon 
became very ragged, and in. ſome parts much ſwelled. 

Mr. Cam now thought the calcined mercury, mixed. 

with opium, might probably agree with me better than 


friction, which always fo much affected my bowels. ' 


Accordingly, I took a pill night and morning for about 
nine days; this alſo very ſeverely attacked my bowels. 


During this courſe there happened a ſecond ſuppura- 


tion, about half an inch from the upper edge of the 


| Bubo, Confinement, &c. having now reduced me very 


much, my friends defired I would call in Doctor 
Campbell. He declared his hopes, that no more mer- 
cury would be neceſſary; and ſeemed to think, that 
ſtrength: of - conſtitution only was wanted to heal the 
wound. In purſuance of his advice, I got into an 
airy ſituation, and in about a fortnight, or little more, 


* my general health being much improved, two new al- 


cers, which now remain, made their appearance. Dr. 
Campbell now recommended, if Mr. Cam conſidered 


*<. theſe as venereal, to have recourſe again to friction. 


But mercury, in whatever way it was applied, having 
ſo conſtantly affected my TY Mr. Gam n me 
to 1 the nitric Oe” x: 
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« Tun acid was tried for hs weeks; in which time 


the ſores certainly improved, _ not in a way to 


promiſe a ſpeedy cure. | 
« DURING this proceſs, the carrot elde was applied 


to the ulcers. Mr. Ruſſel, of Worceſter, was now 


conſulted. He adviſed me to diſcontinue the uſe of the 


acid; he directed an alterative electuary, mercurial 
dreſſings for the ſores, and Goulard's extract to the 
bubo, for the purpoſe of drying them up. This plan 


was purſued a fortnight, when, finding myſelf much 


worle, I determined to place myſelf under Mr. Ruſſel's 


immediate care, and for that 1 went to . 


ceſter. 

« ARRIVED at Worceſter, I took a 8 pill, pre- 
pared with crude mercury, night and morning, an 
rubbed in two drachms of ſtrong mercurial ointment 
three evenings, without any material amendment; then 


took the ſolution of ſublimate, but finding my ſtomach 


very materially affected, left it off. I continued eleven 
days without any mercurial medicine, and in this in- 
terval ſome ſinuſes, connected with the bubo, were 
opened by Mr. Sandiford, whom Mr. Ruſſel brought 
with him for that purpoſe. I drank daily a quart bottle 
of dedoction of mezereon, guaiacum, and ſarſaparilla. 


The ſores now appearing worſe, I again had recourſe 


to mercurial ointment, and during eight ſuceeſſi ve 


evenings I rubbed in a drachm. The ſores now ap- 
peared conſiderably better; my mouth became ſore ; 
but my bowels were again ſo much affected, that I 


was obliged, on the ninth evening, to deſiſt from the 
I reſumed it, however, the night follow- 


continued: a day o or ea improving, Yin in 105 than a 


100 week 


2 80 9 — 1 3 


( 141) 


« week relapſed. The night after leaving off mercury, 
<« I began again with the nitric acid. In the firſt week I 
<« took nine drachms, diluted with ſyrup and water. 
The ſores became viſibly mended. - In the next week 
I took ſeven drachms; having in that time a violent 
ce head-ach, it was thought adviſeable to leſſen the doſe. 


„ The ulcers and lower edge of the bubo continued 


c mending lowly, but the upper edge ulcerated again with 
additional virulence. The third week, I took a drachm 
<« and a half of the acid each day; the virulence ſeemed 
ce to increaſe; and the ſores in general put on à worſe 
« appearance. I continued the acid one day longer; but 
<« finding every thing worſe, left it off entirely. The 
« day after this, I began with the extract of hemlock, 
e and the bark, which I continued five or ſix days; but 
<« found the ſores. ſo much- worſe, and the pain ſo much 
« increaſed, that I was obliged again to have recourſe to 
% -mercyry, and rubbed in, that and the four following 
cc evenings, half a drachm of the ſtrong ointment; Find- 


e ing the ſores not mended,and the pain but little abated;;Þ 
* increaſed the ointment to a drachm the three following 


“ nights, when I was attacked with conſiderable griping 
« and violent ſickneſs, the ſores ftill not improved, and 
c my mouth not affected with the mercury. I continued 
« the friction half a drach per diem, for ſix days longer, 


c without finding myſelf materially affected. The ſe- 
<« venth day I rubbed-in a drachm; the pain ſtill continu- 


<« ing undiminiſhed, and the ſores appearing worſe, left 
<« off the mercury, and began an antiſcorbutie diet, infu- 
« fion of malt, &. Finding this purge, I left it off, 
and continued without medicine for the next ten days, 
« when the ſores getting worle, 1 left n and 
« came to Coventry,” | 


— 


— 


- 
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. M. . continuat ion. 


3 1 firſt 3 the patient, he appeared of a fallow 
e Aon, with a pulſe quicker than natural. In the 
right groin was a large phagedenic buho, in a ſpreading 
fate. Its edges were ſwollen, indurated, and of a purple 


volour, in ſome parts undermined. The ſurface was 
either in a floughy ſtate, or raiſed up by unhealthy granu- 


lations; ſome of which were ulcerating at the top, and 


ſoon became ſloughy in their turn. Another deep ulcer, 
of a round form, about an inch and a half in diameter, 


was ſituated oppoſite the ſymphyſis of the offa pubis.— 
This had a more malignant appearance than the other: 
both diſcharged a conſiderable quantity of ſanious mat- 

ter, of an offenſive ſmell, and were attended with ſo 


much pain, that his nights were generally paſt without 


ſleep. Mercury and the nitrous acid had at different 
times been uſeful in the caſe; but, on account of the 
effects of the former on the bowels, it could never be 
continued long enough to ſubdue the diſeaſe. The uſe 
of the acid had been given up without any very ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons. When the patient left off both, and 
tried the effects of country air, the bark, reſtoratives, &c. 
his health ene e Hf nw” . the n 
baden ground. ; 5 

Uro Wen tis counts of this ne it was 


3 eaſy to decide upon what was proper to be done, and 


there remained only a choice of difficulties. It appeared 
evident, however, that unleſs mercury or the nitrous acid 


i could be puſhed to a much greater extent than they had yy | 


hitherto been, very little chance of ſucceſs remained.— 
I determined to begin with mercury. + Before the uſe of 


- this, as it was N the effects it had on the bowels 


'F 


aroſe ' 


( 30 3 
aroſe from a peculiar irritability of the nerves of as 
alimentary « canal, I propoſed to reduce them to a torpid 


ſtate by large doſes of opium. Accordingly, beginning 


with a grain, the doſe was gradually increaſed, till he 


took eight grains daily. When this e was plac 


he began the uſe of mercury. 


He; was ofdered to rub one drachm of PR mer- 
curial ointment into the legs, every night. This was 


continued fixteen days, when he had employed two 


THe: 


ounces of it. At this period, he was better in every. 


reſpect; the pain was leſs ; the ſurface of the ſores had 


aſſumed a healthy appearance; their indurated edges had 
ſoftened, and were in a healing ſtate; and the diameter 


of both ſofes was leſſened fo much, that if he could have 


proceeded with the remedy, no doubt of its ſucceſs re- 
mained. But it unfortunately happened, that the mer- 
cury now affected his bowels with more violence than 
ever. It produced, at the ſame time, ſickneſs, extreme 


debllity, irregular pulſe, a ſenſe of tightneſs acroſs the 


breaſt, gripings and teneſmus. Theſe ſymptoms con- 


tinued, though with diminiſhed violence, ſeveral days, 
during which time the ſores continued to mend as much 


as they did under the exhibition of mercury. But as 


ſoon as the bowels had recovered their proper action; and 


the bad effects of the remedy were removed, they began 
to ſpread again very rapidly. Small puſtules aroſe in the 


indurated parts of the margin of the ſores, which, break- 


ing at their apex, produced a ſmall ulcer, whoſe irregular 
edges, extending their dimenſions, ſoon united with 
others in their neighbourhood. * The pain and reſtleſſneſs 
continued, notwithſtanding the almoſt conſtant uſe of 


opium. I was of opinion, that if mercury could be intro- 


duced -into the ſyſtem without producing ſuch poiſonous 


Mects in the bowels, it would ſtill be our remedy. As 


it 


_ : 
2 / 
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it was poſſible it might be- returned into the inteſtines 
(according to the theory of the celebrated author of 
Zoonomia) by a retrograde action of the inteſtinal ab- 


- forbents, I recommended, that he ſhould go into another 
. courſe, rubbing into the arms only, the abſorbents from 
which have no direct communication with thoſe of the 


| bowels. 


AFTER an interval of twelve dic in which time 1 the 


opium was continued, joined to a decoction of farſa- 
parilla and bark, he began to rub into the arms one 


drachm of the ointment. This was continued eight ſuc- 


| ceſſive nights. The ſores were now becoming worſe, 


and the external uſe of mercury was changed for 


Plenck's mixture, one large ſpoonful of which was 
taken three times a day, nearly three weeks. At this 


time, the general appearance Mrhe ulcers was, on the 


whole, better; but they were evidently extended in 


fize., Friction was again had recourſe to, and continued 


eight days longer. During the time the patient was 


under my care, he had, at different times, rubbed in 
more than four ounces of ſtrong mercurial ointment, and 

| had taken more than three hundred grains of triturated 
mercury. Though at firſt he received ſo much benefit, 
the good effects were of ſhort continuance. His bowels 
were frequently much affected, his general health worſe, 


the ſores more extenſive and painful; that upon the 


pubes was much deeper, and its edges hard, cracked, and 


had an appearance nearly cancerous *. To check the 


i 


SS: local acrimony, the ſores had been carefully dreſſed twice 
a day; and various applications, ſuch as hemlock, char- 


A caſe of this kind, which proved fatal, is recorded in the 


Medical Tranſactions of the College, Vol. II. page 340. 


( 145 ). 


coal, n of Gublimate, 1 ſilver, Pun Ke. 
uſed without any perceptible benefit. 

On the iſt of March, the patient began wich nitrous 's 
acid, Taking firſt a drachm (by meaſure) of the .. 
ſtrongeſt which could be procured, the quantity was ſoon 
increaſed to a drachm and three quarters; and in this 
doſe it was continued five weeks; at the end of whieh 
time, the large ulcer was healed, and the other reduced 
to a ſmaller ſize, and much improved i in its appearance 
A nauſea being now felt, and à conſiderable ſtraightneſs 
acroſs the breaſt, attended with difficulty of breathing, 
the uſe of the acid was ſuſpended a few days. It was 
then reſumed, and continued nearly five weeks longer, 
without any of the inconveniencies before experienced. 
At the end of this time, a part of the ſore till remained 
_ unhealed, though it loſt its malignant complexion. No 
progreſs had been made during the laſt fortnight, al- 
though the nitrous acid was diligently continued. It 
was therefore left off, and a decoction of the bark ſub- 
ſtitutgd in its place. In three weeks after this, the * 
was completely healed. | | 

Dun ind the uſe of the acid, the appetite was mended, . 
and the ſecretion of urine much increaſed ;_ but the 
patient became much thinner than when he began it. 
The only application to the ulcers, whilſt he took the 
acid, was the pulp of boiled turnips, made into a cata- 
plaſm with linſeed meal. In a letter lately received 
from the patient, he ſays, © he now continues in good 
<< health, and the cicatrices me ME SPSS of re- 
600 © maining found.” = | a 


7 i é 
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THE E Aer 1 5 N with the 100 following 

* extracts of letters, which, though not deft gned for publica- 
tion, and frill leſs for a medical collection, he inſerts 

. with the gare pleaſure, in hopes that they may lead 
; t a trials i in ** * eſt Indies. . 


karager of a LzrrzR *— — "El, Br18ToL. 


„ Dir 8 55 May 14, 1798. 

IT HOPE, ere long, to have the pleaſure of informing 
you of the good effects of the nitrous and muriatic acids, 
in caſes of ſyphilis, and yaws, which have ſo long eluded 
the efficacy of mercurials, to the reproach of phyſic ; 
there are caſes under my care of the worſt kind, which I 

| have ſelected for the purpoſe of giving it a fair trial; and 
I am pleaſed to inform you they are all getting better, 
although they have only been taking it a fortnight. I 
have only to regret you did not ſend me a quantity. 
T have only two or three ounces, which is not enough 
for my preſent purpoſe ; I have ſome difficulty in pro- 
. curing it from St. Kitt's, as it is a medicine, the efficacy 
of which is not ſufficiently known in this part of the 
world. I ſhall pay every attention to it; and my next 
order for medicines from England will be compoſed 
en of the above acids. I have to obſerve, that 
it has not been adminiſtered, but where repeated pines 
of f mercuty had failed. | | 
| |  Your's 's incerely, 1 
e Axpw. M. COS. | 
— —, 2 257% ; 
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Burner 7 4 Sans from. Dr. — M.. 
Cxoss R, of the Iſland of NxvISs, 9 —— 2. 
0 Balis rox, dated 8 Jur v, 1798. 0 


THE nitrous acid is a valuable . in this = 


of the world. For your inforniation I ſhall give_one | 


cafe only « of i its good effects. | | 
A BOY, about twelve years old, on n your iN" named 


Wirr, was, about three months ago, attacked with an 
inflammation in one of his eyes, and with an ulcer in the 


foot. The complaint went on, every day getting worſe ; ; 
ſo much ſo, that I was induced to take away ſome blood. 
He was bliſtered and purged, ſea-water was adminiftered, 
local applications to the diſeaſed parts, alteratives, ſaliva- 
tions, and, in ſhort, every means were made uſe of, to 
prevent the loſs, of his eye, without the leaſt benefit; 
on the contrary, he continued every day worſe, inſo- 


much that he became ulcerated from his neck, over 


ſeveral parts of his body, down the. whole courſe of the 


extremities ; the ſores were as large as the palm of my 
hand, rather ſuperficial, diſcharging a thin, 'watery 


humour. Upon hearing of the efficacy of the nitrous 


acid, I was induced to give it a trial, beginning with 
ſixty drops, and increaſing it to a hundred and twenty, 


every day, mixed with a pint of water ſweetened with 


molaſſes, together with keeping the ſores clean, and 


applying the vegetable acid, once every day, to the ſores 


about the body, as every thing of the ointment kind 


had the appearance of making them worſe. It is now 
about two months ſince he was under the courſe of this 


medicine, and my patient is now well, grown very 
ſtout, his ſkin of a gloſſy and ſhining appearance, which 


was before OT as will always be tho caſe among 


L 2 negroes 


* 


Ke 


(us). 


= | negroes in un unheslthy ſtate; whether this diſeaſe 1 may | 
| be called ſcrofula &, ſyphilis, or yaws, I do not pretend 
poſitively to E e but I am rather inclined to 
believe the latter, as boys of this age, are more apt to 
contract the yaws than any other complaint, and becauſe 
we know of no diſeaſe, that will put on one regular and 
uniform appearance in different temperaments 3 and had 
Lit not been for this valuable medicine, you would have 
had a miſerable ſpectacle to have maintained on your 
eſtate; whereas, on the other hand, . ire in the 


| «and of a valuable lave. 


0 | 


| i; 9 2 Ie + is very difficult to 8 that this was a caſt of 
Þþ |  ſcrofula. Between yaws and - nds it may, perhaps, not t he 


i 4 to decide. | | 


= 
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THE following ſevere Strictures come from a perſon 


extremely converſant in venereal complaints. He with- 


holds his name at preſent, thinking it irrelevant. — The 


attentive reader will egſily gueſs it,—ED1 TOR. 


Tux reports of the experience of the Author (Mr. 


Blair) are mas into three Sections. 


sECTION THE FIRST. 


«& TWENTY-THREE EXPERIMENTS WITH THE ACID or. 


NITRE, THE CITRIC ACID, AND THE OXYGENATED 
MURIATE OF POTASH, IN PRIMARY SYMPTOMS.” 

ON examining theſe twenty-three experiments, we 

ſhall find, that in twenty-one of them, the nitric, or 


nitrous acid, has been adminiftered ; in one only, the 


oxygenated muriate of potaſh; and only one again in 
which the citric acid had been exhibited; and even that 


laſt ſolitary inſtance not under the eye or inſpection of 


Mr. B. One more, in which the nitrous acid had been 
given, is aſterwards ſubjoined; making, in all, west. 
four experiments on primary ſymptoms. 


iſ Cas « was that of George Kelly, a 30, who 
« was admitted into the Lock Hoſpital on the 3oth of 


c March, 1797, with a glandular ſwelling in his right 


“s oroin, pen ſeemed inclined to ſuppurate. He con- 


cc trated the venereal diſeaſe two months before, and 
te at that time had chancres; but when he applied to 
<« me, they were healed ; his mouth was alſo affected by | 


(c mercurial medicines, which he had previouſly taken. 
« April the 4th, I preſcribed bim three meaſured 


* drachms of the common fuming acid, in a COncen. 
© trated ſtate, diluted with a quart of water. This 


. L3 . 


* I \ 
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| (12). | 
cc n was ordered to be drank, by a ep at 


a time, every twenty-four hours.” 


Now here it appears, from the 30th of March, the 
day he was received at the Hoſpital, that not any thing 
was ordered for him till the 4th of April. 


c Gth of April, the acid was increaſed to four drachms 
* day, as it agreed perfectly well. The acid was not 


44 omitted till the 24th; and he was diſmiſſed, * 


*© cured, on the 27th, and has not been heard of ſince.” 
Is it not reaſonable to imagine, that, had the diſeaſe 


| appeared again, the man would have applied for ad- 
_ miſſion into that Hoſpital wherein it is ſaid he had been 


apparently cured by taking the nitrous acid only twenty 
days? ſo that the very firſt caſe, from the author's awn 
experience, is a caſe of- parent ſucceſs. p 


Pg . 1. CAIR TY | 
« JoEN Lzwrs, in the 18th year of his age, was 
“ admitted under. my care, at the Lock Hoſpital, upon 


cc the 16th of- September, 1797 three months before 
© which. time he had: contracted a gonorrhcea, and was 


« ſoon afterwards affected with a tumour-in his. right | 
<< groin... The ſwelling continued to get worſe: by de- 
&« orees, and was in a ſtate of ſuppuration when I firſt 
« faw him; he had alſo a flight phymoſis, but no other 
1 complaint whatever. On the 16th, 18th, and 20th of 


„this month, he rubbed in a drachm of mercurial oint- 


ce ment, as I had not then determined to uſe the new 


«remedy : this muſt therefore be conſidered as ſo much 
« the more favourable for his cure with the acid.“ 


| How does Mr. B. purpoſe to make this out ? By what 
means can be thus. decide, when this is only the ſecond 


_ Caſe with W 8 in * he has made uſe 
1 
; ; > 13 


* 4 
n 
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of the new remedies, and cannot therefore poſibly have 
had experience enough to juſtify this laſt aſſertion. 


« SEPT. 21, I directed him to take the following me- 
« dicine daily, viz. of the nitric acid, two drachms, and 


of ſimple ſyrup, four ounces, mixed with a pint and 


« half of water. A cataplaſm, made of the cold ſa- 
“ turnine lotion and linſeed meal, was applied to the 
* bubo. Oct. 25. Quite well; but the medicine was 
ec continued regularly till the 2d of November. | 

H1s diſcharge from the Hoſpital is not mentioned; but 


he muſt have been- diſcharged ; for he ſays, 


« UxTORTUNAT E v, however, he returned to me, at 


c the Hoſpital, in twenty-eight days, having numerous 


te venereal ſpots upon his face and body, with nocturnal 


c pains in his limbs, and an ophthalmia tarſi, The 


ct eruption was undoubtedly deciſive, whatever might 


© have been thought of his other ſymptoms. I therefore 


<« put him upon a regular courſe of mercurial inunction, 


Kand diſcharged him, perfectly well of every complaint, 


ce on the 20th of January following, I did not obſerve 


'/ © that the cure was effected by leſs mercury, or in a 


ce ſhorter time, than is uſual in ſecondary affe&ions.” 
WHEREFORE was it expected? It were to have been 


wiſhed (after the power the acid had evinced the firſt 
time the man was at the Hoſpital) that the nitrous acid 
had been given for theſe eruptions : then ſomething 


ſatisfactory might have been made out RCA the 
EET We of the W in 1 caſe. 


- 


0 "MERELY PrrLiÞs, 954 205 came under my e care, | 


on the 28th af September, 1797, having light chancres, 


« ſmall warts, and enlarged inguinal glands, diſpoſed to 


6 W * had been infected three months, and 
Ft | . Be” Ce c. had 25 


# 


8 


— 


„ 


& had uſed ſome mercury before he applied to me. on 
c the 5th of October, and every day afterwards, he 


© took t wo drachms of the concentrated nitrous acid, pro- 


e perly diluted and ſweetehed, up to the 3oth of Nov. when 
the bubo had got worſe, and required the pus to be diſ- 


c charged by a cauſtic, His medicine had been regularly 
ec continued; but it now gave him pains in his limbs, as 


cc well as the cold ſenſation and nauſea. The warts were 


«© more exuberant, and the ulcer in the groin had in- 
« creaſed.” | | fn Fe: 
Tur “ two drachms of concentrated nitrous acid,” 

taken by a lad of 20, ſhould have excited nauſea, is eaſily 
underſtood ; but that it ſhould have produced a cod | 


ſenſation, with pain in his limbs, merits e eluci- 
dation. 


& Dee. 4th, the plan of cure was now altered : mer- 


. curial ointment was directed to be rubbed in. On 
© the 31ſt, he omitted the inunction, and left the 


« Hoſpital four days after. His conſtitution was con- 
* Oy nes with erethiſmus by ION. "we 


* mercury. 


CASE Iv, 15 
0 0 8 aged 22, contracted the venereal 


c&c diſeaſe, about the middle of September, 1797, at which 


ce time he had a glandular ſwelling in each groin: the 
cc ſame tumours remained on the 12th of October, when 
ee he was admitted into the Hoſpital ; but they had burſt, 


* and were covered with ſcabs. A warm linſeed deuter | 


« was applied to the buboes, and the nitrous drink was 


.«« adminiſtered as in the former caſe. Nov. 27th, the ſores 


© 


« nearly healed. Dec. 4th, the groins ulcerating again, 
and do not yield good pus; the fimple cerate and acid 


1 e. oth, . made no farther progreſs, 


I left 


%. 
. 
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| 6 Þ left off the acid; and ordered mercurial ointment a 


ce be rubbed into his thighs, every night. January 13th, 
e diſmiſſed, cured, after uſing 59 drachms of the oint- 
« ment, containing a third part, of mercury.” 

HERE the acid nearly healed the ſores, although 3 
began again to ſpread, Ought not the acid to have been 
continued ſome little time longer ? for it required 59 
drachms of mercurial dintment to perfect a gure, after the 
acid had adyanced the patient ſo much towards it. 


CASE V. | = 


« W. B. conſulted me on the 13th of Oftober, with 
c A chancre under the meatus urethrz, and a phymoſis, 
&« of three weeks duration. At that time I relied more 


<< on the fayourable reports which had been given of the 


* nitrous acid, than upon my own experience. I was 
ce therefore tempted to preſcribe the acid mixture, with a 
ce ſaturnine lotion and cataplaſm, Nov. 4th, the phymoſes 


4e was, quite gone, and the ulcer under the glans fell 


ce healing; but on retracting the prepuce, a freſh ulcera- 
e tion was perceived upon the corona glandis : the acid 
* was continued ; but the daily quantity of it was now in- 
$ creaſed to three drachms. Fifteen freſh ulcerations are 
« breaking out on different parts of the glans, and the 
«< old fores are ſpreading. I now directed the acid to be 
“ left off, and calomel pills to be taken daily; but the 

tc patient, having by ſome means diſcovered, that I was 


making trial of a new medicine, told the apothecary ta 


whom he had taken my preſcription, that he was diſ- 
4 ſatisfied; he afterwards did not chuſe to conſult me any 
ic more. I cannot tell what was the ſequel of this caſe ; 


cc but there is no reaſon to felicitate the philo-acidi on its 


“ progreſs to the 15th of November. This was the 
„ (and wil W "oy the laſt) Nee patient 
: 0 * 


pF 


f 


4 | | 


« with whom I have venturgd to hazard my reputation 
« by truſting to a new-fangled ſcheme.” 
Does not this laſt ſentence breathe this 3 
to throw diſcredit on the whole book ? Such a declara- 
tion as this, in the commencement only of the trial of 
the new-fangled ſcheme,” where Mr. Blair grows 
irritated (irritated he muſt have been, or otherwiſe he 
never would have committed himſelf by ſuch an un- 
guarded expreſſion) becauſe a private patient (wanting 
confidence) quits him. What can we expect after this? 
| Surely, that in all the ſubſequent caſes, the nitrous acid 
1 will be given with a great bias * it. 


CASE VI. 


cc RozerT Cann, in the 25th year of his age, WAS 
* admitted under my care, at the Lock; October 26th, 
„ 1797. His complaints were, a very badly ulcerated 
« and inflamed prepuce, filled with large warts. It was 
c eight months ſince he contracted the diſeaſe. Dr. 
tc Pearſon ſent him to my houſe, before his admiſſion : I 
cc then directed him to take the acid mixture, of the 
<& uſual ſtrength (two pints a day) until he had produced | 
ce a letter for the Hoſpital. me 


WHAT is the uſual Rrength of the acid mixture? far 
| nothing like a general rule has yet been giyen. 


« Nov. 2d, free from pain, 13th, much worſe, in all 
1 reſpects; ; the acid omitted; a ſaturnine lotion ordered 
e to be injected within the prepuce; ; the cataplaſm re- 
e peated as before. 16th, the warts highly inflamed, and 
very luxuriant. 18th, 7 removed the whole of the pre- 
166 puce, and the, warts which were attached to it. 24th, 
the patient goes on properly. Ps 4h! *. was wu 
26 n to be diſcharged,” Lecter mw : | 
1 1 - | 5 T 


* 


4 5 3 
Tr cannot ea by ſuppoſed, that he was diſcharged 


cured, when, on the 18th only, theſe highly inflamed 
<« and very luxuriant warts, together with the whole of 


ce the prepuce, were removed; and on the 4th'of the 


following month, it is ſaid, he was well enough to be 
diſcharged. Now he had not had any thing to take fince 


the removal of the prepuce: but perhaps this is Mr. B's 
general and ſuperior method of curing very luxuriant and 
highly-inflamed warts. The acid was only adminiſtered | 
0 to this patient rooms days. | . 125 


12 
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CASE VII. 
A Caſe of Sucerſs. 


ny 


"at W. GREEN, 26 years of age, applied to me on the 


te 26th of October laſt, having buboes of two years con- 
« tinuance, and ulcerations in the ſcrotum. He had 
ce taken no medicine during the laſt twelve months. 
« A cold ſaturnine poultice was immediately applied to the 
ce ſores; and the patient was ordered to drink the acid 


< mixture, every day, as in the preceding inſtance :' he 
£ continued it to Nov. 28, when PIR Cures, goth, 


s * the Hoſpital,” 


CASE VIII. 


N 


Of THroMas BARRAT, not a l caſe of * 
venerea.— Firſt, nitrous acid, given with ſome ſucceſs; 
then Dover's powder; and, laſtly, mercurial inunction, 


from the 27th of November, up to the 8th of January 


following. © He was diſmiſſed, well, on the 11th of 


* 


< the ſame month. On the 3d of May, he called upon 
<« me, to ſay, the muſcular pains in his arms and thighs 


e been TY bad theſe two months 2 l 


. & | > + them 


- 
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66 'them, however, as a rheumatic Helin, I did not 


” 1 admit him into the Hoſpital again.“ 


Quere. If the laſt pains were rheumatic, were not 
the firſt ſo alſo; and what was nitrous acid expected 
A 8 4 | 5 0 

| CASE IX, 
% TeREMIAH PEACOCK was admitted as a patient, 
c on the 9th of November laſt. His original ſymptom, 
« 2 year. ago, was a gonorrhea, which, after ſome 
« months, was followed by ulcerations within the pre- 
« puce. He had theſe complaints on his application to 
c me, beſides a phymoſis, and holes through the præ- 
tc putium, of two weeks continuance, for which he had 
s never taken any medicine. A linſeed cataplaſm, and a 
« ſaturnine lotion, were ufed externally, while the 
« nitrous mixture was taken internally. This plan was 
et purſued, without any alteration, till the 20th, when 
« warts were ariſing from within the prepuce, and 
« through the ulcerated holes. 27th, the ulcers got 
& wider, and the warts more luxuriant, ſo that I found 
c it neceſſary to remove all the diſeaſed parts by a free in. 
et ciſion. The acid was now omitted. He got better in a 


(c feyy days, and, on the 11th of December, was nearly 


« well. Finding himſelf apparently freed from the 
« diſorder, he left the Hoſpital before I intended to dif. 
7 charge him.” 
' In this caſe, as ſoon as the diſeaſed parts. were re- 
moved by a free incifion, the acid was omitted, although | 
this patient had taken it only ej ighteen days, and it agreed 
well. For what reaſon could the acid have been dif- 
continued? unleſs it was, fearing it might effect © cum, 
which may be now en to it. 


* 


3% 
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oy CASE X. 


520 Tubus pate, 23 years of age, was „ i ; 
t patient in the Lock, on the gth of November. He 


© contracted the venereal diſeaſe ſix months before; and, 


te at the time of his admiſſion, had a conſiderable quantity . 
cc of enlarged indurated glands in each groin. He began 
e the nitrous acid on the 12th, when the buboes ſhewed 


«KA diſpoſition to ſuppurate : one of them ruptured, and 


« diſcharged ſome pus, on the 16th ; but it healed ſpon- 
te taneouſly, in four days. 23d, the buboes were larger, 
« and more painful ; a cold ſaturnine poultice was ap- 


* plied to them. 27th, they were both getting ſmalker | 3 
e but one of them enlarged again on the Zoth, He con- 


« tinued to take the acid regularly, till Dec. 4th, two 
“e drachms in each day, and then omitted it. By having 


| « recourſe to mercurial inunction, the ſwellings were 
« leſſened within a week, and went on well till the 23d 


« of December; at which time the patient quitted the | 


« Hoſpital, yy 


To this patient the nitrous acid was only adminiſtered | 
from the 12th. of November to the 4th of December, 


| notwithſtanding the patient had received benefit from its 
uſe; yet the mercurial inunction was ſubſtituted for 
the acid. | 


<a T: HOMAS E W and inflam- 
ce ed glands in each groin, in a diſeaſe of five weeks con- 
< tinuance, began, on the 12th of November, the nitrous 


c mixture, ſweetened and diluted as before mentioned, 
« which he took daily, until the 14th of December. At 


e this time, no progreſs had been made; but the buboes 
e in magnitude, and one 
e | 1 was 


Geo) 


(. was beginning to ſuppurate. Mercurial ointment was 
© then ordered, and at length a perfect cure was accoms 

ce pliſhed.” But how long it was before that perfect 

| cure was accompliſhed, is not ſpecified ; but it appears to 

have taken ſome length of time, as one of the buboes 

ſuppurated under the mercurial courſe. The nitrous 

acid taken * this patient for 37 days 7. 


BE CASE XI 

fon N WII 11 Alis was apparently cured (of ee chancres 
cc on the middle and upper part of the penis, with indu- 
& rated glands i in each groin) by the nitrous acid ; but 
< returned, in ſomewhat more than a month, to the 
« Hoſpital (e with numerous broad ſyphilitic blotches on 
« his breaſt and face; alſo a venereal ſarcocele, and an 
ce ill-looking ulcer on one tonſil: he faid, his throat be- 
ic came ſore a month ago; but that his * had 
4c appeared only a week.“ 
WHETHER the acid would have kl ſuſicient 
| power, to remove theſe appearances, was not, unfor- 
tunately, determined ; for he was immediately ordered 
the mercurial inunction, and left the Hoſpital, in little 
more than two months, and promiſed to return if any re- 
lapſe ſhould occur. Since that, he has not been heard of. 
This man had had chancres fix months previous to his 
admiſſion and treatment by the nitrous acid; which 
-Chancres “ he had endeavoured to get rid of by ſome 
« trifling means,” but had taken nothing for three months 
before Mr. B. ſaw him. It is to be lamented, that we 
are not informed what theſe trifling means tere: J have 
no doubt theſe trifles were local and efcharotic appli- 
cations, and then we may know, with juſtice where to 
* the origin of theſe ſecondary ſymptoms, without at- 
"PP : tributing 
* | | 


| 
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| eibuting any Ae 5 in the anipphlicc properties of 7 


the nitrous acid. 


CASE XIII. 
_Jonn Sriyzus, to whom the nitrous acid was only 


given from the 23d of November to the 18th of Decem- 


ber, when it © diſagreed with him, ſo that he was unable 
« to retain it upon his ſtomach any longer.” Then the 
mercurial ointment was ordered, without any attempt to 
render the nitrous mixture more palatable, either by re- 
ducing the quantity of the acid, or rendering it bland by 
adding ſimple ſyrup. . Whether there ever had been any 
ſyrup allowed to this patient in his mixture, is doubtful ; 
and it would have been more correct to have ſtated (and 


ſtated it ought to have been) what quantity of the acid 


was daily given ; for this patient's complaint had mended 


before the mixture had ruffled his ſtomach. 


CASE 8 


Ma Bain ſays, « I do 5 conſider this caſe volt 
c of ſpecial notice, on any other account than as it was 
'« of that kind in which the nitrous. medicine has been 
« yery ſtrongly * recommended. It certainly did no ma- 


“. terial good in this inſtance; and I have obſerved 


« other ſcrofulous ſubjects uſe the acid with as little ad- 
« vantage. Indeed, I cannot ſay, from my preſent ex- 


cc perience, that I think the remedy is at all adapted 


cc to theſe glandular complaints. 


( From the whole, it clearly PER that, Ma the 


« conſtitution is broken, the habit feeblg or ſcrofulous, £ 
« the cure ſhould always be attempted by the nitrous 
cc acid, in preference to any other medicine,-Dr. BEDDOES' 


1 be p. 84.0, 


5 


[ 3 


| 
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| Now Mc Blair has evidently ' miſunderſtood the 
meaning of this paſſage from Dr. Beddoes, who does not 
recommend (if J underſtand rightly) the nitrous acid, in 
preference to any other medicine, for the cure of 
ferefula, but that the nitrous acid ought to be ad- 


- miniſtered, in preference to any other medicine, for the 


cure of the lues ven. when combined with a feeble or 


ſerofulous habit. Has not Mr. Blair often ſeen, in 
his practice, the dreadful conſequences that follow 
. courſes of mercury in ſerofulous and debilitated habits? 


and would it not be a moſt deſirable object to cure the 
lues ven. in thoſe habits by the acid, even though it 
« did no material good” to the ſcrofulous affection? 


| CASE XV. 
Requires only to be given in Mr. B's own words, to 


f 


point out, in the cleareſt manner, that the cauſe of the 


failure of the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, in this caſe, 
was ſolely owing to the inflammatory ſtate of the ſyſtem, - 
brought on by an injudicious overdeſing of the medicine. 

« NicHoLas Brown, in the 25th year of his age, 
ce had intercourſe with a woman of ill fame, about the 
« middle of January laſt. Three days afterwards, one 
tc of his groins became lightly inflamed, painful, and i in- 


b ce ereaſed a little in bulk every day. A week before I 
. * ſaw him, a gonorrhea came on, and both his groins 
de ſwelled. When he was admitted into the Hoſpital, 


te the tumor on his left ſide was as large as a pullet's 
« egg, and ſuppurating; the other was in an indurated 


ce ſtate: he had net taken any medicine Whatever ur lis 


= preſent diſorder. 
„ This was regarded as an unexceptionable ie | 


, cc Rory ſymptoms) na. the trial ve the oxygenated 


. muriate 


gy 4 


<; murlate of potaſh: I thetic ordered. five grains, 
c made into a pill with conſerve of roſes, to be taken 
ce three times on the 4th of January, and increaſed every 
c day after. Nothing was applied to his buboes : and he 
< was. kept in a clean. ward, ſeparated from the other 
d venereal patients. 15th, through a miſtate, the man 
« amitted his pills the four laſk days.” 

Ws are led, from this ſtrong mark of inattention, (to 
_ uſe no harſher language) to think, that no one was 
much intereſted in the due adminiſtration of the me- 
dicine. 

« He had now * their FONT to rs in a 
ce day, without any manifeſt advantage: his ſyſtem was 
e not yet affected by the medicine. 18th, a more 
e copious ſecretion of ſaliya; but the patient's mouth 
ce was not at all ſore, nor his gums ſwollen. His, pulſe 
« beat 94 ſtrokes in a minute; his tongue was not at all 
« affected by the potaſh, nor could I diſcover any other 
ce ſenſible operation. 22d, in all reſpects the ſame as on 
<« the 18th, except that the quantity of his urine was 
s augmented. 25th, the pills have been employed regu- 
e larly ; he now takes ftentycfour in a day; his tongue 
ce has at length become furred and whitiſn; his pulſe is 
« increaſed in frequency ; and he complains of the pills 
cc having given him a violent head-ach; but his venereal 
ce ſymtoms are not in the leaſt amended. 27th, yeſter- 
« day, and to-day, the pills have cauſed ſuch a burning 
<« pain in the flomach, with ſickneſs, and a ſenſe of weight, 
„ that he cannot bear them any longer. His daily 
“quantity has been. augmented. from to. to reenty-ſis 
cc pills, each of which contained five grains, ſo that, in 
cc the whole, he took thre, ounces and thirty-five grains, 

without any advantage whatever. His pulſe, at the 
7 < aft, beat 110 times in a minute, and were irregularly in- 
M ts ami ; 
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( zermitting. The head-ach, &c. continued to be very 


« diſtreſſing, and the buboes were become larger than 
cc when he firſt was admitted. From theſe circum- 
cc ſtances, Mr. B. was induced to try a mercurial courſe, 
© which he bore very ill. Purging and griping were 


< brought on by a very gentle mode of treatment. On 


« the 21ſt of April, he was diſcharged, well, except 


$63 a flight induration in the groin. * May, he re- 


© mained in the ſame ſtate.” 
No wonder the buboes became larger, when n- 
tion had been induced to ſuch a high degree. 


A very imperfect one; introduced to diſcredit the uſe 


of the citric acid, which had been given on board of 


ſkip ; but the citric acid has not been much extolled by 
the advocates for the new remedies even on ſhore ; 
and. I believe thoſe, who are well acquainted with 
the quality of the citric acid ſupplied to the ſhips 
of war, will never think of giving it as an antiſyphilitic; 
and moreover, had it been the recent juice, no inference 


could have been drawn from this caſe, as the patient 


was at the © ſame time uſing mercury; and what is 
Mill more remarkable, this is the only caſe produced,, 
in which the citric acid had been given and even this 
was not given by Mr. B. Hiinfelf. | 


| CASE XVII. 


8⁰ nn that it is not deemed worthy of notice: 
but, as far as it goes, in n fd of the nitrous acid. 


CASE 


CASE XVIII. 5 3 


- Nitrous acid only adminiſtered fix days; and its effects 
deſtroyed by being overdeſed: two drachms daily in a 
quart of water, without ſyrup, to a ** woman * 
nineteen. 


z 


CASE XIX. 


Tux nitrous ach given a month and two 4 with- 


out producing any beneficial effects. Siij. a day to 


"0 female 19 _ old only. 


1 » 


EASE xx. 
« PHIELIS CHAPMAN, 21 years of age, was ad- 
« mitted into the Hoſpital, October the 26th, 1797. 


te She was infected with gonorrhcea, a month before ſhe 
ce applied to me, which was followed by an enlarged i in- 


ec * guinal gland, and ſwelled nymph. October 28th, ſhe | 


60 began the nitrous acid, two drachms daily, ſweetened: 


cc and diluted. In five days ſhe began to amend. Nov. 


ct 16th, the ſwellings were entirely gone. The acid 
« was continued as before, till the end of the month, 
cc when I diſmiſſed her, cured, 

« THIS caſe, if no relapſe occurred, may certainly be 
« numbered among the cures ; ; but, i in Hoſ pital practice, 
« jt is no eaſy matter to aſcertain who remains well, 
« although the. preſumption ought always to be on the 
46 * favourable ſide, when patients do not return again, * 

As this patient did not return again a ſo, i in Proportion 
to the credit given to the permanency of her cure, 
muſt ſtand or fall all thoſe, who have been diſmiſſed as 

apparently cured, whether by niercurtals or other ſub- 
ances. 7 | - 


mn. e 
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6 . © CASE xxl. - 
No inference can be drawn, as the nitrous acid was 
only adminiſtered eleven days; two drams daily, 50 
then omitted becauſe venereal ſpots were appearing; 
if theſe, or any other appearances of ſyphilis, could a 
bably be prevented by fo ſhort a trial of any remedy. A 
* of the candour of our ur author. 9 


| „ CASE. XXII. 
A cas of ſucceſs. 
CASE xxIII. 

EL Iz ABETH KING: Acid only given from 26th 
November, 1797, up to IfIth of December, when the 5 
mercurial inunction was commenced, together with 
topical red precipitate ointment. Mr. B. ſays, 18th of 
January, “Extreme debility and erethiſm obliged me to 
© order a generous diet, and Peruvian bark, in con- 
ce junction with mercurial ointment. 24th, ſhe was diſ- 
& miſled, cured.” Had there been a ſincere wiſh of 
proving the efficacy of the nitrous acid, on the 18th of 
January was a noble opportuni : inſtead of perſevering 
in the mercurial courſs; for, on the 18th, this patient 
was labouring under ſuch extreme debility and erethiſm 
as obliged him to order a generous diet, with Peruvian 
bark, in conjunction with mercurial ointment ; and yet 
we find, on the 24th, this extremely debilitated patient. 
diſmiſſed, cured, notwithſtanding the mercurial inunction 
had been continued. This, and indeed the greater part 
of the caſes, ſhew the greateſt lingulcity of Judgment, 
as well as of practice, in Mr. = | 


CASE 


cy 


CASE XXIV. : 


Tas venereal diſeaſe not accurately enough 1 to 
merit attention. Although almoſt cured by the nitrous . 
acid, yet care was taken, that the acid was diſcontinued i in 


time to give the credit of the cure to, mercurial friction R 
for eight days. Shame! ſhame? 


SECTION THE SECOND. 
* 5 „ 2 22 8 r | 3 1 
* TWENTY-SIX CASES OF CONFIRMED SYPHILIS, WHEREIN 
THE ACID OF 'NITRE WAS erred 


CasE 1. of confirmed ſyphilis, was that of T HOMAS 
Main, for whom we find the nitric acid was only 
preſcribed ſeven days, and failed from being overdsſed. 
Is it not rather extraordinary, that a gentleman ſo 
anxious (as Mr. B. profeſſes himſelf to have been) to 
bring this medicine to the teſt of truth, ſhould. not 
(after having overdoſed his patient) have tried the acid 
in reduced proportion, and alſo have added ſome ſyrup? 
for here were four drachms of the nitric acid given daily, 5 
in two pints of water, without ſyrup. Of what age 
this patient was, we are not informed; but, whether old 

or young, none or very few ſtomachs can bear four 
drachms of nitric acid daily in two pints of water; yet 
this caſe is brought forth to the public, as one of failure 
of the nitric acid. To prove the overdoſing of the 
: medicine, I ſhall only quote Mr. B.'s words, viz. 

< APRIL Ioth. I directed Fur drachms of Mr. Cox 
ce yelbs nitric acid, diluted in two pints of water, to be 
* taken 8 This quantity was too much to bggin with; 

M 3 8 « an 
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and he had very great difficulty in taking it. 13th, he 
e complained heavily of the pain, nauſea, and coldneſs 
© which the acid produced in his ſtomach, every time he 
Ce drank it, and told me © the mercury had done him 
8 good, but that this medicine had not.“ ar ing 
ce the uneafe neſs he endured, the acid was continued in the 
&« ſame proportion till the 17th, when the pain, &c. became 
ec ſo inſupportable, that it would have been cruel to inſiſt on 
his perſevering.” 

This patient was afterwards cured by mercurial in- 
unction. Coldneſs and pain produced: a man ought to 
know the proper doſe of a medicine before he preſcribes 
it; and when he reports effects, ſhould be able to diſtin» 
guiſh ſuch as are real from thoſe that are imagined. 


* 


CASE II. 


| Joun Machenar took two drachms daily of the 
nitrous acid, without ſyrup, in a quart of water, from the 
IIth of May to the 8th of June, for venereal eruptions. 
When the nitrous medicine was omitted, as it is ſaid, 
< the ſpots were manifeſtly getting ſtill worſe ;” yet, on 
the 23d of May, prior to that, © the acid agreed well, 
cc and the ſpots were fading :” theſe ſpots, after the diſ- 
continuance of the nitrous acid, required fifty-one drachms 
of mercurial ointment to complete a' cure. The acid 
agreed well in this caſe'; and the patient had not taken 
it a month. The omitting it ſeems rather premature. 
thy 1 | 


CASE III, 


_ SHALL be tranſcribed fully, that the public may form 
their opinion, whether it is in favour, or not, of the 
nitrous acid: at all events, it plainly demonſtrates how 


very 
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wery fallible mercury is, even after permanent cures 
have been ſuppoſed to have been accompliſhed. 
* TROMAS DEATH, 24 years old, contracted a yo- 
c norrhœa in November, 1794, which was afterwards 
&« ſucceeded by a bubo and venereal eruptions. On the 
„ 8th of Auguſt following, he became my patient at the 
« Lock, and paſſed through what I deemed a ſufficient 
<« courſe of mercury to effect a permanent cure: but, it 
« ſhould be obſerved, that his mouth could ſcarcely be 
<« affected by the mercury during this treatment. He 
« was diſcharged from the Hoſpital in the beginning of 
« October, 1795. Exactly two years afterwards, he 
cc was re- admitted, with ſeyeral nodes on each of the 
e tibiæ, and an enlarged woſe, beſides fixed pains, in his 
cc joints. October the 6th, I directed two drachms of 
ce nitrous acid to be mixed i in a pint and a half of water, 
cc and ſweetened with eight ounces of ſimple ſyrup, to be 
&« drank every day; at the ſame time he uſed the warm 
““ bath3 twice a week. . Iith, I was obliged to reduce 
« the acid mixture to only half its original ſtrength, 
ce on accoufit of its having diſagreed very much with 
c his ſtomach. 16th, his noſe is well, and his pains are 
« alleviated; but the nodes are not yet diminiſhed. 
«1 again deſired the acid mixture to be made as ſtrong 
tc as at firſt. 19th, he ſtill gets relief in bis pans, the 
« nodes begin to le en, and his medicine agrees pretty 
ct well. 26th, the nodes are getting ſmaller every day. 
Nov. 2d, he flill takes the acid with advantage. bth, 
“Nocturnal pains in his ſhins have lately broken his 
cc reſt, and diſpirited him. The next time I went to the 
“ Hoſpital, he had gone * and has never again deen 
« heard of,” ” | _ 


/ 


_ Creaat gui vult. 


( 


N c Iv. 


aan the nitrous. acid, 9 3 — 
ſome amendment, yet the diſeaſe was not ſufficiently 
charactecized, to decide the A, of the. Ky ee 
ſcheme.” ing „„ 
3 4 AE v. ; 
„For WI LLIAM Po LKER was preſcri n nitrous me- 
Aicine ( without any given proportion or form) from the | 


28th of October to the 27th of November, when a mer- 
curial courſe was commenced, and completed a cure. — 


Here I beg leave to ſubmit, whether any eredit ought i in 
juſtice to be given to this caſe, when it is admitted, that 
this patient ( had gone three times into the warm bath, 5 
without Mr. Blair's knowledge. That a patient could 
go three times into a warm bath, without his ſurgeon- $ : 
order or knowledge, ſhews a great want of attention 
ſomewhere ; and may we not naturally ſuppoſe, that, 
after a declaration like this (and others to be met with 


in the pamphlet, as © through a miſtake, the man 


© omitted his pills the laſt four days,” and * by an over- 
« fight it happened, that a patient's ulcerated blotches 
< had been dreſſed with a cerate in which ted muriated 
c mercury had been mixed,”) the patients have not, in 
every inſtance, taken their medicine as preſcribed ? And 
they may have heard alſo, that they were trying a new 


medicine, and had been thereby "alſo prejudiced againſt 


the medicine, and have faid they had Abr its when, per- 
haps, too often they had not. EI 

Isx this caſe, in ſeven days only, by the uſe of mercury, 
nodes, pains, and eruptions, were nearly well; and, in 


fourteen days, the patient had « no ailment whatever. Won 


* 


CASE 
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c „ . 


Derbe d 26. Went twice inte the warm n a 

c without my -order;” and again, & I am informed be 

« has had à falivation ſome time. Who ein pay 8 

attention to ſuch ſlovenly practice? | 8 
- May it not be ſuppoſed, that in all thoſe caſtes, Mr. 3 

Blair was equally ignorant whether the nitrous acid was, 

or was not, taken? “ The eruptions on his face are of 4 

« a dubious nature; but I begin to ſuſpect they are 5 

« venereal.” Some of his recent complaints, ſuch 

as c puſtular eruptions on his arms and face, ſeemed to 

<« be venereal;“ and yet this is gt as'a venere 

EE ASA , STS 1 


offs 1 2 32 | CASE VII. 


TE acid — from 1zth of W to 18th 
of December, when the mercury was had recourſe to, 
and effected the cure. In this caſe, ſome benefit was 
derived from the acid. 1 a 


; pets By. vn.” | 1 


No utiafaftory concluſion e can n be A FRED this; but 
we will give it fully: 925 

«© FoHN e mac years of age, was admitted | 
Nov. 16. The hiſtory of his cafe readers it doubtful 
« whether it was venereal or not. Four years before, he 
« had chancres : they got well, and were followed by 
no other ſymptoms, till within the laſt four months, 
<« when a firm and painful fwelling came on one of his „ 
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he took it till the 4th of January, and then left the 


Kc Hoſpital. The pains were much alleviated; bis 
et node was greatly reduced, but not entirely gone; the acid 
© at laſt made him giddy after taking each doſe ; other- 


ce wiſe it produced no diſagreeable effect. May 7th, he 


« returned to inform me that his leg has been very pain- 
ce ful, during the late cold winds and changeable weather. 
cc The node remained as large as it was five months 
80 before. . 5 5 

| 

| 5 cf . | 
Wa: nitrous acid; at firſt cone of ana farce 5 

only ninety-two meaſured drachms adminiſtered, when 
mercury was employed to complete a cure.—Here 
puſtular eruptions again as proofs of venereal affection; 3 
probably ariſing from plethora, as is common in youth; 
or, as ſome would ſay, from hyperoxygenation of the 
. This is another caſe very Ho cured ** 


2 Js 
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CASE X. 


DiszAsR not defined; but the caſe merits to be ſeen, 


as, in the laſt paragraph, the ei of the author i is : 
very manifeſt : | 


« ROBERT BIT nE, aged 27, * the —_ 
< venerea, about the middle of July, 1797. His firft and 
te only ſymptom (he ſays) was an eruption; however 
te that may be, he had no other venereal complaint 
te when he applied to the Hoſpital, Dec. 21. The acid 


Le mixture was given: it. agreed well, and made the ſpots 


| 6 4 /appear conſiderably in fix days. January 2d, he was 
2 * getting. Aren, bus 9 that * without leave: 
| « thi 1$ 


4 3 i 
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F this imperfect memorial will ſtrengthen the other | 


« proofs of the temporary good effefis which may * 
< Jos: progueed wh the e acid. Ne 5 


| CASE XI. 
NiTRous liking, according to Mr. W. a 


method, was tried from the 19th of February to the 8th 


of March, when, finding no eſſential advantage from 
this plan, the nitrous bath was laid aſide; and, after the 
patient was conſidered as radically cured of his ſyphilis 


by mercurials, the nitrous drink was ordered during the 


laſt nine days of his ſtay at the Hoſpital, which agreed 
well with him, and improved his appetite ; and, on the 
3d of May, he was diſmiſſed from the Hoſpital. —We ſup- 
poſe, the reaſon, why the nitrous acid was given in this. 
caſe after the patient had been conſidered as radically cured 
of the ſyphilitic affection, was, that he had at that time a 
ſerofulous affection, which was not materially amended 
by the mercurials taken for the cure of the lues. 5 


CASE X11. 


HENRY Ras on the 14th of October, began * 8 
taking a drachm and half of the nitrous acid, diluted and 
ſweetened, while - the ſores were dreſſed with yellow _ 


|  baſilicon. On © the 8th of November, the acid was 


c augmented to two drachms daily. 21ſt, the ſymptoms 
et pvere more and more aggravated, the medicine griped 


| cc his bowels, and the plan henceforth changed; the | 
* fores were now dreſſed with ceratum lapidis cala- 
c minaris, in which was mixed ſome red nitrated mer- 


be cury 4 ang two grains of calomel were given him 5 
e N every 


= "i Pay | 
EX *everynight. On. the 4th of January, his cure was 
| | 5 & perfect.. | 15 
| Is this caſe it appears, that, « as ſoon as Mr. B. changed 
1 the nitrous acid drink for calomel pills, he alſo changed 
the yellow baſilicon ointment (with. which the ſores had 
been dreſſed whilſt the nitrous” acid had been given) 
for ceratum lapidis calaminaris, in which was mixed 
/ ſome red nitrated mercury. Had the caſe been truly 
© venereal, this alteration would not have ſtruck us; but, 
as © the general hiſtory the man gave of his caſe was too 
Wed and incoherent to be worth recording,” and as his 
= complaints were < ſeveral creeping ulcers” over the tibia, 
| we ſhould have regarded this caſe as more perfect, had 
no change been made in the topical applications: but 
Mr. B. ſeems 8 to i 3 e an 
| advantage. | EY SY 


CASE xIII. 


Tux nitrous acid was taken for thirty-two days, the 
latter part of which time the patient grew worſe z 
but at one time, he received benefit from its exhibition. 
| Mercurial ointment was then ordered; but he abſconded 
without a cure: but the rapid good effects in this and 
many other caſes, immediately on the * of n, are 
as raped 


; r „Sen ei, 

Ni TROus acid only exhibited five days; dung d which, 
the patient only took ten drachms of the acid, and yet 
1 tis caſe is produced as one of the failures of the medi- 

cine! Tt is alſo a little ſingular, that Dr. De Valangin 
8 and others ſhould have been treating this cafe un- 


| 1 | Tuccelsfully, and that, under the care of our author, it 
—_— | e ſhould 


ſhould have 


50 


(8 


uſe of four grains of calomel 3 one of opium. 
Providence ſeems to favour 


common medicines 5 wonders, in. * . 


mY 25 ' att; 


e ee e 
— acid only adminiſtered FO the 190 of 


December up to the roth of January following, when 
mercurial ointment was directed. During the nitrous 
acid courſe, an ulceration of the velum palati had 


healed. 


CASE XVI. 


'Nerruzs i in favour of mercury not r the nitrous acid. 
The patient, under treatment, by mercurials, had ſuffered 


three relapſes, and had been thrice ſalivated; and as it has, 
only been four nionths ſince ſhe was diſmiſſed, apparently ö 


cured, it is ſtill doubtful whether the cure be permanent 


or not. Bath three times again, without Mr. B's 


knowledge. Would any other man, after encountering, 
ſuch difficulties with mercury, have dared to aſſert, that 


this caſe demonſtrates the ee the 


nitrous acid? 


— 


CASE xvII. 


WHEN the nitrous acid plan was commenced in this 
patient is not ſpecified, or the quantity given; but 
| it muſt have been before the 2d of November, 1797, as 
on that day the nitrous potion agreed very well, and 
_ afforded her a little relief, 16th, an ulceration on her 
| ſhoulder had now quite healed ; it was taken till the 
Zoth, when the acid was relinquiſhed. Mercurial fric= 


tion. adopted : but this pation, alſo. 2 eloped from the 


1 5 p 88 : ; * 


begun to yield in three . under the br 
is man : even the moſt | 


6 #b 3 


© Hoſpital „This caſe ſhews in how confuſed a manner 
all things are reported by our author. The patient con- 
trated the diſeaſe in July, 1797; four months after this, 
ſhe went under the care of Mr. B. and yet, by the ad of 
November,. which is but four months from the very 
beginning of July, = nitrots acid had afforded hee 
ſome relief. 6 Oe 


a 


CASE *vrII. 


FRY 


Obſcure ; not t worthy of any comment. What ir 
proves, if it tends to prove any thing, is in favour of the 
Nitrous acid treatment. 


„ 5, +60 een XR: 


; This patient had been ſeven times falivated (within 
theſe two years) and was under the influence of mercury 
on the gth- of November, 1797, when ſhe firſt applied 
for relief at the Lock Hoſpital, and was apparently cured 
by the nitrous acid. The reaſon of her admiſſion into 
that Hoſpital is mode gay expreſſed in the following words: 
e She would probably have fallen into the hands of 
ignorant perſons, if 7 had rejected her. She was ad- 
. emitted. The Dr. adds, 4 ſimilar equivocal caſes 
ET: are very frequently ſent to the Lock: of this I wink 
we have here ſufficient teſtimony. 2 


CASE xx. Sug 


= =» " Saran FrRamPToON, 18 years of age, took the 
| ; nitrous acid, two drachms daily, in a quart of water, for 
_ - the ſpace of eighteen days, though it appears ſhe 
| ct thought proper to elope (without a cure), after rubbing 
| 1 ein 105 drachms of mercurial ointment.” In ſuch a 
=_ caſe, where 105 drachms of ; mercurial ointment were 


" \ 


m D 


er | not powerful 2 to effect a cure, what could have 
n- been expected from the exhibition of the nitrous acid for 
is, 18 days f 
n | CASE XXI, ; | 
er 7 As the ; ag diſagreed, the patient only continued it 
| for Oy - 5 | 
| CASE XXII. 


N1TRovs acid only ordered for 18 days, and then diſ- _ 
continued, as it diſagreed, It does not appear in either 
of theſe two laſt caſes, what quantity of acid was ordered, 
or whether there was any thing joined with it to make it 
more den enormous Coat. perhaps, i in both' 
caſes Ee 


it 
=. 


| | CASE KRI. 11. 
THe nitrous acid appeared at firſt to produce a marked 
advantage in this caſe; but the cure was obliged to be 
finiſhed by mercury. The acid was taken ſomewhat more 
than a month, afhd the woman was made an out-patient, 
ſcarce any eruptions being perceivable. Another con- 
fe re- appearance of eruptions, and an attack of 


* JE 2 "> "$«. WF Lend a > my 


ſevere pain in the ſhin-bones, brought her back to the 
Hoſpital, when ſhe was met happily cured by mercury. 
1 : CASE XXIV. 
Mar Srxonss did not reap any benefit from the 
nitrous acid-drink or bath: but not much or any good 
could have been expected; for ſhe only took 17 drachms 
of the acid, and uſed the nitrous acid bath from the Tp. 
of * to the 22d. | 


an 


1 * 3 ol 
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 NoTHING can be decided concerning it; for, by the 
recital of the caſe, it appears, that Elizabeth Turner was 
admitted. on the 28th. of April, and yet, on the 7th 
of March ſhe was taking two drachms of the acid. daily - 
Here is ſuch a miſtake concerning dates as muſt render 
# this hiſtory and its "Om quite imperfect. 


\ 
0 8 ; * 7 - 8 y ; ; 4 1 


i AE * VI. 


Ot jonx N who, as Mr. B. ſays, n 
diſcharged © as an invalide, unfit for ſervice, from the 
Plymouth Hoſpital, aſter taking a ſour medicine for two 

- months.” Nothing can be ſaid of this caſe, unleſs the 
circumſtances were more accurately known, than from 


= n s vague report. 
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' SECTION THE THIRD. 


© PLEVEN TRIALS WITH THE OXYGENATED MURIATE - 
or POT-ASH, IN ADVANCED STAGES OF THB LUES 
' - VENEREA, ' *» | | OA 


1 * 

. 

i 

1 

| 4 

0 

g 4 

\ . 

4 

1 

1 
U 

11 

ii 
i 
Fi U 

4 : 

. : 

oY 

Z i 434 

o cx 
\ L 

. x 

5 


* I 
= 


CASE I. 

THoMas Coor kx, 20 years of age, in the advanced 
ſtage of the diſeaſe, and in other reſpects a very bad 
fubject, being hectical and emaciated to the laſt degree, 

Was ſo overdeſæd with the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, | 
| that he could only continue the medicine for the ſpace. of 


* days; v and Ou could: oye 88 expected in ſuch 
a de- 


8 


« expectedly 8 i 


6 * 


- 


in Mr. B's words; who lays, | 

„ Ocr. the 17, five grains of potaſh were 1 into a 
ce pill with conſerve of roſes, and taken twice the firſt 
« day; it was directed to be increaſed to three pills the 
« day following, four the next day, and one more every 
« ſucceeding day; he continued to augment the daily 
proportion, until he arrived at fourteen pills (70 grains) 
e when he could not bear them any longer without the 


2 deplorable caſe in ſo mort a time i notwiths 
ſtanding, this is produced as a fair caſe of failure of the 
medicine. To prove its being OO. we will give it 


cc greateſt difficulty: they occaſioned a violent pain of his 


00 flomach, bowels, and head, on the 27th of October, and 


© were ſo very obnoxious to his feelings on the 6th of 
November, that he diſcontinued taking them: at this 
« time he had ſwallowed as many pills as contained nine- 


Fg Sn re OR; 


% 


W = \ : ha 
' CASE 1 : 


vent muriate of potaſh exhibited a 


two days, when, not obtaining relief from its uſe, mer- 


curial ointment was ordered the patient to rub in. The 
Zeſult of this caſe is not known 3 for this patient * un- 


CASE 111. ES. 


Ta: E 3 muriate of potaſh given Lg from | 


the 18th of January to the 12th of February, when. it 


was omitted, and a complete cure performed, by the 3d 
of May, in the uſual manner; thirty calomel pills, and 


ſixty drachms of mercurial ointment having been then 


employed. In this 50g the ROY muriate of pot- 
| . . . ab, 


F 


( 180 } 


aſh, when given in pills, produced a ſenſe of heat and 
Wicht! in the ſtomach and bowels, although the patient 
afterwards bore it well, whilft given in double the quantity 
when diſſolved in water. Is not the reaſon obvious? for, 
unleſs great caution be taken when the medicine is given 
in the latter manner, the patient gets but little of the 
potaſh, and the effect in this caſe ſeems to warrant the 
inference. We aul like to ſee _ B. explain it | 
otherwiſe. ; 

| CASE IV. 


Tus potaſh given, from the 18th of January till the 
Sth of February only, without advantage; and after 
that, it demanded nearly two months to W a cure 


with EP - 


CASE v. 


4 


Way the oxygenated muriate of potaſh was dis- 5 


continued in this caſe, merits explanation? On no other 
apparent cauſe can it be explajned, PENS it was 
32 a cure under its adminiſtration. 


75 


| CASE vi. 

OxxOENATED muriate of potaſh was overdoſed, Wy 
the following account clearly demonſtrates. © 

« ESTHER BUCK, aged 33, was made a patient at 

« the Lock, on the 4th of January, The ſymptoms 
oc under which ſhe then laboured were a painful node 
s upon the inferior part of the right tibia, a ſmall ulcer 
« in the roof of her mouth, and a flight ozæna. She in- 
et formed me, that her firſt ſymptom, two years before, 
was a diſcharge from the vagina; that this was ſuc- 
. ceeded by the node, about five months afterwards; 

| e that ſhe had no TIE. complaint whatever, and 
a 2 that 


[FS] 


er that TOR month and noſe did not. bans cle | 


cc till five or ſix weeks previous to her admiſſion into the 


« Hoſpital. She alſo ſaid that her huſband had been 
ce diſeaſed two years, and was at that time (January, 


<« 1797) under the care of a medical gentleman. , 
« THIRTY grains of oxygenated muriate of potaſh 


© were given, in the form of pills. The patient aug- - 


« mented the daily quantity by degrees, till the 29th, 
« when ſhe took twenty-eight pills, containing an hun- 


* dred and forty grains of potaſb; they occaſioned a con- 


« fuſedneſs of intellect, and a giddineſs in her head, when 
ce ſhe had taken only fourteen a day. The node was then 


« in more pain than ever; the ozæna was worſe, and 


4 the palate no better, when ſhe had arrived at twenty 


ct per diem. The pills cauſed a vomiting, and pain in 
« her ſtomach, to an alarming degree ;. her pulſe, how-- 


« ever, was not more than z/nety-twa z; her tongue was 
« not white; ſhe did not perſpire; but a copious. ſe- 
| & cretion of urine took place. By a little management 


<« and caution, ſhe was enabled to increaſe them to the 
« amount I have before ſuggeſted.” About this time, 


<« a gonorrhcea came on, and increaſed conſiderably. The 


<« ozzna got better, by often uſing: a ſaturnine lotion; 


te the ulcer on her palate remained ſtationary; the tibia 
<« leſſened a little, but continued very painful, while her 
ec pulſe. and ſecretions were not materially altered. 
« February if, thirty grains of the powdered muriate of 
e potaſh were given four, times, and ordered to be re- 
ce peated daily. th, the ſolution of potaſh ji in water, has 
« agreed; the palate is nearly healed; the noſe quite 
4e well; her pulſe and ſecretions remain much the ſame ; 


< but her tongue is not yet affected by the xemgdy : the - 


« only new occurrence was an ardor urinæ, the two laſt 


« days. 17 uſt before this period, 1 * been favoured 


N 2 Fe with 


8 
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| ee n a Editindication from the ſurgeons of Wool 
4 wich Hoſpital, concerning the cauſe and the remedy of 
„this heat in the urine of patients taking. oxygenated | 
& muriate of potaſh; in conſequence of which, I de- 
< creaſed the daily quantity of that remedy to only thirty 
"28 grains. On the Bth, the heat and ſecretion of her 
s urine were leſſened ; but ſhe had taken ninety grains 
ee during the laft two days. I directed it to be continued 
in the ſame proportion,—12th, her noſe has got worſe 
s theſe four days.—ISth, again her noſe is better ; but 
'& the gonorrhœa remains undiminiſhed, I therefore 
ordered a vitriolic injection.— 1th: this day ſhe has 
Khad a violent pain in her head, with giddineſs, vo- 
* miting, and purging: the medicine was now entirely 
c diſcontinued. The gonorrhœa has leſſened; her ſali- 
& vary glands are not at all affected; her tongue is not 
yet white; her pulſe beats 100 in a minute. — 20th, 
„the vomiting and looſeneſs are better; but the pain 
. and giddineſs are ſtill exceſſive; her pulſe has riſen to 
« x06; venereal eruptions are appearing under the hair 
c in the nape of her neck. I ſuſpended” all medical 
treatment, in order to ſee the farther progreſs of the 
*« ſymptoms ; but ſhe went out of the. Cage and re- 
4 © turned no more.” . | | 
TRE letter alluded to re bol Dr. Rollo to 15. 
| - Blair ſerves to ſtrengthen the obſervation, that the 
effects of the oxygenated muriate of potaſh have been 
"rendered abortive, in many caſes, by =” or nary 
l of the medicine. | "} | 
"DI: ROL TO ſays, © It would appear, ale in certain 
OE conftitutions and ſtates of the ſtomach, the oxygenated | 
OO . muriate of potaſb, when given in large doſes, inſtead of | 
=_ 75; producing its uſual effects upon the conflitution, runs off 
=_ . bc urine, 6 In _ vaſes, the patient gene- 
. 3 „„ 
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c rally complains of ſparpneſs and heat : of urine, with. 


4 frequent defire to paſs it.“ This fact was detected by, 
a ſimple proceſs, which is then related, and may be 
ſeen. on INE Mr. Blair's pamphlet. £ 


CASE VII. 


Hay this patient's conſtitution not been ſo de- 
ranged at firſt by the largeneſs of the doſes of the 


oxygenated muriate of potaſh, we have every reaſon. 


to ſuppoſe it would have been ſucceſsful, if e 
managed. i | 


"uh ELIZABETH Hanpy, 33 years of age, was on 


& into the Lock, January the 18th, at which time ſhe 


cc had a gonorrhœa, with nocturnal painsMn her ſhins,” 
« and ſyphilitic eruptions. I ordered her the pills of 


© ox ygenated muriate of potaſh, as in the laſt caſe. No 
6 alteration of any kind took place before the 29th of 


cc January, when the nocturnal pains were aggravated. A 
« She then had increaſed the number of her pills to 12 


e ina day. February the 24, the quantity of her urine 


ce was augmented ; ſhe had a white tongue; her pulſe 


ewas very feeble, and beat 88 times in a minute; the 


c pains were as yet not alleviated, nor was there an 
e amendment in the other ſymptoms. The potaſh was 
« hereafter uſed in powder, half a drachm four times 


* 


c a day. Sth, her pulſe was rendered much more fre- 


« quent (104); her tongue was very white; a diarrhœa 
& had come on theſe two days paſt; ſhe perſpired a 
« little; and her urine. was, increaſed. The preceding 
cc letter from Dc. Rollo induced me- to. diminiſh the 
«c quantity of potaſh, this day, from an hundred and 
c twenty, to only thirty grains; J alſo. ordered a grain of 
8 opium to be taken at bed- time, n for three. nights. 

| MS „ 


- % 


. rath, her pulfe was very feeble, ad beat 124 in 
te 2 minute; an extreme degree of erethiſm and tremor 
e came on, accompanied with ſevere pain in her head, 
* confuſed : intellect, di ſordered flomach, and other inconve- 

| © niences ariſing from the medicine; her gonorrhea alſo 
cc was greatly increaſed, although ſhe had hitherto uſed 
<« an aſtringent injection; but the venereal ſpots now- 
<« looked paler; the oxygenated muriate of potaſh was 

e omitted, in conſequence of the unpleaſant ſymptoms it 

cc had occaſioned. 15th, all the complaints laſt men- 
ce tioned had gone off, and even the gonorrhœa was 
ce lefſened, without having uſed any of the injection theſe 
te three days. Her gums and falivary glands were un- 
& affected by this treatment. I could not but think tho 
« new medicine was, in this caſe, inefficient, and there- 
c fore directed a courſe of mercurial ointment. All her 

& venereal complaints gave way in a ſhort time; and on 
< the 26th of April, I diſcharged her, perfectly well.” 
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1 could have been expected; far the nitrous 
acid was only given a week, and the oxygenated mu- 
riate of potaſh twelve days. As the potaſh in this caſe 

was given more cautiouſly, it therefore did not diſagree. 
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CASE IX. 


APPEARs to have been the moſt, impartial adminiſtra- 

tion of the new medicine to this patient of all Mr. B's 

| caſes. The acid was given for forty-two days ; and the | 

= :- muriate of potaſh was taken to the quantity of ſeventy- 
i drachms; and from neither was any relief obtained; 

= and then an apparently perfect cure was obtained by 
- * But here it may be obſerved, that the ulti- 

mats 


Py 


„ 


mate cure by mercurial ointment was ſurpriſingly rapid, 


and. that the inaccuracy of Mr. B's reports has ſo often 


appeared, that one cannot but receive with the greateſt 


caution every circumſtance related by him. 


CA5E X; 
Nor mich in favour of the antivenereal properties 


of oxygenated muriate of potaſh, nitrous acid, or mer- 


curial inunction; for this patient returned, relapſed, 


a fourth time, to Mr. Blair, after apparent cures; and 


notwithſtanding having uſed, at different times, one 


hundred and forty- ſeven drachms of blue mercurial 
ointment, and ninety-ſeven drachms of calomel oint- 


ment. What would have been ſaid, if ſuch a circum- 


tance as this had occurred under treatment with the 


new remedies? Here would have been ſubject for 
exultation to ſome. In fine, it juſtifies more and more 
the propriety of ſeeking for ſomething more certain than 


even mercury itſelf, and urges us to eſtabliſh (as far as 


with truth we can) the antiſyphilitic properties of the 
new ſubſtances, when we find that mercury {the only 


reſource we had till lately) ſo deplorably ineffęctual, even 


under the judicious auſpices of Mr. Blair. 


-m 


"CASE" EL - 


THE nitrous acid was ineffectually adminiſtered for 


forty- two days; and alſo ſeven ounces and five grains of 
the potaſh were alſo given without benefit, when the 


patient was chred by mercury. „ 
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. "This ſituation of this gentleman, as ſurgeon to the "Y 
Hoſpital, afforded him opportunities ſuperior to moſt others; 
and his known character for induſtry, ability and integrity give 


ſuch weight to his teſtimony as muſt powerfully influence the 


| public 1 in _ deciſion hereafter to be formed on this ſubject. 


: Britib Critic Jah, 1798, P. 75. 


ax 
— ——cn li 


ALTHOUGH the caſes here vecited, ſixty in number, ſeem 


deciſive of the inadequacy of the new medicines to cure the 


_ venereal diſeaſe in any of its ſtages ; yet as the ſubject is of the 
utmoſt importance, and an opinion contrary to that which is 
here attempted to be eſtabliſhed is held by perſons of reſpecta- 


* 


| bility, Mr. Blair contents himſelf in this publication with re- 


lating the facts, leaving it to his readers to draw their con- 
cluſions. | | Ibid. p. 756. 


— — 


Tar manly and deciſive tone in which he (Dr. Parkes finally 


delivers his own opinion on the ſubje& of pneumatic medicine, 


with which the public have been ſo long and ſo idly amuſed, 
does him credit; as well as his deciſion on. the value, or 
rather the inutility, of the nitric and other acids in venereal 


affections. Ibid. Auguſt 1798, p. 123. 


6c A SUMMARY view of the atteſtations which have hitherto 
4ç been borne to the efficacy of the new remedies” is given 
with much candour, but at the ſame time with occaſional 


cc and juſt ſtrictures on the evidence and on the ae 


„which have been drawn from it.” 
? Medical Review, 225 1798, P. 1 155. 
c TEE ſucceſs of the new remedies in the caſes ES have 


% quoted above, is ſmall indeed; and the remainder * not 


« afford a more favourable reſult; ** 
Aa. p. 8 
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Obſervations « on ſome Paſſages of a Publication entitlid, 
Eſſays on the Venereal Diſeaſe, and its concomitant 
Aﬀetions, illuſtrated by a Variety of Caſes. Eſſay J. 
Part I. Sc. By William Blair, A. M. Surgeon f 

the Lock Hoſpital and Aſylum, and of the Old Ain as? 
Diſpenſary. —T7ohnſon, and other Bookſellers, 1798. - 


* 


1 HAVE mentioned my EE for noticing this pro- 
duction ; they ſtill appear to me irreſiſtible, There are 
others which would render ſuch notice highly proper. 
Commendations which cannot fail to have weight with 
A certain portion of the public, I have already placed 
under the reader's eye. Theſe demonſtrate its effects on 
profeſſed critics; men, no doubt, of extenſive informa- | 
tion, and not to be ſuſpected of raſhnefs, inattention, 
favour, or malice - much leſs of cabal or colluſion, which, 
in ſuch a queſtion, would be villainy of a dye little leſs 
deep than aſſaſſination. Since with judges who thus exer- . 
ciſe their authority over literature in the genuine fpirit 
of the elder Brutus, it ranks ſo high, what muff be its 
impreſſion on readers remote from the, ſources of in- 
formation, and too unſuſpecting to ſearch for traces of 
1 miſrepreſentation or miſtake? On this account alone, 
therefore, would it not be right, if this impreſſion be 
a falfe one, to try to remove it from the minds of weak 
brethren, leſt they ſhould be deterred from reſorting to 
probable means of rg: their patients from pain and 
death? 5 
ONE circumſtance is forcibly ſtated by the writer, and 
his eulogiſt. But I know not whether it will have great 
influence, except with the inconſiderate. The Lock 
8 cannot be denied to afford its ſurgeons noble op- 
: 8 1 5 | portunities. 
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( 192 ) 


| portunities. But mere opportunity is of very ambiguo N * 


import: it may amount to much; it may amount to 


almoſt nothing. | Had thoſe whom various cauſes have 3 
helped to opportunities, been by them alone enabled to 
ſettle important queſtions in the ſcience of animal nature, 
our art had ſcarcely been what it now is. If opportunity 
of obſervation confer medical wiſdom, how ſhall we find 
terms reproachful enough for the memory of thoſe innu- 


merable poſſeſſors of opportunity, who not only have 


kid their treaſure during life, but ſuffered it t 40 deſcend 


| with them into the grave ? 


. In reality, will common ſenſe allow us to Seed 
on the ſcore of opportunity, before proof is exhibited of 
talents for uſing it well? Without ſuch proof, to pretend | 
to authority is to beg the queſtion. A ſurgeon of the 


Lock may eaſily in no reſpect but opportunity be 
ſuperior to a village apothecary. His patrons can beſtow 
the appointment: but can they beſtow alſo the moral 


and intellectual qualities neceſſary to turn it to the ad- 
vantage of mankind? And will thoſe who have the 
_ requilite qualifications fail to. find opportunity to exer- 


eiſe them on a diſeaſe ſo e common as ſyphilis ? 
I REAR, indeed, the Eſſayiſt's © known character for 


« induſtry, ability and integrity,” mentioned in a tone 


which will ſometimes paſs with the unwary for proof of 
- theſe qualities, where no. other exiſts., But < hnown,” | 
how, and to whom? by the teſtimony of numerous 
diſciples? or the more unequivocal teſtimony of, uſeful 
 vexitings, like Pott, Hunter, Default ; or known but in 
private, and not from having undergone a ſevere pro- 
bation? The Editor's acquaintance with modern me- 
1 literature muſt be very imperfect, if ſuch honourable 


notoriety exiſted. And no other is to the purpoſe: for 
What phyſician, ſurgeon, or apothecary, ſtands fo forlorn 


« 
0 Fo * — 


. j : 


tn 
In ſociety as nt we he able to procure a larger or ſmaller 
number of vouchers boy his 20 __ oP * in- 


« tegrity 2” "OY 5 
How, then, 0 a public- 98 A Eſfayil 


diſtinguiſhed above his brethren ?—It ſeems not, indeed, 


to have been with the critic an hour propitious to nice 


nefs of diſcrimination. - The ſecond quotation will ſhew 
that, in che very next page, within the compaſs of a 
ſingle ſentence, the Eſſayiſt is deſcribed as attempting 
© to eſtabliſh an opinion,” and yet as '© contenting him 
« ſelf with leaving it to his 3 draw . on 


_ « concluſions,” 


Ir it be be Mar We wa ee | 
ground for preſuming favourably-or unfavourably of the 
author, it remains'to enquire into the evidence afforded 
by his work. To talk of former merits, when a new per- 
formance is in 8 a den, -_ 
but trifling. 

Wur, among the quotations which form ſo e a 
part of the Eſſay, ſuch numbers are tricked out in italics 
and capitals not their own; whether any alarmiſt arts 


are played off againſt the propoſed innovation, merely as 


ſuch; and what ſigns appear of a diſpoſition not only to 
puſh every trifling argumentum ad hominem, but to cavil 
about fylables, let others pronounce. In theſe matters, 
incapable us they are of ne prodh VE will 


| follow previous feeling. 


" Troven, in the Aer an his WEARER Mr. Gm 
did ſpeak of nitrous acid as what he thought might ſame 
time ſuperſede mercury ; though, after ſeeing a human 
being as helpleſs as the trunk of à tree, and perhaps in 
early as great torture as if he had been on the rack, 
riſe ſound and eaſy from his bed, Mr. Baynton put a 
$ involving a dubious arenen 3 Who would 
"I -- | | Bs 


— 


0 


enyy, or who would 4 to elebrate a triunph over 
derbum ardenns 
Bur the cloſe examiner will, I believe, be. . 
on finding that theſe expreſſions, ſo often quoted and re- 
= quoted, are by no means what the Eſſay would make of 
= them. They are not offered, as deductions from facts, 
4 for public acceptance. Terms, implying doubt, are 
largely intermixed; and, on occaſion, the author appears 
co aim at provoking his readers to ſmile at his pious 
wiſhes. It is exceedingly remarkable, that where he 
ſtates the queſtion reſpecting the new ſpecific,” and 
flirſt quotes Mr. Scott, p. 12, the Eſſayiſt ſhould leave 
out a ſtring of words which reduce the ſubſtance of the 
paſſage from a mature opinion to a hope. Here i is the 
paſſage. The words omitted are thoſe diſtinguiſhed, by 
Italics. In ſome of my dreams for the improvement of 
«© the condition of nun, I even imagine that the poiſon of 
hs ſyphilis may, in a great meaſure, be extinguiſhed over 
e the face of the earth.” By the ſecond time of quotation, 
p. 31, the reader may have been ſo diſguſted by the extra- 
vagances unjuſtly imputed to Mr. Scott, as to be induced 
do ſtip over the paragraph. 1 | 
e Ix has ſeldom happened that an 1 ſo un- 
. "pg or ſo uncircumſpect, has been fixed upon 
« e not merely harmleſs (for they are too 
guardedly expreſſed to miſlead) but capable of animating 
reſearch by the brilliant proſpects they diſplay. It would, 
perhaps, be poſlible to prove, that in this way, 9 
. in medicine have actually ariſen. | 
Baynton's query appears as undeſerving animad- 
verſion as Mr. Scott > WC Jts tendency ſce:ns 
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15 „ 4 N Y preſent deſign 3 is ; to inveſtigate the real merits of this, 
EX new plan of treatment, with all poſſible candour _ circum- 
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to be 10 extend the Views of YI ROPER to the analog 
of nature. Hence the query may have its uſe, even 
though there ſhould not exiſt proper evidence of the curse 
of confirmed lues by American or other vegetables. 
Mr. Baynton and Dr. Beddoes ſeem. diſpoſed to con- 
« clude that the nitric acid is a ſpecific in venereal affeftions.” 
(Eflay, p. 56.) It is hard upon Mr. Baynton to be made 
a thorough-paced believer in a particular ſpecific, merely 
for aſking whether another ſpecific beſides mercury may 


not exiſt i in Europe. As to myſelf, I ſubſcribe. to this 


opinion, if limited to certain caſes. A8 a general in- 
ference, I have never ventured to embrace or avow it. 
II is aſcribed to me on the ground of a ſentence, which 


N the reader will find ſufficiently beſet with. terms imply. 


ing doubt: For ſome. ſcrofulous ulcers we ſeem to 
« have found a new ſpecific in ſorrel; for venereal and 
hepatic affections, an nitrous acid, ſuch as we poſſeſſed 
« before in mercury. I ſuppoſe it is no forced con- 


ſtruction to make the ee ſome and ſeem underſtood in 
the latter clauſe of the ſentence. This was doubtleſs my N 


meaning; and to avoid repeating verbs, pronouns, and 
adjectives in the ſame ſentence, is perfectly conformable 
to eſtabliſhed cuſtom. By ſuch as mercury, I mean 
ſimilar in effeft, not equal in degree of action. This would 
be too abſurd, when all Europe afforded but two caſes. . 
EveN at a. later period, when much evidence had 
accumulated, I did not riſque a general inference ; I re- 
ſtricted my expreſſions to the teſtimonies actually before . 
me; propoſing the collection of hundreds of caſes, and 
ſtating it as an undetermined problem, how fur the cure 


lues could be juſtifiably entruſted to the nitrous acid, in 
the firfl inſtance. —Circular Letter of Sept. 5, 1797. : 


BesIDEs this ſuppreſſion of terms uſed to-diſtinguiſh » 


— from inductions of facts; beſides this gene- 


9 Fr 3 | 


FS («gs 5 
ralifation of limited phraſes ; ; this ſinking of the moſt 
_ pointed paſſages in the authors whoſe. ſentiments are pro- 
feſſed to be exhibited ®, (as if to obtain a ſhort-ived 
victory over ſelf-fabricated extravagancies) there are ſtill 
ſtatements in the Eſſay, which tend to change ne. 
| the ſpirit of what thoſe anthors have written. "A 
I! characteriſing the evidence that had been produced 
nat the time of the appearance of my Reports [Reports 
principally concerning the Effects of Nitrous Acid in the 
Penerral Diſeafe. Jobnſon. 1797], I ſaid that © there 
c Was already in favour of the nitrous acid a far greater 
c fullneſs and variety of teſtimony than has ever 
&« been produced in favour of thoſe other ſubſtances that 
ac have at various times been propoſed as ſubſtitutes for 
e mercury. From the whole, it clearly reſults, that 
« here the conſtitution is broken, the habit feeble 
« or ſcrofulous, the cure ſhould always be attempted by 
e the nitrous acid, in ane to any other medi- 
s cine.“ Page 83, 84. Ws 
por this, Tam told that T ath deadly ati, 
that, by my own reckoning, not much above 100 cures 
were atteſted, and that Nicholas Poll mentions the cure 
| bf 3000 ſyphilitic patients, uno guaf et eodem tempore, by 
-  Yetoltion of guaiacum, and that other ſuch teſtimonies 
in behalf of other pretended antivenereal ſubſtances, 
might eaſily be produced. Eſſay, p. 58. ? 
I, this criticiſm have any fort of foundation, I have 
peen at leaſt unfortunate (for I was not careleſs) in my 
| language. 1 intended nothing leſs than to compare the 
number of cafes aſſerted to be cured by the nitrous acid, 
and by any n HOY not mercurial. I bad in 


„HA vix d exhibited hd ſubſtanee of what has been 8 
| 44 py practitioners i an ſupport of the. new. plan,” &C. 
. P. 197. 
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& the quantity of air too trifling for any 
p. 86 The pretenſions of oxygen gas, wn: ap- 
, 5 „ Np pear 
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view the explicitneſs of the greater number of reparts, 
the atteſtation of at leaſt two medical men to this 
majority, and their occurrence in. public hoſpitals, where 


they attracted the occaſional obſervation of other practi- 


tioners, Thus I conceived the evidence came abroad, 
more worthy of credit; and ſuch was the ſenſe 1 ws? 
my words will be found to convey. 
It faying that I thought (as 1 fil chink) mat in 
ſerofulous and feeble conſtitutions, where injury may 
be apprehended from the uſe of mercury, the cure of lues 
venerea ought to be attempted by nitrous acid, I could, 
as has been already remarked, have no ads <a re- 
commending the nitrous acid in ſcrofula. 

I cannot exactly ſay, that, in the n in- 
ſtance, my ſentiments are miſtated. But as thoſe who 


read the Eſſay, and not my Reports, will probably carry 


away a falſe conception, I hope I may be allowed to do 
myſelf the juſtice of confronting the two paſſages.— In Dr. 
„ Beddoes* Reports, page 86, an alluſion is made to 2 
„ caſe of ſyphilis where oxygen gas was thought beneficial, 
cc and he refers to the third Part of his Conſiderations on 
< FaQitious Airs, for the particulars of that caſe; which 


are related in a letter from Dr. Thornton, of London, 
ce dated May 5, 1795. As I have lately heard it affirmed, 


<« that oxygen gas has cured the lues venerea without the 
« aid of any other remedy, it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin 
< an abſtract of the cafe referred to, Eſſay, p. 92. In 
the Reports, after endeavouring to ſhe that no ſufficient 
reaſon exiſted for ſuppoſing antiſyphilitic remedies to act 
by their oxygen merely, I refer to this caſe, as in- 


concluſive in favour of the oppoſite opinion, adding that 


« the circumſtances are indiſtinct, and that I think 
effe g. Reports, 


4 
— 
3 


| „ | 
pear” ſtill worthy? of experimental ſcrutiny z and the 
pneumatic hoſpital, at re about to be a APA will 
determine their juſtneſs. 82 
LHA reaſon to know, ako nds of. 8 -contri- | 
butors to my Reports (without regretting that the author 
ol the Eſſay differs from them) feel diſſatisfaction at the 
manner in which their opinions are repreſented, and their 
Words taken up. They are at hand to right them- 
ſelves, if they do not conſider as beneath them à mere 
Perſonal diſpute. But as this is not the caſe with the 
moſt meritorious party in this affair; and as a Section, 
principally devoted to him, contains a moſt extraordinary 
cluſter of the Eſſayiſt's uſual candour, I ſhal! lay it before 
the reader, with ſome very conciſe remarks, - + + + 
«£4 Mr. W. Scott, in his firſt letter, confeſſes that 
«-in ſome caſes he had failed altogether ; but in thoſe 
<< caſes mercury had long been given to little purpoſe, the 
C bones were highly diſeaſed, and the habit. probably, of 
cc 7 peculiar kind. If it be ſaid that this confeſſion does 
cc not tend to leſſen the merits of the remedy, inaſmuch 
<« ag mercury itſelf, the grand ſpecific, had likewiſe 
cc failed; it may be replied, that a medicine which has 
„ ſuch ſuperior powers, and is ſo much more effica- 
< cious'+ than mercury (as many affirm) ought to evince 
its infallible + virtues © in all the forms of ſyphilis, and 
cc in every ſtage of its continuance.” But I fear ſomething | 
e ill, ſoon be. made public which is ſtill more dif- 
_ << advantageous to the novel ſyſtem of practice; for Dr. 
Is OI HAS RECEIVED. FROM MR. SCOTT .IN- 
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than once deceived the compoſitors and correctors. 
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Wh STRUCTIONS 10 $UPPRESS: WHAT HE SAYS 
© ABOUT THE EFFECT OF BATHING, AS HE IS NOT 
* SATISFIED WITH HIS'TRIALS;* Medical men will 
-< doubtleſs be impatient to know = cauſe of this re- 
c traQtation !” Eſſay, p. 114, 115. | | 
Ox cauſe immediately precedes this 15 age Sblrvationt 
A ſecond, no doubt, is, that Mr. Scott would not for 
a moment run the hazard of miſleading the public. 
I cannot but wiſh that the author had named ſome 
| among the ©< many,” who aſſert the ſuperior general 
efficacy of nitrous acid, or its infallibility. If blind 
adherents, who more frequently bring diſgrace on a good 
cauſe than even unfair adverſaries, hold this language 
only in private, the circumſtance makes nothing to- the 
queſtion. But among thoſe who have publiſhed their 
_ obſervations or opinions, it would be difficult, I imagine, 
to diſcover © many,” or even any, who have employed 
this hyberbolical ſtyle. | Beſides thoſe already named, the 
ſurgeons of the Plymouth Hoſpital, and the gentlemen 
of Woolwich, are the principal. Of theſe, the former 
profeſs to keep themſelves in ſuſpenſe reſpecting the 
general queſtion; and though the latter avow high 
expectations, yet they are content to expect. Thus 
Mr. Cruickſhank : „If theſe remedies ſhould be found, 
from furt experience, to be adequate to the cure of 
ce this diſeaſe in all its ſtages, the advantages which 
e they poſleſs over mercury are fo * and important, 
cc that they muſt ſoon ſuperſede its uſe.” See Dr. Rollo 
on Diabetes, II. 201. This is not pronouncing that, 
upon the then evidence, they ought to ſuperſede its \uſe- 
Though ſome readers of the Eſſay would perhaps carry 
away a perſuaſion that this had been pronounced; and 
I am afraid, on comparing Mr. Cruickſhank's words, as 
1 are exhibited with Italics, p. 39 of the Eflay, with 
els | O7 =" "+ TR. 
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p. 114, which I 3 juſt quoted, they would think that 
the phraſe, © being far the moſt efficacious and certain,” 
relates to mercury and the new remedies comparatively 
conſidered ; whereas they concern only nitrous acid and 
the oxygenated muriate of potaſh, Dr. Rollo, in his 
Preface to Vol. II. ſays indeed, that theſe ſubſtances are 
ce likely to turn out” preferable to mercury. But is he, 
who repreſents a thing as promiſing to become ſuch or 
ſuch to, be fixed ore as abſolutely reſponſible for the 
event ? | | 
„ Some gentlemen 1 the Eſlay, p. 115) wal 
“ umbrage at the following expreſſion in my circular 
cc letter of the 17th of October laſt : Wie have been in- 
« formed that above 100 bad caſes ſtand atteſted as cured 
ct beyond all reaſonable doubt ; But, on impartially era | 
« mining the evidence brought forward reſpecting them, 
« there is ground to conelude that this declaration has not 
c been verified by legitimate examples.---It may now be 
« aſked, whether the truth of this obſervation does not 
cc begin to appear? Mr. S. is not ſatisfied: with his 
« trials, and wiſhes to ſuppreſs what he has ſaid about 
cc the effects of nitrous bathing; although, a few months 
cc ago, he was of opinion that his caſes were DECISIVE, 
c and that they afforded THE MosT SATISFACTORY | 
„ EVIDENCE in fayour of his acid bath, which was 
« STILL MORE EFFECTUAL FRAN ITS INTERNAL 
cc USE. 77” 

80 hs, Mr. $cott's REP 9 in ed to one 
method of treatment, is to baſtardiſe not only the fruits 
of his own experience in another mode, but thoſe alſa of 
the probably more ample experience of others To this 

incredible logic I do not recollect that my reading has 
furniſhed me with a parallel, except in an advertiſement 


. Ow. * Syrups which (by. inſinuation) 
| | War ns 


=. tf 


(- 201. ) 5 f 
warns the public againſt the uſe of agua fortis. in the re- 
nereal diſeaſe, becauſe the muriate of barytes given 
to horſes for the terer, had ee e ä 
death -.. 
IA Mr, 8. has n. too an and arenas. 
64 turely on one part of his experience, may We not 
” juſtly apprebend that be has on the ** 1 * 
Eſſay, p. 116. 

Suck a rule for the imputation of error, att hear 
too hard, I fear, on human infirmity. Shall he who has 
rranſgreſſed one article of the decalogue, bave all the 
crimes. it ſprbids laid to his charge? The temark apr 
pears to ſuggeſt at leaſt a reaſon for Mr. Scott's haſte to 
retract; viz. that he might eſcape ſuch obſervations. 
But he has not, it ſeems, been in tige. 

I have repeatedly been told, that 3 of the alice 
« practitioners in Edinburgh have ſeen relapſed caſes, ' 


Hs is the main part of this precious document. I find 
my ſpirit ſo ſubdued by occupation * the n that I can 
ſtoop to copy a quack biilIl. 5 f 
„ 5 CHEMICAL. QUACKERY: R 
60 1 a ſec is now ariſing, in the boſom of the Faculty, whkiah 
ct eſtabliſhed practitioners call CHEMICAL QUACKS, and it prae- 
40 tiſes principally with chemical poiſons, ſuch as agua leni, 
1 called nitric acid, muriate of barytes, &c. it may be proper in 
« a perſon who uſes a bland and effectual preparation of 
; 40 vegetables in ſimilar caſes, without danger, and without 
44 exchanging an apparent and temporary. cure for perpetual 
« ailment and infirmity, to apprize the public, that the Society 
* of Heulth in Paris has tried the moſt celebrated of theſe 
4 medicines firſt on two horſes in the farey; that they were 
4 both apparently cured, and in about a fortnight both dropt 
4 down dead; and the Society gave notice that the medicine 
« is dangerous. Copied from a Cambridge Intelligencer. ' _ 
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of Anlch were brneny thought eure! is the * 
; « Indies. of - F402 
flo treated? by nitrous acid! Au if b, = Is" te 
| like the hiſtory of mercurials, Poſſibly, the Eaſt India 


; practitioners have ſeen relapſed caſes formerly thought ; 
cured at Edinburgh. If we knew but ſomething of the 
treatment and of the ö of, the laid ee - 


caſes ! 


WN Ax y and damits with this e en Jeter 5 
| You aid fo, and Nay; but T ſaid ſo, I finiſh with two re- 


-  narkable” circumſtances reſpecting the original facts re- 
Hated in the Eſſay.— The author's circular getter bears 
date October 10, 1797 : at leaſt, this, I ſuppoſe from 
p. 35 to be the date of that which I tranſmitted to my 

liſher, by whom the original was not returned me. 


I ſee Oct. 'x5th mentioned i in the Eſſay as the date. But 
a day ſignifies not much; and there may liave been two 


editions. However this be, the nature and extent of the 
author's experience, when he denounced & the new prac- 
tice on the 10th or ryth of October, 1797, deſerves the 
attention of all who would form a Juſt opinion concern- 
ing the, evidence in this great queſtion. They will dif. 
cover, perhaps with aftoniſhment,, that his trials had 
been hitherto but few, and the reſults or progreſs not en- 
| tirely unfavourable, T-can reckon them up in a ſhoxt 
e = s + by the dates. _. 


- 
2 


th * en it eee leſs thin @ denunciation appears from 


the motto np, leſs than from the circular letter itſelf. The | 
| motto was, % Artequer une erreur eft. le. droit commum d tous les 
I bommes z en medefine, ce un dewyir. Et celui qui Peſt. con; 


p” =, "duces 2 a. conſervation. des citgyens: ne doit pas craindre de 
e $' elever,conre les prejuges dont. il connali les e er 


11 1 * bene 9 une ve rit er ery Ons) 20 
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CASE 1. 1 | 8 res 


YR 125; April 4—Diſmiſſed, apparently Sick 4 by ni | 
trous acid had e taken e heard 
1 . e 
W ee Kt eee To ee eee 
P. 164. April 10—Medicine taken from the a to 
the 17th only—preſcribed' at firſt in the doſe of 4 
drachms—patient complained heavily of. pain, nauſea 
and cold in the ſtomach; ſaying. the mercury (previouſly 
taken) had done him "OY but that this medicine. bag not. | 
Wust 9 | A e piggy 2 
CASE 111. ; „„ 
P. 466. May 11—Puſtular eruptions 5 FEY 
of nitrous acid produced gripes and ſickneſs at firſt— 
then agreed well continued to the 8th of June—after 
rubbing in 12 drachms of mercurial ointment, pots * 
6 by the ointment. . _ 


> 


CASE IV. 


p. 126. Sept. 21ſt—Bubo—ſlight 3 3 | 
by gonorrhœa - rubbed in a drachm of mercurial oint- OM 
ment on the 16th, 18th, and 20th—on the 21ſt, began 
1 acid—2 ann the 2 t of n Wi 5 f 
| CASE v. 5 29! | 


3 128. Odober 5th—Nitrous acid—2 1 occa- _ "i 
5 ſioned vomiting, pain in the bowels, and. general tre- 
mor with more ſyrup, it agreed well. By the 16th of 5 
October, one bubo ee a Bale. 


. CASE V1. 


en 240 - Ofober ane the öth No effect of the 
* pitfous acid I a ardent to gn th, * ? 


2 83 
i 
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. CASE VII. 
p. POE bth—Nirrous acid (2: W at art 


5 cauſed violent pain and fickneſs every doſe—on adding 
8 oz. of ſyrup, agreed well—OR. 12th, ſpots faded— 
17th, ulcerations of palate healed—Till Nov. 2d, getting 
| * omnia in pow Tuere. 


1 


F CASE III. 
P. n Oct. 6— Two drachms of nitrous acid "oY 
diſagreed medicine ſweetened, and next reduced to one 


drachm— Warm bath— Oct. 16, his noſe is well, and 


his pains are alleviated—The pra 8 * cut 


of ſhort the trial. 


Tusk are, I think, all the caſes de der 11th, 


1797. , Thoſe occurring between the xIth and 17th 
could throw no. light on the powers of the medicine. 


Though three out of five exhibited favourable, or not 
unfavourable appearances about the date of the circular 
letter, (Eflay, pages. 130-2, 188), and the two other 
caſes afford no ee . e (pages 


13% 222.) 


On conſidering this abſtract, or recurring to the 
original, many readers would certainly- pronounce that 
the treatment with the nitrous acid was full of promiſe; 


no reader, I believe, would pronounce if diſcouraging. 
How, then, is the contradiction between the obſerved 


facts and the circulated judgment to be explained ? 
Whether the author reſolved to daſh at reputation, 
without conſidering that reputation is of two ſorts, 
I know not. 1 have not a certain cle to 1 motives *. 


1 


Was he in haſte to c ſome other — in the con- 


demnation of nitrous acid and the muriate? Did he find it 
neceſſary to diſpatch his circular letter, leſt mine ſhould have ſo 


much the ſtart as to Weiten FO the choiceſt communications ? 


ir n 
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But I doubt whether any court. of * 8 : 
exact, intelligent, and juſt, would concede much to the 


almoſt unvaried catalogue of ſubſequent. diſappoint- | 
ments, Any one who chooſes ey SONAR, have as 


many failures as patients. 


The reader will examine the 1 of 5 prac- 
tice brought forward againſt the Eſſay by my cor- 
reſpondent. _ Should that not be deemed. valid, theſe 
reports may have their uſe in directing thoſe who will be 
at the pains to ſtudy them, what mode of proceeding 
they ought to avoid. The oxygenated muriate of potaſh, - 
for example, was adminiſtered in pills. Mr. Cruick- 
ſhank, who gave it in a liquid form, has found, that if a 
certain impreſſion be made on the ſtomach, the ſalt will 
paſs off in the urine undecompoſed. (See above, p. 109.) | 
Now poſlibly ſuch impreſſion may be beſt avoided by 
a certain degree of dilution. Moreover, when either the 
muriate or acids operate ſo roughly as in many caſes 
deſcribed in the Eſſay, they can hardly be expected, upon 
the analogy of mercury, to cure the venereal diſeaſe.  _ 

It is pity the author did not turn his knowledge of | 
the action of mercury to a more ſatis factory account. 


Under mercurial courſes, the ſymptoms ſometimes ap- 


pear aggravated or ſtationary. Then, according to the 
ſtate of the conſtitution, or without any clear indication, 
the prudent practitioner varies his plan. He perhaps 
ſubſtitutes opium or the bark for mercury, changes 
the mercurial preparation, or, it may be, Planten 28 
doſe. 

1 have been informed, that the oxygenated muriate 
is not unfrequently ſeen to produce. eruptions, and that 


' theſe eruptions diſappear without i injury, even though the 
medicine be perſevered in. Perhaps the eruptions which 


ſtruck the Eſſayiſt as ſingular, and ſeem to have in- 
duced him to deſiſt from the muriate. But mercury | 
RON | yy 5 g 9 4 * 1 : ſome | / 


- ("1 
_ fometimes produces. elfects not very ifferent,——Sec 
5 Hunter, p. $70. | 

My readers have heard a vague FORT: TER teien 
5 It is a queſtion ſcarce inferior in e den to "oe. of 
um firſt removal of the ſymptoms. a 
Tux Letter and Eſſay both object to Primacy * 
recent caſes, as indeciſive, becauſe ſpontaneous 1 - 
ſometimes takes place. 

Now each of theſe objections will 11 to mer- 
cury. There is, as yet, no reaſon to ſuppoſe the 
balance of relapſes againſt the new remedies. And 
the natural cure might be equally alleged againſt 
the mercurial treatment, if the number of caſes, ſome 
of which we muſt ſuppoſe incurable by nature, did 

not obviate the objection. But I imagine the number of 
primary caſes, reported as cured by nitrous acid and 
by the oxygenated muriate, now entirely excludes this 
ſuſpicion. Indeed I do not ſee how it could ſtand againſt 
the caſes in Dr. Rollo's and Mr. Cruickſhanks' work 
and my Reports, taken together. Some paſſages in the 
following letter will afford ſatisfaction on one, at leaſt, 


8 of theſe points. . 85 


— 4 « 


125 LETTER FROM MR. HAMMER. | 


6 B Hoſpital, Phe, 
DAR Sin, „„ 1% 
ACCORDING to yout requeſt; I now do myſelf the | 
honour of ſtating to you the number of patients cured in 
my wards, by. the nitrous acid, Vince the communication A 
caſes in November laſt. It appears that thirty-ſeven men 
have been diſcharged to their reſpective ſhips, or to 
quarters, cured, by the acid alone, of different ſtages « of 
the venereal diſcaſe 5 that fourteen f the above number 


had not taken any 9 neither had they made uſe 
TT « -"W 
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ef -any-topical application; but * had uſed; 


different preparations of mercury on board their ſhips, | 
ſome of them to a. great extent, under which their 
diſorders gained ground, and their health became mani- £ 


| feſtly impaired; ſixteen, men only have. been received 


into. thoſe wards, during the above time, for gonorrhea ; 5 


of which, five had all the appearances and ſymptoms of 


the gonorrhea virulenta ; the remaining eleven, of the 
benign claſs; and I have the ſatisfaction of declaring, 
that all of them were cured by the nitrous acid drink, 
without the aid of bleeding, purgatives, regimen, or any 
of the common methods of cure. In all theſe caſes of 


gonorrbœa, (as ſoon as the heat of. urine, chordee, and 


other inflammatory fymptoms went off), we threw up an 
injection, compoſed of from four to ſixteen drops of the 
nitrous acid, in eight ounces of water: no diſagreeable 


ſymptoms ever followed its uſe, neither were we A 


to have recourſe to any other method of cure. x 
Bur whilſt I am thus extolling the uſe of the ! ſans 
"acid Mabel caſes. of ſucceſs, let it not be ſuppoſed that I 
mean to ſay that it has not. failed: it has failed in many | 
inſtances ; 3 but this failure of the nitrous acid has deen i in 
not conquering the U ymptoms at firſt ; for, when once 
removed, they have. never, to my knowledge, occurred 


again; neither did any of che patients, before they were 
diſcharged, complain of any diſorder about them; and as 


the greater part of the men belong to ſhips conſtantly in 
and out of this port, is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that, 
had the diſeaſe broken out ane w, they would have been 
ſent to this Hoſpital? for, ſince we firſt began to give 
the nitrous acid in April, 1797, and notwithſtanding the 
number of men who have been diſcharged, cured by it, 
we have never yet ſeen nor heard of any one man in 
- which the diſeaſe had appeared: again ip any form what- 


ever; 


[!] 


en (4) 


ever 3 ; und? PD aſſured, Sir, ſhould ſuch a caſe oecur, 
1 will immediately do myſelf the honour of tranſmitting 
the particulars of it to you: but we will for a moment 
ſuppoſe that the diſeaſe had made its appearance again in 
two or three inſtances; ought that to diſcourage gentle- 
men from giving the nitrous acid? Do we not too oſten 
find the venereal diſeaſe appearing again after the beſt 


conducted courſes of 1 mercury, under the moſt eminent of 


the profeſſion; yet that does not diſeourage the uſe of 


mercury; ought it therefore to hold good with regard-to 


the nitrous acid, which (it is agreed upon all hands) 
does not injure the conſtitution, under the longeſt 
courſes, in the moſt debilitated and ſcrofulous habits ? 
From the whole of the obſervations We have been able 
to make, it appears that the nitrous acid ſucceeds better 
in chancres, indurated and phagedenic buboes, excoria- 


tions about the anus, ſcrotum and pubes, phymoſis, 
warts on the prepuce and glans, blotches on the face 
and ſcalp, than in the other ſymptoms of this diſorder ; 


and we think the moſt adviſable method to be purſued in 
almoſt all caſes is, to begin with the nitrous acid; and 


| if, after three weeks or a month's continuance, it ſhould 


be found that the ſymptoms have not relented; then it 
would be right to diſcontinue the acid, and give mercury 
in ſome form or other, for a ſhort time (not ſo long as to 
produce a mercurial habit), and then to begin anew with 
the acid. In ſeveral caſes, the ſymptoms appear to yield 


+very-flowly to mercury, where the nitrous acid had been 


previouſſy given unſucceſsfully; more particularly in 


ive caſes, the penis has fwollen to an alarming ſize, and 

'required the mercurial courſe to be puſhed on 4e an 

. "unuſual extent before the diſeaſe gave way. The nitrous 

acid has never in any inſtance produced the ſmalleſt 

1 diſpoſition 3 * 8 a A OE quantity we 


7} have 


4 


4 


WM have” ever given was n Tian dare 4 4 
ng of a truly ferofulous habit, who was received for a ver 


large phagedenie bubo, with phymoſis and chaneres, 

who took, in four months and five days, 307 drachms 7 

le- of the acid, when he was diſcharged, cured of this com + 
plaint, although he was deemed unſit for the ſervice, on | 
account of the ſcrofula.—Tt is a matter of great ſur- 
priſe to hear, that ſome practitioners at a diſtance have 
not been able to cure ſyphilis, in any of its ſtages, bythe 
acid. It is to be hoped, time will elucidate this myſtery, = 
and ſhew the reaſon of 'their failure, who have not to w_— 
_ contend with the prejudices of ſeamen, the defire of 

avoiding the ſervice or their ſhips, feigning complaints, 

. CONN ANLTND remain in an 
Hoſpital. (9 

1 e ag this: Jaives; I Sia i addrefing 

nan earneſt requeſt to the gentlemen who have been pleaſed 
to ſay, that . we have not attended to thoſe criteria'by | 
4s which the venereal is ſo eaſily diftinguiſhed from other —_ 


. 


rens DS 


ve. 


3 

d ment, what the diſeaſe is, which we are daily accuſtomed 

a to receive into chis Hoſpital, ae 

t * and treated as venereal.” 

ee; 

5 0 5 ha v1 Jap e Hauntcs, Jun. : | 

Y To Dr. Bzppors. i 

5 As Mr. Hammick has given me no ſubſequent account 

| oth relapſe ; and as he could not be unmindful of his 

ä conditional promiſe, it muſt be e chat no . „ 

2 „ 5 
Tux inſinuations, therefore, ret 11 the wats. - 5 5 9 


bility of ſpontaneous et and from the non- 
| per- 
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permanency of cures, are, in the preſent: ſtate of out 
information, of no avail againſt the new medicines. 


There is a particular ſtatement (Eſſay, p. 218, 219); 


which might be interpreted in diſparagement of the treat- 


ment by nitrous acid in the Plymouth Hoſpital. But 
that ſtatement is groſsly erroneous. It is this: John 


Nowland, after being apparently eured of gonorrhcea 
and phymoſis, had, on the right tibia, a ſwelling fix 
inches long; on the left, a node not larger than a 
gooſe's egg. In both legs, he felt excruciating noc- 


turnal pains. He became the Eſſayiſt's patient, March 23, 


1798. J ordered him one drachm of the nitrous acid, 
4 diluted with a quart of water, to be taken daily. It 


. was increaſed to two drachms on the 27th of March, 
«and agreed perfectly well. No amendment took place 
in his ſymptoms until April 5th; when his pains had 

de become eaſier. © I now applied bliſters to each of the 
< nodes, which reduced their ſize conſiderably *. , 13th, 


« the pain ſtill diminiſhes, and the acid gives him an 
« excellent appetite. T9th, I repeated the bliſters. They 
< again reduced the nodous ſwellings : the pain in them 
4 is very trifling. 27th, the nodes have leſſened more 
« and more: they are at preſent quite eaſy. con- 


c tinued the acid till the 7th of May; at which time, he 


< informed me of his having been previouſl treated in a 


e ſimilar manner at the Plymouth Hoſpital. His ac- 


count was, that he had been admitted there in the 


beginning of December laſt, and that he was diſ- 
« charged as an invalid unfit for ſervice, after taking | 


_ $a e onh two es.” at Eng a tote vne to 


4 0 


Mar one not 5 how it ol Wa fo poſitively ee e 


chat this effect was produced by the. external, rather than the 
1 internal means ? Is it not to be lamented that bliſters were uſed 
before it could poſſibly be known what Mm acid would do? 


« Thar 


— 


mouth and bowels became fo Extremely bad, after 15 


dc indeed one of them had intirely diſappeared j his pains 


to the Eſſay is dated June 21ſt. 


tows 


. Tur the <a: pains had in this caſe been 4 
« „el removed by the acid, was evident j but how 
hay long the patient would continue well, was very un- 
&* certain. I judged, partly from my late experience, 


& and partly from the man's account, that his relief . 4 
& would probably be only temporary; 1 therefore dd 


« not chooſe to diſmiſs him without endeavouring, by « 2 
4 courſe of mercury, to procure him permanent relief. — 

Mercurial ointment was rubbed in, one drachm in 24 1 
hours; but his gums were ſoon affected; and his ẽ 


drachms, that the ointment was left off, and. the fourth 
part of a grain of muriated mercury given night 
and morning. It is added, that © his nodes were now 
« ſtlll more leſſened,” (what / without bliſters 2) © and 


“e alſo had quite left him. The ptyaliſm at preſent 
©« amounts to about one pint in a day.”— The uſe of 
muriated mercury commenced _ 1 and the preface 


Ir were to be wiſhed that this £ man n 3 been | LEE ; 


croſs- examined into confeſſion of the truth. Then, per- 


haps, the nitrous acid would not have been deprived of 


; the honour of a ' brilliant” cure of confirmed lues. For 


how widely Nowland's account departed from the truth, 
will be manifeſt from the following document: "ED 


— 


era ae ad verſary might diſpute this ee to 


the acid. For, beſides the poſſibility of nodes and pains going 
off ſpontaneouſly, why ſhould we have two powers for the 
operation on the nodes: Are not bliſters ſaid to remove pains, 


. and to diminiſh ſwellings ? (Hunter, p · 356.) Why, then, may . 


| dener before the Bliflers were applied?” Then why might not 


not they have eaſed the pains here too? becauſe they were 


nitrous acid habe Iikewiſe ——— the: ** as it Has 
done in other CANES. | | FE, 
F 1 EXTRACT £2 
| 9 1 Ry 3 


? 


nder ar ry LETTER ben . KANUICK. » 
0 3 the 18 nah. in which, Jobs 


| Nawland, who has been ſaid to have taken. a ſour medi- 
ine here for tus month, was entered, we find that the 


above patient was received into this Hoſpital on the th oc 


December, 1797, put. on the nitrous acid drink the 8th, 


inyalided about the 16th, and that he quitted the Hoſpital 


on the 29th of the ſame month, baving taken the drinle 


anlx twenty days, inſtead of twa months. Nothing can 
point out the deplorahleneſs of this man's caſe, at that 


time, better than his being invalided in about ten days 
after his arrival here, it being a general rule not to bring 
any wen forward as objects for ſurvey, unleſs they have 


bee, meer ona, ine Gs 34, $2 nile, erg | 


very ITO and apparent caſes, 


I amy ke. , 1 3 4 1 
STzpnen Hauuiex, Juns- 
Ts Hopi tal, Ben Sept. 0. 19. 


* 


On what falſe 3 eredulity imputes cures 8 
failures to different practices, is ſhewn hy the daily 
hiſtory of medicine and quackery. The following pre- 


tended relapſe was lately notified to me as an objection 


to the uſe of nitrous acid. It may find. its. way into 
print as a document to this effect. A gentleman with ve- 
nereal ulcers of the fauces, and a general copper-coloured 
eruption, applied to me. 1 did not think the opinions of 
the patient and of thoſe who ſurrounded him, would 


= permit me to attempt the cure without mercury. "I. 
3 ordered Pigrcurlal N _ the nitrous 
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acid tennis, The cure proceeded with 1 | 
rapidity. The patient, who was more careleſs of his 
health than any perſon I ever ſaw, expoſed himſelf to 

cold and wet, and, in ſpite of my remonſtrances, quitted 


me at the end of the ſecond week, ſuppoſing himſelf fo 


nearly cured as to be able to ſuperintend his own treat- 
ment. After an interval of ſome months, I have been 


informed that this gentleman has experienced a hrt, 
aſter the nitrous acid treatment. 15 


Ix has been ſaid over and over again, that flight, cir- 
cumſtances are often characteriſtic. There is no reaſon 
why the maxim ſhould not apply to books, as well as 
perſons, I will therefore, in taking leave of the Eſſay, 
notice a very minute circumſtance indeed, and leave it 
with the public to decide, how far it betrays that ſpirit of 


exaggeration in which the whole Firſt Part ſeems to mo 


to de conceived. - 


Ix reliance on the promiſe of 2 large wpply of caſts | 


from Dublin, I had announced the appearance of (t 4 fit 
- © and perhaps a ſecond century of caſes,” in March laſt.— 
Section Sixth of Chapter Second of the Eſſay quotes my 


um and then conclud8s, © I am anxiouſly expecting 


to ſee theſe two hundred caſes collected by Dr. Beddoes ; 


not doubting that farther light will be thrown on this | 


intereſting enquir 1. p. 95. 


Do not theſe, two 8 caſes” ſhew how the . 
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07 the n Experience of others. 


F EELING it impoſlible to avoid noticing the ſubject 
” of the preceding ſection, I could not notice it lightly, 
nor would I affect the tone of complaiſance. On the 
"nt head I may be very conciſe, Mr. Benjamin Bell 
bas ſtrongly warned the public againſt the nitrous acid. 
He atteſts, that © the moſt diſtreſsful conſequences have 
* enſued in all the inſtances in which he has known this 2 
& acid to be depended upon for a cure, the diſcaſe having 
& rapidly gained ground in all of them.” 
TAKING it for granted, in ſpite of what Mr. Adkins 
' (on. morbid Poiſons), Mr. John Bell (Diſcourſes 'on © 
Wounds) or any other may contend, that Mr. B. BelPs | 
clearneſs of head and talents for obſervation equal his 
"induſtry, a general declaration of this nature can avail- 
but little with thinking men. Mr. Bell ſpeaks of 
«every trial which he has made, ” and * all the in- 
4 ſtances he has known.“ But he drops not a hint 
-of their real number, nor of their circumſtances, He 4 
may alike mean five, ten, fifty, or a hundred. How 
can ſuch an account as this and in n the 8. of exah * 
8 po 
In hs Reports, and in the Fo eollefion, will be 
1 unfavourable atteſtations from authors to whom 
I am intimately convinced, that it would have been far 
more agreeable to report full ſucceſs. From a per- 
ſuaſion that the particulars attending failures are neoeſſary 
to the preciſion of practice, I have ſpared no pains to 
draw out atteſtations of this nature. Beſides authors 
of communications, a have met with two ſurgical prac- 
5 es titioners, 
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thing with nitrous acid. The abilities of both I rate 


Highly. One informed me, that he was not ſatisfied as to 
the regulatity of his patients, or his own method. The 


other expreſſes himſelf in the following terms: The 


tc whole of the caſes in the five printed ſheets. you haye 
e ſent me are ſurpriſing; eſpecially as I cannot find in 


my own practice, or that of my neighbours *, any. 


e ſimilar facts. In the ſingle caſe I mentioned to you 


« in my laſt letter, where I was a flattered. by - 
c the firſt effect of the medicine, I was afterwards very 


& much diſappointed. The general health of the man 
& was ſo very much improved, that I was deceived into 
& 4 ſuppoſition that the ſpecific diſeaſe was giving way, 


4 till it appeared manifeſtly, that not the ſmalleſt ground 


4 whatever had been gained, In other caſes K have as 
46 ** ſucceeded no better. . TART 

I ſuſpect, however, from comparing my notes with 
4 « the printed reports, that. I have not given the medi, 


e cine in doſes ſufficiently large. Nor do I know how 


« T can do it; for all my patients, after a week or two's 


<« trial of Ziſs daily, complain moſt grievouſly of ſickneſs, | 
«,yomiting, diarrhoea, &c; Ke. we moſt * ne 
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ſank that they will ſo far hold themſelves in ſuſpenſe, 


as: to try the new remedies again and again, where they 
haye no other reſource, provided the ſucceſsful caſes 6: 


e W . the moſt * * to them free 
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theſe difficulties. | 


: tions ha have A  6ughy bottg both m, and Yana tuckelZin' edges. 


7 ulcerated ; ; nd he obſerves, "that 'be "has lately Eatight - 
cold, The only ee he has taken, he calls the 


4 day, for five weeks | but, f for due U oy coming 


cas) 


from ſucpiclon of 18 and fraud. They will redet, 
that on the introduction of the beſt remedies,. unfa 
praQices have thrown a cloud over their reputation, and 


that their early: uſe has been attended with difficulties, 
But experience has diſperſed theſe err and nn 


3 


Tua effect of inſtances 'glready ia on TOY in ex. 


citing a ſuſpicion of want of perſeverance, will by 


ſtrengthened by facts in the preſent collection; and i 
this point of view 1 conſider the caſe, df which the 


| Suni fills the principal 18 of the r nr, 


cab Ny S 


—— 


karren rab bn. crank, or S WeAs TIB. > 


an 3odut Tbs 106.  Newegfle, Other 555, Ys 
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' AGREEABLY to your defite, 1 eekaftle you 'th 

followirig caſe, W ai from: oy —_ of patients b 


the Infirmary. 


& William David, aged 29, was admitted on the 
26th of October, 1797. Three months ago; he fays, 


4 Ehancre appeared upon the glans penis, which ſpread | 


gradually, and became a. very foul ulcer, -" It has now 
deſtro yed two-thirds of the prepuce, 2 and at leaſt one-half 
of. the glans: penis, "infomnuch, that "the ' orifice of the 
urethra cannot be fiſting uiftied by the eye. The ulcera- 


© ES Ah 


His vaice 5 hoarſe, aud 10 throat. is "Tore, but not 


American Tinfiure, which appears to be a. ſolution of 
hydrargyrus muriatus. He took 20 drops of it twice 3 


69 
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0 de Tiifirtns | Be "iis irregular in its *ule, - One 
Aruchm of the Wr acid, niixell -with eight dundes bf 
iter, and fur ounces of fyrup, -was ordered tobe taken | 
At'feparate draitglits daily. Nothing was applied to the 
ailcerations but a little Tint, qpread With wigunttum carer. 
On the goth of Oftdber, the Ie "ati Wis incfeabel to 
eo dtachms in che ibove vähicle. AIchoughi the me- 
deine has been given - regularly by "the apdthiciry*s 
dre ro eee 1 of deception, che ulcera- 

is larger, und hat Bf te glas pers 
453 K acid agrees well With his ſtömzch 2d 


bowels; be makes about three pints of ufine ih Hs 


Pulſe is only 88, and his hoafſeneſs better; he looks 
more Healthy. The nitric acid uus neredſed to three 
drachms daily, in à pine ard a half of water; and half 2 

Hint of fyrup. Noveriber rech, he has taken the äbove 
guantity of acid dally, and has Tout 1 other ihesh- 
Venience from it, — AI two'looſe 
Noble in à Gay; Tü felt, bw ver; was l 16 
imovedby an *cochfiondl opiate. Wh Wc ite 
E „ öl the cil-Whs 
Yook clein, and che Sdgst Are 
— ä About four pitits of arte in 
Ahe 24 hours. "His —— hs but He 10 


Wrine ————— 00d. —Ne is "Wo! 
and healthy. 'November 23d, the fore is heating k; 
- the-orifice of the uftthita'is*howtortiplete; thodghar Rt 
it could not be obferved. Uffnbschear, Abodt to- quarts 
daily. November *2hth, the fore 18 *nearly healed ; but 
the under patr'of the rs Will frard; Uk lecke Hf); 
1 taken, r , | 


. 


from: the Infirmary... He,retu 


| * wp of Wieden Bas, 8. 998. wid, } 
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daily. December 1K, the nitric acid was . W 
b half an ounee. Dec. 15th, no improvement in the ſore | 


Fox. three or four days paſt. The nitric. acid was 


Erler to be inereaſed to four drachms and a half, daily. 


Dec. 18th, the ſore almoſt perfectly cicatriſed; but 
under the new euticle there remains ſome little hard 


_eminences; The appetite, is gogd, -his,; fools regular, 


and his.pulſe natural. January 1ſt, 1798, he ſays, that, 
four days ago, 2. core, or piece of unſqund fleſh, came 


nh ith. hn doſing; rom. ch n9's where frequm 


was formerly ;inſerted,.. It is now a ſmall, deep, foul 
3 with à floughy bottom. Althou h, I was much 
2 diſappointed At. this appearance, it was ſtill determined ; 


upon, that he ſhould perſeyere regularly in the uſe of the 


nitric acid. «January Sth, tl the aſpect of the ulcer is 


improved, and has filled up mere than one haf, Jan. 


_Isth, the fore js perfectly clean, but has, not filled 


zug much ſince laſt week. From this time, the ſors con- 
Tinped in a healing ſtate, and was perfectly cicatriſed on 


.the 25th, of January, on which, day he , was diſmiſſed. 
ed three. weeks after- 
. wards, aer e well As he hved in the 
:peighhourhood, he was deſired, fo fetugpn if the com- 


A recurrods, M R nowthe zl pf Angut, and ho | 


bas not yet made; bis appęarance. During the time of 
#hjs patient's reidence in the Infirmary; he gook, without 


_the; leaſt intermiſſion, 308. drachms, pf [the nitric acid, 


_preppred h. 2 yery accurate. chymiſt, in this, town. Jt 
neyer ſhewed- the leaſt effect in accelerating, the pulſe, 
nor, occaſioning the leaſt tenderneſs. in che mouth. It 


a "was drunk through 2 glaſs tube. He ſoan improved his 


 pppetite ; and, during the remainder. of the eourſe, he 
was in full health and vigour. But e time 


Alas 


— rike you,: that, in mee caſes, wide 
perſeverance may be required before the-nitric acid begins 
toexert its influence. At two periods, during the treatment 
of this patient, had it been mercury ſubſti- 
tuted, the caſe would have apparently afforded a-ſtrong-in- 
ſtance of the inefficacy of the acid. Owing to the ime 
patience of the attending apothecary, 1 have been pre- 
vented from aſcertaining the effects of the nitric acid 
. in a caſe of confirmed lues, where no mercury had been 
| taken previouſly ; becauſe; the diſcaſe bad not yielded in 
fourteen days, in my abſence he laid it aſide as uſcleſss * 
and, to my diſappointment, when 1 paid my next viſt, 
the patient was under a mercurial falivation, 35 
. In private practice, the caſes being very urgent where 
1 have been conſulted, I have not truſted. to the nitric 
acid, and therefore haye preſcribed, mercury. But in 
a few. deſperate; caſes of long ſtanding, Where, from 
neglect, and from triſling practice at firſt, mercury. had 
failed in removing the diſeaſe, I have had recourſe to the 
nitric acid, but, I am without ſucceſs. In 
one caſe, the bones were carious, and the ulcers ſeemed 
to partake both of ſerofula and ſyphilis.” Sixteen outices 
of the nitric acid were taken regularly; ; but as it hadtid 
effect, the patient, at his deſire, was put upon a courſe if 
mercury, which removed ſome of the ſymptoms, and 
ſuppteſſed others. The nitric acid was again had re- 
fonte to, - ** vo * hs e 1 eee 
r ne ne PE ES, P Tous wur, | . 
7 tf WR Cine, bv 
PP. 8. Sides n th caſe of W. Daveſon, I-re-- 
5 yours of Sept. the 27th. If the caſe appears 
teliqus, you have full liberty to abridge it in any manner - 
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| you pleaſe. — not again appeared at the 
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Infirmary he lives only five miles from 1 


9 * 
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Tommünitation, remarks, “ I faw and attended | to the 


<iprbgreſs of the caſe Dr. Clark ſends you. T have He- 
e wiſe feen Tome bthers in which the acid has been 
< uſeful, particafarly when the patients had pufhed the 
< mercutial courfes too far. It has beet 66 me, that 
'Eithe morbid actions excited by mercury are more 
r readily" ſubdued by its uſe, than by any of the methods 


now in practice; and if ce patient does not get im- 


t mediately well under its uſe, it enables the RG to 
«hear a renewal'of mercury; at all events, it muſt de 
4e Jooked upon as an uſeful auxiliary: and T beg you td 


_ ®Yccept my portion of thinks for having Excited! weh 
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. not envy: ſyphiliticy hood on 
confamed. lues, are likely to do ſome diſcredit to meti- 


cines of a character not yet eſtabliſhed, however little 


(on failure) tdey ana affect the reputation of mercury. 


Mu. Huxren's aſſertion, (Tr. un the Vrnerrül 


!Difeaſe) that the venereal Ufſeaſe is ſuſpected to be 
preſent in many caſes where the nature of the diforder is 
not well marked, applies, I think, leſs to local than to 
 conffitutional ſymptoms ; for, though he in one paſſage 
conſiders blotches and ulcers in the throat as figns 
the moſt certain that occur in any ſtage of the veriered} 


| 8 e — Als 2 ealeu- 
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lated to prevent intire confidence in theſe appogrances *, 
He even adviſes. to ſuſpend the judgment. in caſes of 
doubt, unleſs there have been preceding Jocal {ymptoms 


% within the proper date thus making the primary, => 


criterion of the ſecondary Rate z and, in general, external 
circumſtances ſo fully corroborate the ſymptoms, that 
prafticioners neyer feel more aſſured of having diſcrimi- 
nated juſtly, or are perhaps more rarely miſtaken, than i in 
primary affections. The following, though not an un- 
| Lurceſful inſtanee, will affift in proving, that, if we lay 
the principal ſtreſs upon ſecondary caſes, power over the 
venereal complaint, and want of power, may. often 
be very erroneouſly aſcribed, both to nitrous; acid and to 
other ſubſtances | which. have. been, or may. be, tried 
in conſequence of the virtue imputed to nitrous acid. 1 
think it right to ſtate the caſe fully; and I am able to do 
it with ſcrupulous accuracy. | 
Axour ſeven: years ago, * V. "ata 2 chancre; i 
and being then, or ſhortly, after, upon a journey, and i in 
the habit of living freely, neglected the uſual remedies. 
In the courſe of a couple of months, the chancre had 
enlarged itſelf conſiderably, his throat was become 
n and his WT 8, and head, oe ER ; 


44% LG p. 32122. Vicers of a different nature T well bare 
” the appearance of being venereal; and what are Yeally 
4% yenereal ſhall reſemble thoſe that are not. -356No man will 
«be fo rah as to pronounce What a diſeaſe is from A eye 
«© only.” p.380. « 'Blotches on the fi dre conditivri' to Whit 
4 is called ſcorbutie Habits,” ( Moſt of the ſymptꝭms of the 
£6 venereal diſeaſe, in all its forms, are cœmmon to many other 
<« diſeaſes.” “ Lues venerea is perhaps ſubject to leſs variety 
* than either gonorrhera or chancre, and its mode of cure is of 
3* courſe more uniform ; * fc "the diſeaſe” "be En ea 
iran, a for wie gx 1 . . LE 
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ſulted had no Abele i. nde to be venereal. 
Buy his direction, he u ent a courſe of mercurial 
frrictions, which occupied nearly three months, owing to 
the difficulty experienced in impregnating the ſyſtem 

c with the quantity proper to operate; effectually. As ſoon 
as that was done, the ſymptoms gradually went off. 
Sas of the ſpots returned after he had diſcontinued the 
uſe of mercury, but ſoon diſappeared of themſelves. - His 
phyfician pronounced him ann, m oy gere-. | 
himielf ak WH * 

'ABovurT nine months aa; KY: has; 6! 2 of 
the ſcarlet fever; after which, the ſpots returned, fewer 
in number than before, but alike in colour and in Tize, 
attended alſo ' with a flight ſoreneſs of the throat. He 
: confulted a practitioner of experience, who, in the ab- 

ſence of primary ſymptoms, had little heſitation in con- 
7 ſidering this as a caſe of ſecondary ſyphilis. By his ad- 
vice, X. V. again reſorted to the uſe of i mercury; but; 
from the difficulty formerly attending the aſe of frictions, 
he was induced to prefer the internal exbibition. This 
he continued for about two months, with'the occaſional 
uſe of the warm bath. The ſoreneſs of the throat was 

removed, and ſome alteration produced in the ſpots. 

They diſappeared ſoon after, 19 5 dis Seing into a more 
ſouthern climate. 

In; the ſummer of 1793, one or two * 2 
again upon the breaſt, unattended with any other ſymp- 
toms. They were ſhewn to Dr. Cyrillo, of n 
who was. clearly of opinion they were not venereal. 
© Int the winter of 1796, and the ſpring of 1797, X. v. 
being returned to England, was much confined to ſedey- 
tary employments, i in the damp air of new buildings, ang 
frequently expoſed't to wet bart. e which — 89 
us 66. RR him 
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zone round the body. They were alſo ſcantily ſprinkled 
over his arms, but particularly large and diſtinct in the 
palms of his hands. A ſmall one appeared above his 
right eye, and one behind his right ear. They were 
attended with ſtiffneſs of all the joints of the fingers, and 
ſoreneſs of the lower ones when rubbed, with aching 


pains in the wriſts, and in the lower part of the back, 


about the os ſacrum; with weakneſs and inflammation 


of the eyes, ſtupefying head-achs, and general weakneſs SY 
or torpor of the ſyſtem. There was no ſoreneſs of the 


throat, and no formation of nodes. The * were not 
increaſed by. warmth, and were eaſier in bed. 
X. V. finding the above ſymptoms nay for foe 
months, again conſulted a medical friend, who, from the 
whole hiſtory of the caſe, as well as the appearance of 


| : the ſpots, inclined to the opinion that they- were- in- | 


dicative of a renewal of ſecondary in, ä | 
mended a recurrence to mercurial remedies, 
Tukix internal and external e en was ac- 
2 again reſorted to, during two or three months. 
Soreneſs of the mouth was ſometimes flightly. produced, 


but could never be kept up for any length of time, as the 


mercury was always carried off by a ſevere diarrhœa. 
Vet the ſpots on the head and in the hands, and the 
ſtiffneſs of the fingers and ſoreneſs of the joints were 
removed, the eyes ſtrengthened, the head-ach ſomewhat 


diminiſhed, ahd the en n, of the ſyſtem much mg 


| abated, 12 © J 7 


Og — 


TAE noe on the 3 were ei and the pains 


* back, accompanied more or leſs with head- ache, 


ſoon. returned, increaſed. perhaps by dejection of ſpirits 

from the failure of ſo N repetitions of the — 

cCurial treatment. : 
15 


t 


Iv ths Wings end of the ſummer, my opinion was 
aſked on the probable efficacy of the nitrous acid. Thad 
no / heſitation in adviſing the trial of ſo ſafe a courſe, 
believing that the general health could not fail to be 
* «Gr ao whatever might be the iſſue as to the 
want of any one diſtin ſymptom led 
| 0 80 doubt whether the affection was of à ſyphilitic 
nature. Fhe ſpots were of a lighter ages" than T had 
ever ſeen in undoubted lues venerea. Of two ex- 
perienced ſurgeons, who by my deſire examined the 
patient, one pronounced the complaint to be \venereal': 
the other, with me, rather diſbelieved than doubted this 
opinion. The ſpots, by reaſon of their ſhade, were not 
deciſive, though we were told that they were as dark as 
at the commencement of the laſt mercurial courſe, when 
the ſtiffneſs of the joints was relieved. Expoſure to cold 
ſeemed to account ſatis factorily enough for the pains,— 
Under this uncertainty, 60 drops of nitrous acid; in 
- ® quart of water, mixed up with about 602. of ſugar, 
were preſcribed, Ten drops per day were added to the 
doſe, until it had reached 100 drops, uſing alfo the hot- 
| bath at 96, for an hour every morning, ſo as not to 
perſpire aſterwards. At the end of the firſt week, the 
pains in the back, and alſo in the legs and wriſts, which 
9 before were heavy and dull, became more acute. The 
-, ſtißots ſeemed to look redder. The acid produced in- 
13 creaſed inſenſible perſpiration, and agreed perfectly” with 
the ſtomach, much improving the appetite. 
Drop leaving off bathing for a day, but editing | 
to take the acid, the ſpots reſumed their former colour. 
In the ſecond week; the doſe of nitrous acid was 
| gradually increaſed to 130 drops, and the uſe of the bath 
continued. The ſpots extended themſelves, and the 
pains were fomewhat wk the which the patient 
| | hs 


\ 


( 
thought might be, owing to the fineneſs of the weather, 
as they were always. ſubje& to ſome variation. from chase 
cauſe. The ſpirits; and appetite continued got. 
Ax the beginning of the third week, the patient 
be deſirous of taking an excurſion, and no ſufficient 
reaſon. exiſting for continuing on the ſame ſpot, I 
aduiſed, merely for. convenience fake, the ſubſtitution of 
_ oxygenated muriate of potaſh, in the place of the nitrous 
acid, This was taken, at firſt, in doſes of three grains, 
two doſes per day; but, in the courſe of ſix days (the 
duration of his abſence) was increaſed to 24 grains. The 
pains had inereaſed at farft, 6 were much 
the ſame as when be ſet out. | 


_ DvRiNG: the fourth n das 8 


from 30 to 60 grains per day, taking it in ſmall doſes at 
intervals, as ſuited his convenience, and uſing the warm 
bath for an hour in the morning, every other day. The 

pains. were troubleſome, and attended with a flight cold, 
and inflammation of the fauces. - 

In n en ff ee e hob as te ifs 
increaſed: to 80 and 90 grains, and the uſe. of the bath 
continued. But the pains. and ſwelling of the. fauces 
being upon the increaſe, although the cold was gone, the 
patient attributed it to ſome inflammatory power in the 
muriate, and lowered the dofe to 40 grains in the ſub- 
ſequent days of the — when e — 
ſubfided. 
| ä — ths wits nor ** having: honda any 
degree. removed or diminiſhed, but rather increaſed 
under the uſe of the. muriate, it was thought hopeleſs to 
proceed with it. Mercurial frietions, combined with the | 
internal uſe of nitrous acid, were next tried. da 

Tux patient employed an operator to rub in of 
* 3 fortius as much as the ſkin. would 
e 


— | | 1} 


LY 
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take , for 5580 hour in the morning, and one in he 
evening, and took roo drops of nitrous acid per day, 
uſing the warm bath every ſecond day. The mercury 
paſſing off through the bowels I adviſed ee 4 the 
uſe of the acid at the cloſe of the ſixth week. ' 
Duxixc the ſeventh, the rubbing in was 3 
as before, and ſmall doſes (25 to 30 drops) of laudanum 


taken to ſtop the purging, which it effected. At the 


goncluſion of this week, the patient complained that his 


thighs, arms, and legs, where the frictions had been per- 
formed, were one continued ſore, but that no taſte was 
yet ſenſible in the mouth, nor did there appear, during 
the frictions, much diminution of the ointment laid on: 


he however perſevered, during the eighth and. ninth 
weeks, with the frictions, onee a. day, adding thereto the 
internal uſe, of mercury. He took two, and ſometimes 
three of the pilulz hydrargyri daily, containing 1 3 grs. 
of mercury each, adding ſmall doſes of opium, and of _ 
miſtura cretacea, to keep the ſtomach in order. 
ALT this produced but a very flight ſoreneſs of the 


- Ads and it being impoſſible to go on with the fric- 


tions any longer, from the inflamed ſurface, the internal 
doſe was increaſed and continued during the Toth week, 
the mouth continuing ſlightly fore. The pains had 
been variable during the whole of this time, and no 
Alteration was produced in the —— · Init 

Al L hopes of filling the ſyſtem with mk the 
uſual means being now at an end, I adviſed a trial of the 
method of fumigating with the calx of mercury, adopted 
by Mr. Abernethy from the Chevalier Lalouette. 

AN apparatus was conſtructed, conſiſting. of a box or 
vue, 2 feet 6 inches; Ae, and 4 feet 6 . 


"I The uſe of this unlimited quantity was the patient's own 
at ang deed, D | | 


bigh, 


("| 


| High,” with a door in font.” - The patient felted kinkfelf | 
im it, naked; and the whole body, excepting the head, 
ws incl6fed. "The Joint at the neck was made tight, by. 
4 Kind of parte of oiled lx, upon "which wet doths 
were laid. Before the patient entered, a Heated" iro, 
inches Yquate, and 2 thick, was placed upon a 'chafing Z 
Aid (without charebaf) at the bottom. When the door 
was ſhut, the whole wWas ſufficiently tigke to retain the 
fumes of the cab which were ſprinkled upon the heafet ; 
through” a thin” tube from without. "The patients 
| flannel drawers and under-waiſtcoat were ſubject tb. 
N operation Wich him; and care was taken} when be 
came out, to rub* off & little of the calk 48 could be 
avoided. Half an OZ. of the calx, prepared #cotding | 
to Mr. "Abernethy's* directions, was W ufeck each. time, in 
about twehty minutes; and che Beat was not b | 
than ſufficient to induce a very fight perfpiration.” 
T patient underwent one of” "theſe "Futniy 
| 1 Uaily, and continued the uſt of mercury internally; in the 
he fame doſes as before, dufing the eleventh week. The 
fame flight degree of 'forenefs of the moutlf was main. 
tained, but not increaſed,” The ſpots "grew lighter 
coloured, but the pains were not ae Ne. . . 
ment. e 
IP Tux patient, now nauſeating the Hide rab ufe of — 
cury, determined, of his own accord, to try ſtrong doſes | 
of the nitrous acid, with the fumigation. Tadviſed bim 
to combine with wen the inhalation of oxygene 846. 


0 8. 0 af E 7 
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The "twelfth week, he fumigated onee 4 tay, and gra- 
duatty increaſed his daily doſe of nitrous acid, from 10 
to 210 -drops, in a "quart of water, inhaling about two 
quarts of oxygene at the time of fumi gation. This wWwas 
continued the Eitfier” part of: the 13th week, and pro- 
duced coltiveneſs, and an unpleaſant opprefiive "ſenſation. 


upon 


3 0 wy bY 


| ann ſtomach; to relieve which, I preſcribed aloetie 
| pills, and adviſed a diminution, of the doſe of nitrous 
acid: The oppreſſive ſenſation upon the ſtomach and 
diaphragin, . attended with ſickneſs and head-ach, re- 
mained to the end of the week. The ſpots had regained 
cheir original colour, and the ſoreneſs of the mouth was 
entirely gone. It was therefore concluded, that this 0 
method of exhibiting the mercury, like the former ones, 
| had.ceaſed to produce any effect. The pains in the back 
and legs had e diminiſhed under this latter 
treatment. 818 gs \ 
of KL. ne 3 b care e only. 7 * week, 
during, which he took ſlight doſes of the nitrous acid, 
mixed up with preparations of ſpices 7 agua cinnam. aqua 
Piment. ſyrup zinzib,)—He ſaid, he ſtill felt a conſtric- 
tion of the diaphragm, which he attributed to the large | 
doſes 'of nitrous acid he had before taken. e . 
„When he left me, I could not obſerve that a any _ 
tion had been effected in the ſpots; and he now in- 
forms me chat they ſtill remain the ſame, but that he is 
almoſt free; from pains, and enjoys, his general health as 
well as at any period of his life.: He has taken no me- 
dive whatever, ſince he left Ry; which i is now three- 
quarters of a year. 8 
„Al rnoveon this is to be put down as a cure in which 
nitrous acid probably bore. a ſhare, yet, from. the im- 
preſſion I received at the moment, and from ſubſequent 
reflection, I am diſpoſed to think that the pains aroſe 
from the. damps, to which the Patient bas not been 
expoſed ſince his recovery. I en give no ſatisfactory 
account of the ſpots; but it is. obvious: to, , conjecture, 
that they may bear the ſame relation to venereal blotches, 
as certain ulcers, which, aer after e yh led, 
bear to  chaneres. | ale 0 7 e 
E es O f 5 Rog "" 
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Ir concluſions,. deduced from. thegtrestment of con- 
4 e lues, are thus liable to fallacy, gn, account. of the 
occaſional obſcurity of the diſeaſe, this ſtate of the diſeaſe 
allo. preſents 2 conſiderable diffculty of another. kind. 
Mercury, not very unfrequently, ſcarce palliates, or does 
but palliate for a ſhort; time. In the late publications, 
the quantity of examples is by no means inconſiderable, 
though but a ſmall number of practitioners have re- 
lated their experience. The Eſſay, if I count. right, 
has no leſs than ſeventeen out of. thirty-leven caſes 
of confirmed lues, which, exhibit the failure of mer- 
curials. It ſeems, therefore, as if a vaſt deal of evidence 
reſpecting confirmed lues, and chat often of a queſtionable 
nature, muſt, be adduced, before the public, can come to 
any deciſion on the comparative mexits of the different 
methods. I. all aflign, 4 ſtill more general reaſon 
below, why ſecondary, deſerve at leaſt e atten- 
tion than primary, caſe. 

_., Tas. irregularity of patients ba ph ro bean — 2 
times .a ſource of Liſappointment from the uſe of nitrous 
acid. Much here depends upon tractability and the 
management of the mind. I cannot fay I have ever 
found it difficult, except in, one inſtance, to get invalides 
to continue the nitrous acid as long as 1 thought ne- 
ceſſary; - and I have carried it to as large doſes, and | 
as long continued, as. any body. Thoſe who have more 
to do with patients of a leſs cultivated claſs, muſt ex- 
perience more of this difficulty. SS 
_. WHENEVER the; ſymptoms. appear obſtinately. 5 
tionary or retrograde, the ſubſtitution of ſome analogous 
ſubſtance offers itſelf as a reſource. Chemiſtry preſents a 
long ſueceſſion of oxygenous faline ſtimuli, which it 
Would be needleſs to enumerate. It wquld ſeem, from 
ſome, of the 1 facts, As if the ſulphuric and 
5 3 EY Ps 
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Picppbsrie eee sd dl. We are; indeed; fat from 
| ont, that they. are generally inferior to the nitf6us 


| The attentions, neceffary in adininiftering mers 
55 point ont clearly, that meafutes ſhowld be len er 
preventing ſickneſs and purging, when the new- remedies 
produce tiefe inbonveniences. In moſt caſes; 1 imagine 
the ESR uf 3 7 with the uſe of nem wil 
be effectual. n 
Ir it be proved chat theſe olle, Wl vedbwnefppbilieits, - 


| it temains, where they fail" in an adequate doſe, and 
Wichout produeing violent effects, to enquite into the 
more Hidden countetating cauſes.” The remarkable dif. 


er of Mr. Cruickfhanks, relative to the tranfition' of 
oxygenated murtite into the ure; which no doubt win 
be more” amply detailed” in Dr. Rollo's work on the 


Diabetes Mellituf, may be regarded as a pledge of ſucceſs 


42 


oy To eſtimate the effect of counteracting 


m this eng 


cauſes, is eſſential to all philoſophy ; ; and the new ſaline 


antifyphiſitics have too many fœcommendations to be aban- 
donet on the firſt elamoéur of difappotatment, or in com- 
pliment to ſürgical authors and ſurgical practitioners, 


; who may fear leſt their own conſequence ſhould be di- 


miniſhedl by the introduction of remedies, fo. much Tefs 
hazardous, and Pre of more re ei management, than 
mercury. 2 

Tas ſearch Alter latent Kiffetences in inftances of 
ſyphilis, apparently fimilar, will tend to introduce an 
accuracy of diſtinction hitherto unknown, however 


-defirable, in general medicine. Every reflecting prac- 


*titioner, 1 apprehend, mut Rave regretted that All 
 diagnofes 1 in diſeaſes have been hitherto founded on groſs 


-  appearanees ; 3 whereas the different operation of the ane 


"remedies daily demonſtrates the diflimilarity of caſes, 
N limilat, But the * depends on 


| con- 


6 


| concealed. motions, and rambinations.of motions. arbich. | 
we muſt learn how to detect, Win art can attain 
benennen, | bi 1147 Rll Hd 1 
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- COARSE preliminary experiences ſuch 88 is retailed 
in moſt medical writings, has à numhes of. queſtions. to, 
folve reſpeing the ule of nitrous acid, and gf fubliznces 

luppoſed ahalogous in the venercal diſaſe. To conſins 
the inveſtigation (in compliance with a propolal already 
made, and of which we ſhall bear again) d ſecondary 
caſes chiefly, would: be ta. ſagrifige public. utility t 
the faſtidiouſneſs always manifeſted by perſons ho affect 
peculiar lights, whether. on this or any other ſubject. 
We cannot be long deceived by the natural courſe of the 
primary diſorder. ' Spontaneous. ures. are; no means 
frequent ; and what diminiſhes the riſqus, ig, | 
changres diſappear Without oiicine, baude auen : 
will oftenibteak gut. Nag 8 888 Mui id tons 

Tut great mother problem i is, ak yah then . 
quill do any ſort F good in the venereal diſeaſe. It is to be 
hoped, that few obſervers will ealift-yader4be'new. or 
the. oli practice, and wage a aantzoveriial war with the 
factious rage of Guelphs and Ghibellines. 7 
men will. attend to nature and teſtimony, with he. deſire 
of 3 themſelyes of the ſeparate or 3 | 
of mercurials, and of acids, or neutral ſalts. - og.” 

Tux ſubordinate queſtions are various: becher the 
trratment recently propoſed can be ſubfiituzel for the aids. 
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; parately ; | and under what" cirrumſtantes S. Not only 


would a well-eſtabliſhed affirmative te any ont ef theſe: 
queries vindicate from the charge of fatility the 
Jabours of thoſe, WhO have ererted themſelves i in this 
field of enquiry, but would bring out a concluſive 


anſwer, en more than ten times the labour yet 


beſtowed. | EEE Nene Vo 
Maxx of the caches, now. and 3 put into pol. 


felon of the public, bear on the firſt point. But a'caſe 
treated, among others, in a clinical ward of the Edin- 
burgh*Tnfirtmary, with a particular view to demonſtrate 


to the ſtudents the real effect of nitrous acid, goes, of 


itſelf, very far towards proving, that 'the new ſubſtances 
have real antivenereal efficacy, fimilar in the ultimate 


reſult to mercurials It was a pay” caſe, with 
venereal ulcers of the breaſt. e 


1 en, reibe of e mentioned to me 


this ef. JONES J. 


TE following 8 hic 1 a his 
permiſſion to inſert in the preſent collection, contains the 
ſubſtance of What 1. learned from him. It has paſſed 
under his s, _ may be — 20 as 
accurate. 5 * 1-191 MOTT? $441 8 


98 2141 0 anne * By Hoe 


E. B. was ted into the Clinical 1 Ward or the 


©. ! 


Royal e ee 1 che 000 of; hb 


ber? 1796. BELLE! * 


e eee Kerbel res er A 3 abe, 


| RES es the nipple of her right breaſt, which were at» 


tended * bn Phiniful ſenſation of itchineſs' and 7 


Nr eie 815 alls av rn rad ut n 
ou . the complaining! her having ſuekled 
"phi the ä * which died at 
7 © LF 


| | "he 


Water, in the ue the day. The quantity of the 
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che age of five weeks, having 1 body cbvered with 
a loathſome eruption. Her own infant, to which the 
gave fiick” after the death of che other; became affected 
| with” ulcers in the mouth and throat, and foon died. OW? 
During ſome days, that were allowed to paſs without 
the uſe of any remedy for her complaint, the ſores 
remained unchanged. KAnn 22 1 „0 Hat men 8 
Nov. 23d, Dr. H. directed her t: Alb, 5 6 
acidum nitroſum dilutum; Edinb. Ph. diluted with Bi- of 


acid liquor was gradually da reg to "bij containing 


iv. of the ſame diluted acid- 1 * an bai 
Nov. 26. The painful enfation from whe fore were 
UE Peu. 212675, e INOCR 36h] 


Nov. 29. The ſores "ry char! to heal, and ware 
Mi bs contracted in ſize; and, by the qth of 'Decems 
ber, all the ulcers were We per and the parts nne 
ſkinned over. (nnen e 

Dc. 12. The catamenia as for the firſt time 
fince her delivery; and ſhe had ſome head-ach and ew 
neſs. The acid liquor was diſcontinued, ©. 

Dec. 15. Some degree of pain and burning 8 | 
turned to their former ſeat; and; Dec. 16, the recently- 
formed ſkin appeared redder than uſual. She was ordered 
to recommence the uſe of the acid OG: in the ſame 


quantity as before. a ei n hos 
Dc. 19. Senſation of burning heat, «nd-<tednels, ; 
were entirely gone. ord a 


From this time, ſhe remained free 1 
and continued the uſe of thera py yaw eo che 28th, 
when ſhe ceaſed to take it. en HOGS, ig 

Jan. 5, 1797. She again jigs to feel the itchineſs; 
— n AY the * "SOM in; 

„ 


wing er- aun. the pars. 
ulcerated. 1 1 17 25 140 Stoltz 42 


a :: 
became red and fuperiiially 


Jan. 9. The acid Nays ed beste. bo 


— days, the: uncaſineſs from the breaſt began to de- 
Cline; and, in five or ſix, it was entirely removed. At 


the, ſame time the ulcers began to heal. They wern 


ſkinned over, and the 2 een a e ap- 


pearance, on the iꝙth. 


Jun /perſevered, in pas 8 _ fr chew 
weeks, and remained free from complaint. 


RATHER ſponer chan had boen intended, © os dif 


_ miſſed from the Hoſpital, on actount of 1 0 
haviours apparently cured, 


In about three months, he + to 0 Hoſpital, 


with her-breaſt very nearly in the ſame ſtate, both as to 


pain and ulceration, in which it was at her former 
admiſſion. She came under the care oſ Dr, Gregory, 
who immediately had recourſe to mercury. In à fort- 
night; her breaſt got well; but the mercury was con- 
tinued, in ſuch quantity as to i der moußh can. 
. for three weeks longer. Þ 
Tas woman remained well for * ten months 3 at 


b me end af that period, the itchineſs returned, in a ſlight 


degree, to, the parts around the nipple. It gradually 
inerraſad. The ſenſation of burning heat alſo ſoon ae 
and the ſuperficial ulcerations quickly followed... 

Om the zath July, 1798, ſhe] was, for the Aim time, 
recgiped into the Clinical TORE» . mal he Jogos 
time; under. Or- Hope's care. 

h addition to the affection thin breaſt the had Night 
pains about the head, ſhoulders and er which wens 
moſt felt during the night. 1 157 WE 4 9 a> 

Jr v Igth. She was „ grav- of. 13 
1 muriate of po © twice A day. The doſe 


1 


k 


5 
RF 
1 


"% 


( 285: 
was gradually augmented, till, on 5 ꝛ8ch, it amounted | 
to gr, xij. thrice a da. oe ts 

JuLy 22d. The ſenſation of EP heat was much 
leſs, and the ſores were conſiderably contracted. _ 
Jux 24th. The ſores were all ſkinned over; but the 
ſenſation of heat fill, in a flight degree, remained. 
_. JoLy,28th. The breaſt appeared n founl; 
yet ſome itchineſs was felt occaſionally... 
Tux pains about the head had left ber ſome tine; 
thoſe of the ſhoulder and limbs ſtill plagued her. 
Ar this time the Clinical Ward was ſhut, and E. B. | 
paſſed to the charge of Dr. Hamilton; when, according 
to the plan which Dr. Hope had deſigned ſhe fhould 
follow, ſhe was put upon à courſe of r and 
decoction of ſarſaparill˖a. | 
O Sept. W {be was allet, apparently cured. 8 


Warr kz a 3 or 1 e of 8 | 
remedies {hall become a common practice or not, there 
are ſituations in which an operation ſuch as is aſcribed. to 
them is greatly needed. Mr. Hunter, Wh 
the treatment of mercury as a ſignal proof of human 
levity, and ingratitude, p. 335, does yet vigtually ar, 
rational, viz. in flight caſes, where it may be incon- 
venient or improper to give mercury on account of ſome 
other diſeaſe, p. 367 4 where mercury, by exciting un- 
reſtrainable evacuations, produces little or ae effect on 
| the diſeaſed actions; where the quantity of mercury 


would be too much for the conſtitution to bear ; a 


where, having been adminiſtered till the local ſymptoms 
have yielded, canfinmed le has Fan, 
Oy “ 10 inen deln 
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of Relapſs. | 


on this" topic, as it ſtands comiected with nitrous 
acid, I haye nothing farther to ſay. I cannot help la- 


menting, however, that critical obſervers, poſſeſſed of 


ample opportunities, ſhould have ho TING ere ue 
inveſtigation of relapſes. «+ | 


Arz ſtudying the moſt li works on * 


vene rea, the enquirer will find that the whole doctrine of 


relapſes is to be built up from the very foundations. Vet 


it would be curious and uſeful to determine by what 
external and internal cauſes they are favoured, and whether 
it is indifferent *, in reſpect to the danger of relapſe, by what 
means the ſyphilitic actions have been ſuperſeded. I know 


what opinion prevails reſpecting muriated mercury; 


I have attended to Mr. Theden's large experience; and 
T perceive that in the conſtitutional caſe related by Mr. 


Hunter to ſhew that guaiacum, externally and internally 

applied, has © conſiderable ſpecific power over the 
_ difeaſe,” p. 367, the venereal ſores broke out again 
ina fortnight. Vet I find it difficult to perſuade myſelf, 
that this point has ever been thoroughly-examined.— 


Mr. Hunter may have been in the ſame ſituation with 


regard to guaiacum, as he ſays our anceſtors were with 


regard to mercury. He may not have known the moſt 
advantageous way of adminiſtering it. Nor does it 


8 both _ By e the en he himſelf wer down i in 


- © - ®. Does the. 3 of |< by ſome. diſeaſes prove 
the negative ? or has not this ſuſpenſion continued long _ 
to break habits of N Rü 


Hs ' 
7 k , { 
NL, | 8 ſecondary 


| Ky 
ſecondary caſes;” amt which-is-found-neceſfary-in the cure 


of intermittent fevers, and other periodical diſorders, viz. 
the continuance of the medicine ſome time after the 
ſymptoms have vaniſhed. Mr. Hunter's words ſeem to 
imply the © contrary. - In about four weeks, all the 
«eruptions: were cured, + and he was allowed to 
c ſtay in the hoſpital ſome: time longer, to ſee if he 
& would continue well; but in about a fortnight he 
s began to break out anew, and, in a very ſhort time, 
«_ was almoſt as bad as ever. I began, a ſecond time, the 
« guaiacum internally; but it had loſt all its powers, or 
c rather the conſtitution was no longer affected by it, 
p- 368. From this relation, he appears certainly not ta 
have continued the medicine ſo long as he adviſes, 
(p. 352) after: the ſores were healed. The ſame thing 
may be collected from Dr. Rutherford's words; who, 
deſcribing the ſpeedy effects of nitrous acid, ſays, c ſome- 
& times the eg recurred ſeon after the difcontinuance- 
4 of the medicine; and that, in one inſtance, where an 
apparent cure had almoſt at once” been effected by the 
acid, it had no effect after à relapſe had taken place. 
This ſhould render practitioners attentive to Mr. Hunter's 
maxim, the ſaoner the ſymptoms: yield, the longer ſboula the 
remedy be continued after tuardt. It is only by equal 
management that we can determine, whether medieines 
capable of deſtroying the ſyphilitic actions have an equal 
or a an une qual gitar to ae their return. 
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„ 1 Facts. "UE | 
5 HAD. andy kept in view the 195 e 
„lues venerea which were treated by nitrous acid in this 
nen being remarkable in different Ways. 
n H. had informed me, Aug. 30, 1797, that he con- 
tinusd well, but that he had an itching and an eruption. 

6 About the date of that letter, I ſaw him, but:cquld not 
find that he had any venereal ſymptom, the eruption 
having nothing of the character of venereal blotches.or 
puſtules. Till within theſe few weeks, I underſtand, he: 

= | continued free from complaint. Having deficed my 
= friend Mr. Baynton accurately to aſcertain his fituation, I 
am this day, Oct. 3oth, 1798, favoured with'a note from 
that gentleman. The particulars will-probably afford 
pp to thoſe who labour to decry:the new treat- 
| But perhaps equitable judges will ſee, in the un- 
pet of the hiſtory, only a proof of the tendeney 
of long eſtabliſhed habits of ſyphilitic action to return; 
a medicine, which could reſtore a conſtitution ſo broken 
by a diforder In Ny _ e 185 
2 . two erer, 


Nor from Ms. BavnTon, 


Jr Moors: 
| 


| Dear Sir, 
5 I HAVE had an interview with Mr. H. and am ſorry 
| to inform you, he is now labouring under many ve- 


1 ſymptoms. He has an ulcer in his throat, a 
i, 5 | it i thick- 


\ 


F : \ 


N N 
ö 


55 (9) 
Glantz of the left ala nafi, with — 


on that part, general itching ove? the whole of his body, 


and oceaſional pains of the ſternum and tibiz. He is 
much fleſh, and Kill ſays, che nitrous acid « ſaved him 
ec from deſtruction. He laments; however; that his 
* ſtomach and bowels will not ap gb rms 


or manner. is | 
1 W. eee e NF] dana 05 
t | Vu e ee, 4 
2. 30 . rn BAYNTON. 
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- tus author - of the N ante un ne ue ls 
other caſe, in which mercury was fo largely adminiſtered 
without effect, rather in favour of nitrous acid. In this 
opinion I can ſcarce acquieſce. When given alone, it 
ſeemed of no ſervice; and what appeared to me an 
ineffectual exhibition for ſome weeks, led me to WK 


Mr. Baynton to keep Mr. Hs expectations very low. 


I have already ſtated (Reports on Nitrous Acid) that a 
node having at laſt appeared, it was removed under the 


uſe of mercurials and nitrous acid; but the — "5 


having taken cold, ulcerations took place in the fuces. 
The ſubſequent hiſtory, as given by an accurate medical 
correſpondent ere 55 1798) i is this: if e450 


18 — As 


e PE patient perfiſtedin the uſe of b ere the 


« acid (with the removal of all his ſymptoms) until the 
cold weather ſet in, which ſeemed to reproduce the 
c ſwelling and pain in his ancles, ſimilar to what he had 
* experienced the preceding winter, and to which Þ-was 
- «< inc lined to think the acid had contributed.” During the 
- & terra! between Chriſtmas and April, he remained 


£1 LS "44 free 
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& free from appearance: of local, diſeaſe, a health 
c tolerably good; yet he, did not regain fleſh or ſtrength 
< .in ſuch meaſure as afforded conviction of his recovery; 
and my fears were. then confirmed by. his again ema- 

c ciating as before, with, renewed: diſcharge" from the 

| « ; noſe, and appearance of a copper- coloured ulcer or 
; « ſlough on the poſterior part of the throat, extending up- 
« wards, behind the velum pendulum palati, higher than 
« could be feen. He then recommenced the mercurial 
« inunction, three drachms every night, with one grain 
of opium at bed-time,. and four grains of crude mer- 
| « cury twice a day, which fe triturated with more 
c&c than common attention. His, loathing of Tarſaparilla, 
. 0 mezerion, and every ſapid edicine, was ſuch. as 
| « threatened | to deſtroy his remaining appetite, and 
206 forbid their trial, 1 therefore determined to perſeyere 
466 in the uſe of mercury only, until ſome reſult, or the 
Wig want of it, ſhould induce me to change meaſures, 
« and. without confinement or obſervance of regimen, 
4 « except what the conſequences might render neceſſary. 
« The beneficial effects of the proceſs became quickly 
« apparent ; ; in three weeks, the local affections were 
« removed; but he has continued the mercury through 
+ by the ſummer, and until a month ſince, | without any 
0 other apparent effect or influence than the increment 
0 of his fleſh, ſtrength and appetite, to a degree never 
« experienced before ſince the commencement of his 
e diſeaſe, and which has en the firſt Wee 
« aſſurance of his perfect cure.” | 
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8 8 a0 ago, a  Gphilitic Ro of the 


hs kind. moſt deſerving compaſſion came under my care. I 


. ene that — himſelf * 
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ſome time before, married; 
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from a venereal infection, ugfler which he had laboured 
found himſelf ſeized, after 
a pretty conſiderable interval, with the ſecondary ſymp- 
toms of 'the diſeaſe. His wife was alſo infected; and, if 


I could truſt; the obſcure account I received of theſe 
occurrences, I ſhould ſuppoſe (contrary to what is now 


received) that the firſt offspring of this connection re- 
ceived the complaint before birth, and not in paſſing 
through the vagina. However this may be, the child 


very early ſhewed ſymptoms, unqueſtionably venereal. 


Theſe. were relieved by mercury, but hardly removed; 


| and they have recurred (viz. venereal ulcers, violent 


pains of the bones, thickening of the tendons, &c.) with 


great ſeverity during his progreſs to manhood. Mercu- 


rials, being frequently adminiſtered, relieved the ſymp- 


Stoms leſs and leſs, and ated with more and more 


ſeyerity on the bowels and ſalivary glands. At laſt, the 


5 ſurgeons, to whom the patient applied, deſpaired of being 


able to adminiſter it in any form with advantage. The 
appearances, when the caſe came under my inſpection, 
were theſe. The fauces were every where pitted deeply ; 

the uvula had been nearly half eaten through ; but 
I could diſcern no exiſting ulceration. There was, to a 
very great degree, what Is called fluffing of the head, 
ariſing probably- from the thickening of the membrane 


inveſting the noſe and frontal ſinuſes. What his feelings 


were, will beft appear Sree an extra from his. own 


: ; 'S: * . +. — 19 4 * a 
be > A * 


1 Sth. 8 Went i into the bath FER morn- 2 
« ing—Scarce any. pain. it: all. in the morning; but, | 
« towards the afternoon. and ev ening 5 experienced the 


ee pungent, gnawing ſenſations (though but flightly) 


rost; and at the ſame time 2 A kind, of. vi- 
Co being f 
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ting pain attacked my right leg, which'for a eine 


. cbt rather uneafy. 


. th. Mond. —Juſt before T roſe, "ru whine 1 was 


un dreſng, the ſhin of my right leg, and the upper part 


of my left, ached a little. At no part of the morning 
© was T totally free from pain; ſuffering either in my 
Imbs or throat, though in neither to any great __ 


* gree. From noon till bed-time, tolerably eafy. 


* 7th. Tueſd. My left ſide was principally Med 
this morning, from the hip to the ancle, and àlſo the 


left ſide of the throat; the right fide but ght 


e toubhed. The ponderous ſenfation, which uſod to feel 


As if bearing upon my noſe, was not fo great to- day. 


„ Fowards eventing, my piins' tacher' abated.” A a6 
ien ſucceeded, c. 00 

* gth. Wed. When 1 Wölk, an Yackiis Pan ſeized 
ec my left thigh; which continued, without ifttermiffion, 
«neatly alf the morning, and did not entirely abate 
* during the whole: of che Nen. The right fide but 
< gently affected. 'The throat ſcarce ached any in the 


de morning, but did in "the evening. My head felt 


«clearer to-day, and my reſpiration through the 1 


* paſſages confidetably freer. 


"*qgth. Thurf,—Went into the bath Gag! As 


* Was riding the greater part of the forenoon, and 
rather vlolently, it in ſome meaſure prevented me 


ec from watching, with my uſtal eircumſpection, the 
<< progreſs of my complaints. The exerciſe operated, as 


* jt generally does with me, in cauſing a great perſpira- 


LA tion, which ſo enfeebled and fatigued me, as to divert 
«© my attention from my common Pains. My legs were 
the parts chiefly affected to-day ; Ke throat! not mich. 
* Ancealy night, Xia: Hh 


os "FE * Toth. Fri: Much better ta Mii in many des. | 
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h legs ee = 2 good deal of freedom: from pain, | 
* which was felt chiefly in the right hip and thigh; 
bio ors eee 


c“ appeared much cleaner. 13 
/ ee alter ©; oc nighet God, nate 
( by pain, which fixed its ſeat on the leſt fide during the 
morning, and towards evening viſited the right, but 
not in fo great a degree. The left noftril was as par- 
< ticularly troubleſome as the right was eaſy, during the 
© forenoon, but afterwards grew quiet. I thought 
| 11—— plainly ſymptoms of à foul ulcer, 
< which 1 had her dos 'tinie: appichondedize bs Gene: 
The ſame fide of the throat continuediſubje& to tie 
ee uſual pain; but the healthy appearance it had pro- 
. < miſed yeſterday to wear, did not ſeem diminiſhed. 
« When my throat ached, that part of my head at the 


<. top which might be thought to land perpendicularly. = 


e over the part in the or mouth affected, was 
< always accompanied with a ſimilar gentle gnawingy 
& ſometimes on the ſide; at others on the back; and 
„ when the pain approactied neareſt de dhe roof of my 
© mouth, then the centre ached ; it is a difficult taſk co 
attempt to PA 
<«<--accompliſhed. - Doc! wire e pd T ai 
4:x2th. Sand.—A{y legs wore. Abbe aiding 
« pain all day; my thighs tolerably eaſy; and my throat 
quite ſo in the morning, but very painful towards 
evening. Noſe not affected in the fame manner 'as 
1 yeſterday, - Not much pain in che night; it it generally 
. ee in that thigh mat L ber upon, cad ſeemed as if 
t proceeding from relaxation or wearineſs. 4 
 < x3ih.jMond->-Much pain in; iny throat and legs, 
< but little in the thighs. Noſe ſtill cleat * ealy. 
E | 


705 
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Agthe Tueſd.— Better to-day. My — 
„ gnaw and ſmart fo much, and the pricking pains lay 
« chiefly in my knees and the parts of the leg adjacent: 
« Thighs rather freer from pain than uſual. The moſt 
4 difeafed noſtril flowed with a ſtnall quantity of blood. 
„ Wedneſ. 1 ch. The pains ſtill continued in my 
* degs, muth the ſame as yeſterday. |My throat ex- 
c perienced a great relief. My noſe appeared cleaner, 
yet ſubject to the appreſiion, . eee 5 

c actiem 6f reſpiratio : bh 
th. Turf. My threat And: 5 5. cr 
«, a whole day of caſe. My legs ached a little in the 
«<' morning, 1 nog ew Pain 
ee e e or 1 we ** 
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A 
10 take the nitrous acid in the doſe of two drachms 
daily, diluted, and ſweetened to his tuſte. He continued 
till he had taken fix ounces. The journal, towards the 
cloſe of this firſt trial, ſhews that the night and morning 
pains. 3 n ey: 
en e . 5 Wit: 4 tuo 

Mr reakects iber dubeedaning 'theiacid a 
theſe. The patient could not continue long under my 
immediate inſpection; and, as I had- at: my command 
= convenient apparatus for mercurial fumigations ac- 
cording to the method of Mr. Lalonette, IJ thought it 
but zuſt to give the chance of -therbenefit to be: derived 
from it, eſpecially as he was not likely to enjoy it elſe- 
where. But the fumigation acted like mercury in other 
forms. The ſaliyary glands and bowels were almoſt 
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took place. . 
nan 


the night-pains had Hu¹¹¹ with warked,. ingrsaſe of 
ſeverity. It appeared therefore, un the whale, that 
there vas a chance. of 6Jlovieting his complaints, which - 
were VO. worſt in winter, by the continugd; uſe 
N of nitrous, acid 8 „mier t 5800 298 g e gfect, | 
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« « opinions. at the — 88 of 
K 28. *diſtingth palliative; gt Wy 


ven , t Em, 18 ut, of m wer; 
cc « gage i -* eg . t it 117 4 —5 Et 
« in imparting conſiderable re ef, i b viewing 
A NE the 2 5 18 15 2 5 
. ther, io. which 1. fick commenoed the ule of the acid ; 
< and the. tolerable degree of. 
8 es. in fav "on, gage aps it . 
18 Naan Lorri FE 
*. 9, tg Ao or he weft W 1 
— IP 5 Has, 8 =p 
tc one to the _ ub, the 
<« mercury, 2 — wy my attention had 
not been ſo ſufficiently awakened to the magnitude 
ce of the danger to which. I was expoſed, as to excite 
& that ſpirit of obſervation which has vigilantly re- 
« marked the progreſs of my pains laſt felt, and the 
« effects of. the remedy laſt adopted and ftill in purſuit. 
One grand advantage I may with ſafety affirm the 
; 77d AITITA © R 2 S acid 
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| aid Pete "that ib "never was diredted 
| ce tothe deprefon of my ſpirits; but the mercury ever 
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d gxerciled its dominion over them, and that to ſuch ex- 
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. In this 8 things, 1 felt defirous not 10517 of ſe- 


curing the ground that ſeemed to be gained, "bu ut of 
advancing farther. _ I therefore found means to provide 


een. 
muriate of potaſh, and deſired him to take it in gradually 
increaſed doſes, as directed in Dr. 1712 work on 
5 Diabetes, which was put into his hands. has 

| AvouT a month ago, he informed me e that, er 
this courſe, his ſufferings had been by no means ſo much 
diminiſhed as during the firft five months of the current 
year. I muſt add, however „ that a medical gentlemin 
aſſured me, at the ſame time toe, dat juſtice had been by u 
means done to the remedy. a4 46 

.T rave given the, nitrous acid in ſeveral We vb" 
nereal cafes 3 but, as the opinions of the patients obliged 
me to give mercury at the fame time, I ſhall not pro- 


duce the particulars, The quantity o of mercury was 
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aus fmall, while the acid was given in full dofes. 


In one caſe, after taking the acid about a fortnight; the 
. patient left me, and put himſelf under the care of a 
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ſurgeon. eon. „A che voſt ae mplete cure wis effected. oy 
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ACCOUNTS of American antiſyphilitic vegetables 
will be treated with little intereſt as ſuppoſed echoes of 
Eſſay, and in the preceding pages, queſtion of the 
reality of their exiſtence, and as the following narra- 
tive is in itſelf remarkable, I ſhall give it a place in 
this Appendix. In 1794, there was publiſhed at Madrid, 
by Franciſce Balmis, M. D. Army Surgeon, a pamphlet 
containing the hiſtory of many trials of two American 
plants, an Agave and a , in various ſtages of 
ſyphilis. 

Tun Account bears. that, in 
arrived at Mexico, and preſented to the Council of 
Health there a new remedy for the yenereal diſeaſe. He 
acquired the knowledge of it from an Indian, his re- 
lation, whoſe family had uſed it in Acapuacano, time 
immemorial. It conſiſted of two indigenous American 
plants, the efficacy of which Viana affirmed that he knew 
from an experience of 36 years, By order of the Council, 
the new remedy was firſt tried in the Hoſpital of St. 
Giorame Di Dio, where 27 patients were cured of 
the venereal diſeaſe. Twelve men and 6x women, 
whom Viana had treated in private practice, were de- 
clared cured by the phyſicians and ſurgeons of the 
Hoſpital. Afterwards, 40 male, and 20 female patients, 
ſuffering under various forms of lues venerea, were com- 
mitted te Viana, e 


io s N R 3 Prac- 


| 
* 
* 


— 3 — — — — IN : 
1 8 3 — Pg 2 


— 4 — 
...... Ä W . T . DN NN DN CCC _ 
— 


practitioners. 25 were, cured ir i 


( 248 ) 


2 days; 5 were 
with the leproſy 


nearly well ; and 42 


| likewiſe, was cured! At a ſubſequent meeting of 


medical men, it was aſcertained, that of the remaining 


29 patients, 10 had become perfectly well, 13 were 
much better, and 6 had received ſome amendment. It 


was now determined to entruſt the remedy to ſkilful 


Hftitioners; in order to fimplify its application. The 
nolee fell firſt on Dr. Jave, Phyſician to the Hoſpital, 
and afterwards" on Dr. Balmis; immediately on bis re- 
turn to Mexico. On his way; he had every where 


neard de praiſes of the new Om but felt. Oo 


of its powers himſelf. 
VrawA, and the phyſicians who fiſt uſed it; eulen 


| three forinulas'; one was a ſudorific decoction, made of 
2 of Putifie, or a liquid prepared by ſermentation 


from the herb Maguey (Agave); 302. of the root; 2 oz. 
of viper's fleſh, I 0z. of Caſtile roſes, which were 
boiled down to one half. This decoction Was drunk, 
every other day, warm in bed, and ſweating eröemüesd 


by other means. Next, recourſe was had te elyſters, 


confiſting of a pound of decoction of aniſeed and ſenna, a 


drachm and half of the powder of | Begonia, and a 
drathm ef eblocynth. Theſe were given the alternate 


days. In nine days, che following decoction was pre- 


ſeribed: An ounce and half of the root of © prunus, 


(which prunus ?) 2 dracthms' of ſaſſafras- wood and 
willow-bark, a drachm of citron gum and reſin of log- 
wood, were * N di in two TRI of Penal to 


one Wa 2-152 
Dr. Balmis juſtly me theſe three lune He 
and 3 ounces of the Agave to be boiled down to 
one half, and adminiſtered the decoction, as à ſudorifie, in 
N ſmaller doſes, tor'a Oy CI 

'S - according 


'A 


EMT. : 


according to circumſtances, t till a Cure was elkectel. He 
alſa. ordered. 2 ſcruples of Be onia-root to be addec 0 
half 2 pound of ſome emollient decoction, and given 28 a 
clyſter ; or elſe, in caſe of conſtipation, he gave the 
Begonia internally in pills, and, to delicate patients, in 
decoction. When other medicines were indicated, they 
were employed, and the Begonia ſometimes for an 
emetic. When the 'evacuation by ſweat or purging 
was too great, the remedies. were omitted. In this 
way a great number of perſons, of all ages, were 
cured of lues, even children and pregnant women; nor 
| was any miſchief known to ariſe from the treatment. 
Within half 2 year, 32 3 fecovered under 5 b. Balis, 
and 17 under Dr. Jave, en FEY 
Tun author was now ordered to Spain, to try the 
new remedy. He carried with him 2500 W of the Abave, | 
and 750 of the Begonia. In the hoſpitals at Madrid, 
under the inſpection of various phyſi icians, he inftituted : A 
multiplicity of trials, which are related in the ſecond, 
third, and fourth chapters of the work. A tabular vier 
is giyen of the quantity of medicines employed. Of the 
ſudorific decoction, from 25 to 7 5 02. were found ne- 
, cellary to the cure; of which from 4 to 9 oz. were 
given at various interyals. The quantity of Begonia 
17 uſed in clyſters was from 90 to 800 grains. 
or each, from 24 to 50 were taken. The clyſters 
were repeated according to circymſtances. Moſt of the 
Patierits were cured ; ſome remarkably ſoon, and- many 
in the f moſt deplorable ſtate. The Agave is deſcribed in 
the ſeventh chapter, as Agave Americana, hexandria, 
monogynia, Joliis dentatis ſpinoſis, fuſte ramgſo. The 
Begonia is a new ſpecies, which the author names 
 Balmifiana, | after his own name, It is uſed alone by the 


Ms of Ocuila and Acapuacano in ſyphilis, | Its moſt 
OY On 


$1 


\ „ 
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ſenſible os" are | vomiting and- purging. | Uſes not 
difimilar to thoſe of mercury, in ſcrofula, diſeaſes of 
c the ſkin, and obſtructions, are aſcribed to the Agave. 


APPENDIX. 
ons P 1 
an. by Dr. 5 of Marel upon Tye. 


Richaxp A inhabitant of Needle, 
| 23 years of age, an in-patient, admitted March 1, 1798, 
on account of a deep venereal ulcer of the glans penis 
and preputium—Diſeaſe of three weeks ſtanding— Had 
taken no medicine, except a ſingle bolus with gr. iij. 
of calomel, before he applied for relief at the Infirmary. 
On the 2d of March he began to drink, daily, ij. of 
nitric acid, in water. On the 7th, it was increaſed to 
Siij. daily. The ulcer appeared greatly diminiſned on 
the 19th; but a flight ſwelling appeared in one of the 
inguinal glands. Leeches were applied to it, —April 
_ 24th, ſuppuration has taken place in the groin. Ulcer of 
the penis quite gone. May 7th, the diſeaſed gland having 
gradually and completely healed, and having no ſ ymptom 
of his original complaint, he was diſmiſſed.— He was 
requeſted to return to the Infirmary upon the flighteſt 
return of any ſymptom, He was ſeen in June, ſtill well. 
The acid had no ſenſible operation, except increaſing | 
urine. —N, B. Part of the prepuce was . to be re- 
moved, which OY retarded the cure. 5 


8 . =tat. 3+ n b | 


Beer of the ee the palate and noſe 
| SD | | - Gn, 


4 
62 


carious; and often diſcharged- in-finall zortions 

firſt affected with cantata nos ator 
ago. He began to take ſmall doſes of hydrargyrus 
cinereus, with the decoction of mezereon, 12th October, 
1797, and continued this plan till the 4th'of December, 
without producing any benefit. He afterwards began to 
take the nitric acid in the uſual way, firſt 3ij. then 3ij. 
daily, in a pint of water. After long and patient per- 
ſeverance for nearly two months, no ſymptom being 
mitigated, and an eruption appearing on the head, he 
left it off. By the uſe of muriated barytes, and decoction 
of bark, his ſtrength recruited, and the ulcer of the 
palate healed. A diſcharge from the noſe, however, ſtill 
continues, (Oct. 6th, 1798. N. B. He began to take 
8 res of 1 nnn ae and . them 


| Soi Pa Etat. onda ee ee 
mitted June 21ſt, 1798 Glans penis totally deſtroyed - 
Throat deeply corroded by ulceration Skin covered 
. with circular ſcabby eruption—Diſeaſe of nine months 
duration. He had uſed mercury, he ſaid, in different 
forms, with the effect of increaſing, inſtead of relieving. 
his complaint.—21ſt June, he took gij. of nitric acid in 
water, and continued it daily till the gth of July, with- 
out the leaſt advantage. As he was griped in his 
bowels by the acid, it was not increaſed in quantity.— 
9th July, Began to take a grain of hydrargyrus cinereus, 
and thi. of decoction of mezereon, daily.—By the 20th of 
July, the ulceration of the throat was much diminiſhed, 
the eruption had begun to (diſappear, and his general 
health was much mended. His medicine having pro- 
N pers, he * left it off — for 


ſome 


W 
* 


{ 252 ) 


His time, b inflammation returned to all the 1 
merly diſeaſed parts. He is again (Oct. 6th) purſuing 
the plan of hydrargyrus cinereus and decoction of 
e and 1 pe will receive. nn banat. 


Cs 8 ; — | 
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3212 du by Me. uu. a 
dow ir, en 5 1 
e will find, by a to your ee that, 
in eee of caſes treated with nitrous acid, I have 
mentioned the exhibition of mercury in the two. caſes 
which were moſt evidently venereal, and that no 
material benefit had followed the uſe of it: the other 
patient (Ann Thaven) had the hydrarg. nitrat. ruber 
applied in large quantities to her leg, but did not try 
mercury in any other form. You will judge beft, 
whether this could have acted by abſorption as mercury 
on her ſyſtem. The following caſe is that which I 
| Promiſed to, ſend you, wherein perceptible 2 a 
„ ee ee i 0g, HER we. 
| Your obedient humble hea 
20 Oy RY e SOWLES. 
Lusen. ſpuare, OZ. 12, 1798. wy EPR pig! 
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WinirzeD Mason, ætat. 30, was admitted under 
my care at St. Peter's Hoſpital, in November, 1797. 
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abdomen, arms and legs, To add to her misfortunes, 
ſhe was nearly ſeven months advanced in pregnancy. 
From ſome enquiries reſpecting the diſeaſe, I had reaſon 
to believe that ſhe had taken a ſmall. quantity of 
hydrarg. muriat. ſeveral weeks before her admiſſion, 
which removed a ſoreneſs of the throat. Nov. 19th, the. 
began to take, daily, a drachm of nitrous acid, in a pint 
of water, ſweetened with ſyrup. In three days, this 
quantity was increaſed one half; and, on the 1ſt of De- 
cember, it was farther augmented to two drachms and a 
half. The ulcers were dreſſed with a ſimple ointment, 
as before the commencement of the nitrous acid. In 
a week after this medicine had been uſed, the ulcers im- 
proved in appearance, and, in a month, were all ci- 
catrized ; meanwhile, a violent hemicrania came on 
which was my principal reaſon for increaſing the acid 
to the quantity above mentioned: this ſymptom, how- 
ever, gradually increaſed ſo much as to produce occa- 
fional delirium. After continuing the acid until the 
middle of January, 1798, and finding that ſhe nauſcated' 
WO extremely, I proceeded no farther in the trial. 
Calomel was then exhibited, every night, in pills of 
three grains, joined with one of opium. In the courſe 
ern the head- ach yielded to this medicine, and 
no other was found neceſfary to complete the cure. At 
a beginning of February, ſhe was delivered of a healthy 
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Letter from Mr. Hammicf. OF 
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| Royal n i oct. Als ts 

Dear > 

a 20 leave to ſtate 8 that, x one 1 had the 
1 of writing to you in March laſt, we have given 
the nitrous acid in a great variety of caſes, both with 
primary and ſecondary ſymptoms of the lues venerea, to 
a greater number of which caſes mercury had been un- | 
ſucceſsfully. given on board their. reſpeRive ſhips, pre- 
vious to their admiſſion. inte this Hoſpital. The advan- 
tages derived from its exhibition have been ſuch as to 
give us ſincere pleaſure, and induce us to perſevere in its 
continuance, though not perhaps. to ſuch an unlimited 
extent as when we firſt entered on its uſe, which I be- 
lieve has been invariably found to be the caſe with all 
new medicines ; for time and experience, the ſureſt of 
all guides, have now enabled us nearly to ſay, at firſt 
- ſeeing our patient, where this medicine will, and where 
it will not, effect a cure; and, from the obſervations 
which we have daily made, we have nat the leaſt heſita- 
tion in declaring it boldly, as our opinion, that this 
medicine . will ſtand the teſt of unprejudiced exhibition, 
and will continue to be given with permanent ſucceſs to 
the greater number of venereal caſes that occur, not- 
withſtanding the oppoſition and e that have been 
* raiſed againſt it. 
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STEPHEN HAMMICK. 
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As 10 am e to write 3 Pow amore. it 
will be almoſt impoſſible for me to give an accurate 
detail of the ſymptoms of my patient, or of his habits of 
life. He is now at a great diſtance from me, and I am 
unacquainted with his addreſs; otherwiſe I wml mer. 
baum ROE re: : 
14. P, applied to me ps Se ih in May, So vj He 
informed me that, about four months before, he had 
been infected in London. His ſymptoms were, firſt, 
a diſcharge from the urethra, and afterwards chancres on. 
the glans penis. On application to a practitioner, mer- 
curials were adminiſtered to him, internally and e- 
ternally, for about fix weeks. The diſcharge ſtopped, 
the chancres healed, and he thought himſelf” perfectiy 
cured. . He continued well for about two months, and re- 
moved into the country. Shortly after his journey, he 
was 2 little alarmed by the appearance of blotches on 
different parts of his body, particularly about his fore- 
head and on his legs. He at firſt conſidered his com- 
plaint as ſcorbutit, and, in conſequence, took ſome old 
| BEE | : | Wo- 


— 
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woman's remedies. Not finding the eruption 8 
and, in addition, feeling wandering pains in different 
parts, he applied to me, ſuſpecting his ſymptoms to be 
the ſecondary ones of lues venerea. I thought this caſe 
a fair one to make trial of the nitric acid in, and began 
by giving hitti a drachm in three doſes. © Finding it per- 
fectly agree with him, I incteaſed' it, the ſecond day, 
to two drachms. After continuing to take this quan- 
tity, daily, for about a fortnight, the blotches began to 
diſappear, particularly from about his forehead, and the 
nocturnal pains ceaſed. In about three weeks, very few 
remained. Being obliged, about this time, to ſleep fre- 
| quently from home, he became infected with the itch. 
For this he applied, externally, ſulphurated oirttment 
mingled” with a little calomel, and continued to take the” 
nitric acid. The itch puſtules, and few remaining | 
venereal blotches, diſappeared together; and, in about 
five weeks from the time of his commencing to take the 
nitric acid, he was perfectly cured. It is now two 
months ſince T have ſeen him; but I hear that he is 
married, and continues perfectly well. On the authen- 
ticity of this caſe you know br 4 eva can 0 
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N 60 15 SINGLE obſervation has, in gener, Toa Wenn 


<«. ever, ſingle: obſervations occaſionally deſere attenn 


« tion; and in our time, when it is aſſumed as com- 


e pletely demonſtrated khat venereal parents beget 


« weakly, but not infected children, and that the diſeafe 
« is communicated to the children only when the mo- 
<<. ther has buleers in the paſſages; the following oc 
c feurrence appears to me not ebe e 
c This may excuſe its publication- Ag" Be 


In February, 1795, à country g * way * 
<«< plied to me. She had venereal ulcers in her throat; 


« And in the vagina, with fici near the anus and labia 


% pudendi. She ſaid, ſhe had been infected by a girl 


4c with whom ſhe had ſlept. She urgently aſked fot 


<«.. fpeedy help, and deſired J would enable. her to 
<< preſerve ſecrecy, as no one knew of her complaint but 
„her mother, and her father would uſe her il. The 


„ razscaizab Hahnemann's ſoluble mercury, and 
ea ptiſan for internal uſe, and ſublimate, partly in a 


5 Jotion and partly. in mucilage, and honey of roſes, with . 


ct extract of wallnut en as MR 4h che th 
2 ebe chroat. r Wh 1 - 333 1 
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c I + a fortnight, t e 7 mother mh word that | 
« all went on well. The throat was nearly, and the 
ce ulcers of the pudenda quite healed ; but the little 
« lumps had not quite diſappeared. "They had ſtill ſome 


2 left of the internal medicines ; but the other were all 


« gone. By my calculation, the internal medicines 
« ſhould all have been uſed: I aſked, therefore, how any 
« came to be left, and was told that they went againſt 
«, the patient, and het ſhe could not bay that attention 
33 thas a "ORE es. 


"pgs, con that the patient, though all the ſymptoms 


4 ſhould difappear, would, ſoonet or later, fall into 
e the mother herſelf promiſed that my 
c directions ſhould be exactly obſerved, took the pre- 


cc feription, and departed. ...... .. *. 


« P A 5 0 


44 4 48 . . For à long time I heard nothing of 
c the girl, till after a full half year, when the mother 


. extremely well. On enquiry, I found that all the 
; ; eee eee POOR by the uſe of the external 


means, and that none of the internal medicines had 


5 * Deen, touched. This fair avowal made me anxious 


« for the future; and. I propoſed to watch the 


4 party. . This attention was needleſs. In July 
« (1797) the mother returned, and informed me that 


515 ec her daughter had been all along very well, and, four 


« weeks ago, had been delivered of a child. The 
e child had appeared plump, but had at birth a ſcurf, 


& which. increaſed every day, and rendered it very 


et miſerable. The midwife had given the mother and 


& child variety of .domeſtic remedies, but all in vain. 
i . Her K richt. She wiſhed I 
* 1 1 | . would 


| &« freſh lumps about the ar anus. Struck with the account, I 
s ſent the mother away without advice, and deſired to ſce 


: | cc they appeared. k learned and obſerved-what follows: 
ö 60 The child much emaciated, has much thirſt, is con- 


| 6 -mogly green ſtools. The abdomen was fomewhat 


« tion had been obſeryed ; and, ſoon afterwards, the child 
d had become raw whereyer the ſkin 3 and 


e pea to that of a ſmall bean, which ſuppurated firſt, and 
<< then dried up, Now the child was covered all over, 

“ partly with ſuppurating puſtules, and partly with dry 
e of the ſkin, looked at bottom white and fatty. The 


the eye-lids not inflamed ; the mouth clean. . 


e plained. of any thing about his genitals, which muſt 


<« diſeaſed. Within eight or nine days, ſhe faid, ſuch 


— 7 * 
* 
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6 U 
* would order her the old lotion again, as ſhe had gotten 


« her daughter and the infant without delay. In tuo days. 


<< Kantly reſtleſs, cries much, ſleeps little, and. has com- 
<, tenſe. Inmediately after birtb, a reddiſh ſcurfy erup- 


< at the ſame time puſtules broke out, from the ſize of a 


« ſcyrf. The raw places diſcharged much, and the folds 
te face was wrinkled and bluiſh ; the eyes were dull; 
« SINCE. the venereal ion, the mother had found 


c herſelf perfectly well, not having obſerved the leaſt 
cc preternatural appearance; nor had her huſband com- 


<« have been the caſe, had any part of the vagina been 


« lumps as before had appeared again. They gave her 


no pain, nor was ſhe in the leaſt indiſpoſed; but it 
« might grow worſe, and her huſband come to the 
« knowledge of her former complaint. Therefore * 
would do what was proper. 


be. From this account, I judged the kei diele mother, 
<« and. the cutaneous ailment of the infant, to have the 
e fame origin. But as preconceived opinions eaſily 


lead into error, I rejected this idea, and inſtituted 
LET be be S a ſecond 


: 4 
| | 


3 
OE 


4 4 focohil careful examination, SOT Wen ſtricteſt 
0 rules of art, in order to dete 
6 certainty, whether the infant's complaint'was not to 


ine,” with the utmoſt 


ce be deduced from ſome other cauſe. But 1 diſcovered 


« nothing different, and 'was "obliged | to declare the 
e diſorder venereal, and treat it as uch. I therefore 
ce preſeribed, for the mother, mercurials internally, 


« ordered a proper diet, gave her à decoction of the 


cc woods for her ordinary drink; and for the child, 


« 1 preſeribed ſeveral viſceral clyſters daily. 


I Kvow not whether the diſorder of this child 


will be generally admitted to be venereal or not. 
« On careful examination, I could find no motive 
4 fot doubt. Therefore, for the ſake of information, or 
cc correction, I can only offer to n to every ob- 
"0 jection that may be offered. Were the infant 
vy actually infected, it could be no otherwiſe than in 
de ntero, as, at the time of birth, the mother had not 
« the ſmalleſt local affection about the pudenda, In 
« © ſuch crore the fact ane ns rink: mn * 
So far W e of the itn cad. I the 
caſe that occurred to me, the recital of faint and obſcure 
recollections led me to ſurmiſe, that the mother of my 


patient was not locally affected at his birth; and that 


he never had any but a conſtitutional diſeaſe. The 
caſe which 1 have above partly abridged and 11 


tranſtated, was then quite unknown to me. But 1 


have long been convinced, that medical men have too 
little attended to the connection en r OS 
ben os soft the ge and the foetus. 
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Dear 8 IL, . eng 1 : 
„ your. requeſt I. ſend, mc res, 
ſult of the caſes which I tr ted to you about twelve 
months ago. The cure has been permanent in Lk 
except No. II. Page 27 See above.' |. 6 
O the 24th of September laſt, this patient R | 
plied to me. I diſcovered in the throat two ſmall cal- 
lous ulcers, which the patient ſuppoſed might have 
ſubſiſted about "fix weeks. The poſſibility of a freſh 
infection was poſitiyely denied. I ordered the nitrous | 
acid in the quantity of gifs. in the day. After one 
week no improvement had taken place. The difficulty 
in ſwallowing, . and pains in the head, had rather in- 
creaſed. The doſe was augmented to two drachms in 
the day, with a grain of opium at bed time. At the 
end of the ſecond week, the ulcers were a 
enlarged—Jeglutition extremely difficult the pain in 
the temples and right ear intolerable—ſpeech hardly ar- 
ticulate from the ſoreneſs of the throat and, fauces. A 
_ profuſe ptyaliſm had taken. place, the only inſtance of 
it I have met with from the acid ; but without any of 
the fetor and excoriation attendant on ptyaliſm from 
mercury. As the diſeaſe was evidently gaining ground, 
and even appeared to be aggravated by the acid, I thought 
it unjuſtifiable to perſiſt, T Mercury, in moderate doſes, 
was adminiſtered, and in 2 Mays GY, Tau of 
the diforder had diſappeared. + 
Tus failure of the acid on is capes is the more 
| remarkable, as the ſymptoms yielded to it readily, When 
8 2 | * | 


. * 


5 cm} 
formerly TO May not this be accounted for 


upon the ſuppoſition of 2 quantity of mercury ſtill re- 
maining in the bien at "the * time of its firſt exhi- 
inen Eo 
As ſome caſes are cob of gonorrhea, 3 to 
have been cured by nitrous acid, I take the opportunity 
of ſubmitting the followingy"0in which very 38 * 
effects were experieneed from it. In mene laſt, Mr. 
A. contracted a gonorrhea and Thanere on the en 
both of which yielded in the cburſe of a few days to 
aſtringent inzections and local eſeharoties. Upon men- 
tioning the antiſyphilitie properties of nitrous acid, he 
| became deſirous of trying it, being averſe to mercury, 
as his health had ſuffered: greatly from a recent courſe of 
that remedy indeed from the great irritability of his 
bowels and ſalivary glands, it was extremely difficult to 
adminiſter it in tolerable quantity, and he was ſtill ap- 
prehenſive that che e n was not Oy 
„„ 7 
Tux acid was Gideres in das of 15 in the * | 
The good effets on his general health were immediate; 
but in leſs than a week, his gonorrhœa and ardor 
urinæ, which had totally diſappeared, were as bad . as- 
ever, which obliged: him to deſiſt. I adviſed him to 
refume it when the gonorrhea ſhould have ſubſided ; and 
accordingly in about twelve days he began again with 
one drachm a day, but with preciſely the ſame effect in 
reproducing the complaint. About this time his atten- 
tion was withdrawn from this diſorder by a fever of 
three weeks continuance, during which the gonorrhœa 
had again entirely ſubſided. The acid was now ordered 
2 third time, in the doſe of one drachm, with mucilage 
of gum arabic; and a third time found to be equally 


225 to his general u and Eb! eſſicacious in 
; ; | 8 re- 
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| reproducing the Nude urinee and gonorthats, notwit! 


ſtanding a ng: an interval. +5 as 8 l "Rs 
tee Bo I remain, Dear Sir, e. 3 
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plaint in Dec. 1797. On the ad of January, 1798, he 
applied to Mr. Anſtice v, who found him with chancres on 
the glans and prepuce, and a ſwelling in his groin. - He 
was directed to take a -mercunal pill every evening, and 
to rub a drachm of the unguentum hydrargyri fortius 
into his thigh in the courſe of the day. A mixture of 
mercury and mucilage of gum arabic was alls given. 
Theſe remedies were continued till the 26th, during 
which time a flight ſalivation took place. Nocturnal 
pains in the head were felt, and an ulcer difcovered in 
the throat. As the ſymptoms did not at all decreaſe, 
and the ſtrength of the patient failing, it was determined 
to have recourſe to the nitrous acid; and on the 
4th of February, 2:-mixtune|;/conipoſed: of acid. nitros. 
gifs; ſyr. ſimp. ü. diluted in water, was Pan | 
daily. The ulcers foon began e to es the en F 
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„„ 
ſubſided,” the patient a his ſtrength, 45 and by 
. > 8th of March all medicines were diſcontinued, 
he appeared perfectly cured. He has had no return 
of his Complaints Anda, and i is now opera . 
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Caſe by 1 2 Surgeon, 8 ö 


J. A. Et. 26, contracted the venereal: diſeaſe in the 
form of gonorrhœa after ſome time a venereal opthal- 
mia came on, for the cure of which he took mercurial 


5 medicines, and uſed ſuitable applications under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Cole, by whom he was admitted an in- 


patient of our Infirmary, Sept. 2, 1797; he loſt the ſight 
of his right eye in conſequence of the violence of the 
venereal ophthalmia, a circumſtance that I believe gene- 
rally happens when this affection takes place—if the 

diſorder be really occaſioned in the way Aſtrue imagines, 


viz. + The patients having inadvertently waſhed their 
eyes with their own urine whilſt labouring- under the 
_ virulent gonorrhea *.“ Phe inflammation of J. A-'s 


eye ſubſiding, and the other ſymptoms appearing ſub- 
dued, he was ee en e a ee e 
the x4th following. | 8 

HE applied again for adraiftion Fr 95 2598, and was 
received on my day of taking in patients, and "hoof 
ene _ ms my rn 275 n me 1 


«a FS +, 11 ty ) Lok . | 
= ks Chapman on the Veneral puh 2d rates, re, 
p. 276, N Fax 7 SS 2 
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for many weeks „* ſevere 
| pains in his head and limbs, and that ſome! ſores. had 
ately made their appearance on his. yard, which he did 
| not at firſt attend to, thinking them only eauſed by the 
heat of his body and ' fretting of the ſkin. of that part. 
| Theſe excoriations, as he deſcribed” them to be, appeared 
en examination to be chancres of a very foul and malig- 
nant aſpect; on my charging him with having con- 
tracted a freſh complaint, he aſſured me in the moſt 
poſitive terms, that he had not been connected with any 
female ſince his diſmiſſion from the Infirmary... A poul- 
tice of bread and milk, with yeaſt ſpread on its ſurface, 
was applied to the penis, and he was ordered to take 
the following mixture within the 1 of every * 
four hours. 
. Nitros. 37 
| FpPyr. Sacchar. 3). 
5 Aq. diſtill. ij. m. : 
Aſter having taken' the above regularly for fix or es 
days, the pains in his head were conſiderably relieyed ; | 
about the ſame time the poultice was laid aſide, and the 
chancres, which now appeared much cleaner, were dreſſed 
with a ſimple cerate only, compoſed of wax and oil, in 
order to try if the nitrous acid taken internally and 
alone, without the affiſtance of mercurial, or any other. 
active external application, would affect any change in 3 
them, or promote their diſpoſition to heal; at the firſt, 
and during a few of the following dreffings, the diſchatge 
| from them was very great and corroſive, in conſequence 
of which he was directed ta renew the dreflings four 
times a day, and afterwards thrice a day, and to'waſh - 
the ſores at each dreſſing with a ſoft ſponge dipped in 
milk and water. In the courſe of a fortnight I had the 
ſatisfaction tg obſerve thoſe chancres put” end A — 
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Apeck, and begin to granulate: their callous edges 
: gradually ſoftened. and diſappeared, and the inflammation 
and tumefaction of the chats that Argh theſe 
appearances, ſoon ſubſided. 5 
Tus patient perſevered i in the: uſb. ohh the "_ in nabe | 
doſe at firſt directed (its good effects being ſtill ſo evi- 
dent, and the complaint rapidly advancing towards a 
cure, I did not think it neceſſary to increaſe 157 n 
Auguſt 25 1798, when he was diſcharged cured. 
Ir will fearcely admit of à doubt (if this ee 
afertion may be relied upon, and I have no reaſon to 
ſuſpect him of falſehood) that the ſpmptoms under which 


he Taboured on his ſecond admiſfion into the Infirmary 
were truly ſecondary,” nor will it be diſputed, I preſume, 
by any impartial judge, that the cure of them was 
effected by the nitrous acid alone, I deſired, if he ſhould 
have any return of his complaints, that he would again 
apply to me, which 92 ne to 00. wor RE" 
nothing of him ſince. 5 


Margery October 1 6, 1 798. 


Ms. B An, whoſe eſſays © on the venereal diſeaſe 1 
have lately ſeen, has, I obſerve, amongft | other more 
important caſes, thought proper to notice the few out- 
: lines I ſent, 1. preſume, that, notwithſtanding his in- 
ſinuations and critical | remarks, it would have been 
difficult for him, had he ſeen the fales, to have invali- 
dated the facts there ſtated; and had Mr. Blair, or any 


other unprejudiced ſurgeon ſeen the caſe termed fiſtula 


in ano in that collection (merely becauſe it bad been ſo 


| ſtyled to the patient by the medical gentleman that at- 
- tended him previous to his admiffion) he would, 1 think, 


baye agreed with me, that the diſeaſe was aſſuredly | 


n of which ] muſt . believe the ſinuous ulcers, 


| deſcribed 
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'T nork it t will not "hay improper to . * e 
tion more concerning Bffay ys on the V-nereal Dyſeafe. 
After my Strictures had been ſent t to the publiſher in 
London, and indeed after part bad been printed off, 1 
received from the Effayiſt, a letter, compoſed ; in a ſtrain 
of deference, worthy of a perfect courtier, and abound- 
ing in excellent general remarks. That the queſtion 
ſhould be decided by fair experiments, not by high authority, 
by palpable evidence, not by premature conjectures, is un- 
doubtedly my wiſh ; and theſe, though I had lels hap- 
pily expreſſed them, are the very ſentiments with which | 
T had already prefaced my remarks on the Eflay. 

DousrL Ess alſo, on being told, that if in a work i in 
which there is queſtion of you, there ſhould appear to be 
any thing perſonal, diſreſpectful, uncandid, or otherwiſe 
improper in regard to yourſelf or Jour correſbondents, the 
aoriter hopes he ball be at all times ready to offer a ſuitable | 
apolegy ; it is impoſſible not to be touched by ſentiments 
ſo honourable ; and to regret that you have any ground 
for a charge againſt the perſon by whom e are "thus | 
handſomely avowed. 

Bur Iam engaged i in an n enquiry, i in ahh thoſe whom 
it concerns have need of truth, not of complaifance.” The 
queſtion having been © once carried before the tribunal of - 
the public, by the author of the Eflay, in a controverſial 
ſhape, I think it would be betraying the eauſe of buman 

"MAR 1} 
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- Gibay to fink Ah: of the evidence ER private 
G2 „enen. That the new ſubſtances have not only 
A degree of real antivenereal power, but ſuch a degree 
as will often avail where the more uſual means would 
not ſerve, or would deſtroy, appears to me to reſult 
clearly from the whole of the evidence. And I am 
| thoroughly convinced, that groſs injuſtice has been 
done to the ſubject itſelf, and to ſeveral who have ably 
treated ir. What therefore, under this, feeling, I have 
oppoſed to daſhing concluſions, or petulant miſtatements, 
J ſhall not either retra& or ſoften. I ſubmitted to an 
ungrateful office. But ſomewhat of benefit may reſult 
from the undertaking. If good judges coincide with me 
in opinion, their indignation, I think, may render young 
authors more cautious how they lightly treat fincere 
"ER and queſtions of the higheſt intereſt. | 

In conſequence of ſuch improper conduct, much indi- - 
vidual ſuffering may eaſily have been needleſsly endured. 
As there are many whom flight reaſons for inactivity 
will ſatisfy, enquiry has probably been checked, and the 
miſchief, reſulting from miſrepreſentation, muſt have 
reached far beyond the circulation of the Eſſay. For the 
8 of the author thoſe who vouch for his quali- 
fications, and who, it may be, are of his private ac- 
quaintance—ſnatch at every occaſion of propagating his 
opinions, almoſt making it a crime to think differently, 
and holding up the iſſue of the enquiry as an example 
to diſparage even the moſt paltry of medical projects. Such 
. was the tone they adopted when they firſt ſpoke of the 
„Fr ; and this tone they ſtill venture to maintain. 
4 The power of the gaſſes in curing conſumptions, 
4 paliy, and a chouſand other complaints, and of the 
00 nitric and other acids in ſuperſeding the ule of mer- 

t cury in the venereal complains have been 10 highly 
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<« extolled, {by w] as that of the tractom is now; f 
<« and as a much greater, number of caſes have heen al- 
« ledged- to eſtabliſh their eſſcacy than are here: pro- 
60 duced; and yet when the prejudice which novelty and 
<© ſome accidental circumſtances and eures had excited 
* were diſpelled, and the experiments came to be re- 
< peated by a greater number of perſons, their teputa- 
ce tion diminiſhed juſt in proportion to the number of 
« perſons. who uſed them, and the permet that Were 
« tried.” — Britiſh Gritic; Mou. 1798. p. $91! 11, oc 
Tuos who attend to the progreſs of the e. in- 
veſtigation may think it a little ſingular, that ſo hardy 
an aſſertion ſhould have gone abroad, about the ſame 
time with the much improved ſecond. edition of. Dr. 
Rollo s treatiſe on the Diabetes Mellitus—a work which 
diſcloſes many arcana of the animal economy, and in 
particular adds ſome ſcores of ſyphilitic caſes. to the credit 
fide of the account of nitrous acid, and eee er- 
genated muriate of potaſh. i 
IA ſorry that the interrupted manner, in N this | 
collefion has been printed, did not allow. me to take 
advantage of Dr. Rollo's publication. It will doubtleſs 
- circulate as widely as that which I am now bringing ta 
a concluſion; and on this account I ſhall not annex any 
abſtract of its contents. But there is one point which, 
as it muſt be intereſting to every attentive reader of both 
works, I ſhall not entirely paſs over... I mean the com- 
parative power and advantages of the nitrous aid, 1 
the oxygenated muriate of potaſn. 
Tux recommendation. of nitrous Pet s, , that, FY * 
cheap and eaſy to be had „ i er de id 
IIxs diſadvantages are confidetable. ; x: It dot, ub 
fant effect on the teeth, „The patient who. takes it fg 
the cure of the yenereal, complaint, is obliged felon 
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2 gest bulk of liquid: It is repofted (even when ſweet- 


ened) not very unfrequently* to produce ſiekneſs, pain 
in the ſtomach, and diarrheea, in which latter caſe its 


e on the diſeaſe is probably weakened or deſtroyed. 


Tux oxygenated ſalt will probably ſoon ceaſe to be 


ſtcarce, or very dear. I have been ſupplied with it in a 


ſtate of the greateſt purity by Mr. Hoyle, jun. of May- 
field, near Mancheſter, at two ſhillings the ounce, tak- 
ing a quantity not leſs than à pound; and at this rate I 
| hope that it will ſoon be generally afforded. ' 
Tuts one inconvenience is balanced by ne 
in every other reſpect. In bulk, in taſte, in its effect 
on the ſtomach and bowels; it ſeems upon the whole 
ſuperior to the nitrous acid: e as we have ſeen, 


it cannot with ſucceſs be adminiſtered abſolutely at ran- 


dom, with reſpect to quantity or form. But its Feed 
_ is probably more eaſy than that of the acid. | 
Or the efficacy of the acids when compared with one 
another, nothing can as yet be faid. We poſſeſs teſti 
monies in favour of ſeveral ; but it will probably be long 
| before the others are tried as extenſively as the nitrous. 
T endeavoured, wherever I could, to obtain reports con- 
cerning this, becauſe T underſtood that numerous experi- 
ments with the oxygenated falt were going on at Wool- 
wich; and I wiſhed b n ee to have Ferrer 
means of forming their opinion. a 31 ba 
Ox the moſt impartial view Which I am able to take 
of the facts, I am inclined, with ſome heſitation, to 
decide in favour of the oxygenated falt, But it ſeems to 
me defirable to have the compariſon carried further. 
With this view I have ſolicited Mr, Hammick, of the 
Royal Plymouth Hoſpital, who has ſeen ſo much of the 
effects of nitrous'acid, to uſe the vxygenatetd ſalt exten- 
tively, II bis ſhould be added to the" reſpeAble Autho⸗ 
. | OS 


*. 
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rity. of Mr, Cruickſhank, in fayour of this. latter, 


cine, little doubt, 1 apprehend, would r. N 1. 
queſtion. I have alſo endeavoured, - and 1 hope with 
ſucceſs, to procure Was ol oY, theſe S in the 

ivvens.” VOL A FR 004 + Fg B01. 94 mi WILT 7 
L Ir is not my. intention to continue a ſeparate a 
5 tion for yenereal caſes. But the work, deſcribed in the 
following advertiſement, of which'the firſt volume is in 
the preſs, will be open for the reception of medical facts 
of this and every other kind. I earneſtly requeſt the 


aliſtance « dd "obſervers towards | its he a 
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1. kinn, 1799, will be bb, 
By TronAs s BupDors, M. D. 


. TY FIRST OF 


CONTRIBUTIONS 70 PHYSICAL AND 
MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE. | 


Principaly from the WEST of ENGLAND an; WALES, | 


FO the expoſition of a deſign, which, if certain ob- 
vious conditions be fulfilled, cannot fail to meet with - 
approbation, few words will ſuffice. It is needleſs, in 

the preſent day, to argue -at large in behalf of he a 

| ſervation and multiplication of fats. 
DirrxxkNr medical practitioners, whom 8 
this proſpectus either met in the country, or knew as Hot- 
well patients, favoured him from time to time with a 
variety of intereſting oral communications. From the 
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manner in nw me 0 e were relate eVi- 
N . es * 


em 12121 8 ich for 420 3 attain n A 3 , RY, 
| dent that they © Were in « dange ge er or bein Joſt. q 
e 
| A WISH to fave. for the wg obſe ervations Wi lated 
t "enrich medicine, 1 the undertaking, he here 
announced. 1 In. furtherance, of this wiſh it 8 
that occahonal correſpondence, perſonal intercourſe, and 
kecility of tranſmiſfign, might c create in fayour of a Weſe- 
country publication, an intereſt * which the. Edinburgh and 
London collections do not every where « excite. 0 
Tur reader i 18 requeſted to take the term, W: 711 country 
4 a ſenſe unuſually large. He may, if he pleaſes, ex- 
tend his conception to the ſpace comprehended between 
the Land's-end, and a line running from the confines of 
Wales, along the N. NE. and E. borders of Shropſhire, 
Staffordſhire, Warwickſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Wilts, 
and Hants. It cannot be expected that a ſentiment, pro- 
ductive of co-operation, ſhould prevail over this whole 
country. The grand reliance muſt doubtleſs be Upon. 
| gleanings near home. Nevertheleſs, important informa- 
tion from the greateſt diſtance will always be as welcome 
as from the adjacent pariſh. | | 
 HiTHERTO the plan has been mentioned only to ſuch 

perſons as were known to have immediate communica- 
tions in their power. By all ſuch it has been approved 
by ſome very warmly by others ſo far as to induce them 
to grant their aid. 
Hxcz the editor candies hi himſelf as 8 ſecure 
of a volume for 1798 ; and of another for 1799. For 
_ future years, the ſupply muſt chiefly depend upon. the 
inclination which ſhall be produced at the outſet among 
| profeſſional and philoſophical men. | 
_ trr is not propoſed to confine the work frialy to 
modical papers. With the philoſophy of inanimate mat- of 
ter, which bears in fo uy: points upon his art, no 
ö | titioner 
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titioner of medicine ſhould be unacquainted. Nor does 
any thing ſeem more demonſtrable, than that every liberal- 
ly educated individual ſhould be initiated i in the philoſophy 
of animated nature. An extenſive ſeries of experiments 5 
in the firſt volume will furniſh a ſtriking example of con- 
nection between theſe branches of knowledge. And the 
utility of keeping them together ought perhaps, on 1 
occaſions, to be held up to contemplation. „ 
Other means of rendering the collection intereſting 
appear to the editor to lie within his reach. He enter- 
tains further views, relative to it, and is in hopes ere 
long of finding aſſiſtance in the taſk of providing materials 
and ſuperintending the preſs. But theſe N he 
begs leave to defer for a ſhort time. £ 
IT is his wiſh that the profits (if any accrue}: mould 
go to a public purpoſe. As the Inſtitution for inveſtigat- 
ing the medicinal powers of factitious airs will very ſpeedily 
be ſet on foot, and as the ſubſcriptions ſcarcely form a 
fund adequate to that great and difficult object, it is pro- 
| poſed that the profits of the two firſt volumes ſhould be 
deſtined to its enlargement; and that, afterwa 
be given to ſome infirmary within the diſtrict the 
ticular inficmary to be determined, each yrs 1 * 


Crir ron, dag 20, 1798. 


% 


75 


„ Communications may be addreſſed to Dr. Beads or to Mr. 
| 5 Cortle, N nw 
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 Iixd in the new French edition of Dr. Swediaur's 


Uratiſe on ſyphilitic complaints a fact, which deſerves 
to be taken into conlideration ow ues the report 


( 
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: Am No. VI. 


60 — is,” obſerves this ther, 9 e e 
of great importance which I durſt not decide in the 
former editions af this work Whether ſyphilis can 


be communicated to children by generation; or, to 
ſpeak more exactly, If an infected father can commu- 
nicate the diſeaſe to the child by the ſemen, during the 
act of generation; or, If an infected mother, having 
the genitals perfectly free from diſeaſe, can communi- 
cate this virus to the foetus by the circulation. A re- 


markable caſe, that occurred a few years ago at Lon- 


don, cleared up this point, and proves that the diſeaſe 


may ſometimes paſs from father to child in the ſemen. 


« A SOLDIER in the dragoon guards was affected 


with a ſyphilitic ulcer of the throat, which long re- 


fiſted mercury. During the treatment, he cohabited 
with his wife, who never. had any venereal camplaint, 
and is ſtill in perfect health. The infant which was 
the fruit of this connection was, ſome weeks after 
birth, ſeized with a ſyphilitic ulcer of the throat, 
in the very ſpot where the father had his. I have 


ſeen father and child : they are now perfectly cured,” 


I am $ID that there is at preſent a reigning 
* in Europe, of which all the children are born 
>: ] x | | . with 


= 


* 

. 

3 
S SPIE 


1 determined to adminiſter mercury to Wenn 1 £008 
_ $f that/furniſheidanilk for the Tupport of the laſt born 
He thenvfor: want of paſitive facts, ſuppoſes that the 
ſyphilitic complaint cannat be communicated from the 
mother td . 


2 _ OR. - e 2951 es gang 133 


43 22 1 LEE 4 3 e 


Or the caſe conceriling which Dr. Hogs farnidhed = me / 
with a verbal account, I have fince found a full report 


by Dr. Albers, a Ge who prohably was, at the 
time of writing it, 2 ſtudent at Edinburgh. The ex- 


periment being 55 particularly. decifive of the | power 
of nitrous acid 7 the complaint, as allo of the ſimilar 
ultimate, effet nitrous acid, of mercu ry,, and oxy- 
genated muriate 11 ſhall take the. * to tranſlate the 
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. <& Süss BanzLMty, Stat. 3: 2 
« The nipple of the right breaſt is furrounded with 


< an ulcer of unequal breadth, from one-third, to twy- 
«: thirds of a thumb. Half an "inch above this are two 
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cc other ulcers, about the fize of a ſixpence. The pus — oy 


4 f is thick and yellow, the edges elevated and inflamed. 
« She complains. of ſhooting pains in ber throat, which 
cc appears ſome what red and inflamed; but not a veſtige 
«of ulceration can be diſcovered. tn other 2 
« health Why: - - 
= . Suk atilbutes Hee! complaige to an 7 5% 
et ceived a month ago from a child, which. was born in 
«the eighth month, and, five weeks afterwards, died of 
1 «a loathſome general puſtular eruption, that e 
D te but a few days before death, She immediately. - 
0 * Eeiyed pain in, her right n, but nevertheleſs con- 
ys 204 | 2 ce * tinued 


+ 


- 
= 


f 


” _ *Y NA "OY 
1 e — 
N * : * * Y 
4 * «Is 
6 „ 
* 1 
** 
— * « 


Is 


— e . 
ö * 
N = * * RE. 
F 


f | 

1 

1 

£ „ 

. 

id ; 

. 
* 8 


n 
4 nn child at the left: This, too, 
died a few weeks after, prick: ulcers.3 in — | 

time of its birth, da — | 
81 without knowing of what kind they were. 
Nov. zccth. The patient complains of ſome head- 


„ ache. She had a ſolution of ſoda . vitriolata Iſs in 
ee water. Nov. 23d. eden TO. en of 


4 e e s 3 2465 * 5110 95 
ee Acidi nitro * Sin e rr 
A. font. hi: M. e tart on 


4 Nov. 24th, The patient took ij of nitrous "OE 


| "ol pound of water, in the way. —2 5th. N ünpleaſant 


<, ſenfations from the medicine. Continue. abth. The 
ce patient declares that the pain in the ulcers is con- 
ec ſiderably leſs. Applic. unguent. ſimpl. ulcerib. Cont. 


& acid. —29th. The ſmall pains in the throat gone. 


« Ulcers leſs. Sumat liquoris acidi I6ij. in die.— 
'« Dec. Iſt, Leſs diſcharge from the ulcers. No incon- 
C. venience from the medicine. Continue. —3d. One of 
ee the ſmall ulcers aboye the nipple entirely healed ; the 
cc other diminiſhes, and gets a healthier look daily. The 


WO patient thinks the urine increaſed.” - Continue, — 

% Dec. 6th. The other ſmall ulcer healed: The other 
& nearly ſo. Continue, Dee. 9th. Large ulcer much 
ec diminiſhed. No inconvenyence from the medicine. 
ct Continue.—13th. All the the ulcers completely healed. 


. ſurrounding hardneſs nearly gone. The patient 


| 2 complains of ſome head- ache. Catamenia regulacly ap- 


« peared yeſterday. Medicine di iſcontinued. © 
«x; 5th Dec. The day before yeſterday ſhe felt ſome 
cc pain round the nipple. The new ſkin over the ulcers 
"8 appears ſomewhat redder owes” before. Catamenia 
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e round the nipple leſs ſince the repetition of the medi- 7 5 
< cine. Continue. 1th. Pain and heat gone. Con- 5 
cc tinue.—25th. Breaſt well in all reſpeci c adth. Veſter- 

4 day, having taken a doſe of the acid | 


1 


« overſight weaker than common, the felt nauſea, and 1 
4 vomited, and ftill has a ſenſe of weight in the ſto. 
« mach. Omit the medicine, —29th. Stomach complaints + 


cc gone. — Jan. 8th, 1797. For theſe five days, has felt of 
© an itching, round the nipple, which increaſed, till 3 


<« yeſterday, when ſhe felt a burning in the part. In P 
the night ſhe ſcratched her breaſt, which now is 44, 
« without the cuticle, and looks inflamed. | 1 . 


44 R Acid. nitros. sil. OY | 5 + "2 
111111 Bide indo. “ 


* gth Jan. The pain and heat round the * as | 4 3 
de well as the redneſs, diminiſhed. Sumat liquor. _ 
« acid. ij. cum acid. nitros. dilut. Ziv. in die.—toth. „ 


Heat and pain decreaſe: but round the nipple there . A 
< a ſuperficial ulceration: | Continue.—1 1th. Pain in the =. 
<« breaft leſs. Feeling of heat gone. Ulceration leſs. — 


and, fince yeſterday, the burning is diminiſhed. Out: 


| 
| 
[ 
« 14th. The patient feels no more pain in the breaſt; | 


« tinue.—15th, 16th, 17th. The ulceration diminiſhes — = 


„ 19th. The ulcer completely healed. The whole ſkin 


cc round the nipple has Aa natural look. Continue. 1 | 1 
60 zoth. Breaſt continues quite well. The patient diſ- 19 


« miſled, with directions to continue. the medicine 2 
cc month longer.” Ys 


Tus reaſon why this report ceaſes hi is becauſe it I 5 42 [ 
was ſent to before che firſt relapſe. ö 1 


| END. \ 5 
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